
Perfins of France by Jan Prins

(a reprint, i n revised format, of an earlier article by ~ r . P-rin s)
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Perfi n s were authorized for u se in France by a ministerial decr e e of
November 15, 1876, about eigh t years following t heir or iginal intro­
duction in Engl and . This authorization was r e voked in a de cis i on pub ­
l i shed January 21, 1955, so authentic French Perfin s cannot be found
on s t amps si nce about t hat time.

Compared wi t h the ap proxi mate l y 7,000 type s to be found on each of
the United States and Grea t Britain, just und er 2 ,500 type s have been
r e ported for Fr ance . However, s i nce French Perfin s have been studied
l e s s i ntensively, many new types are sure t o turn up . Mos t Fr ench
Pe r fin s are made with a di e having a single head (U. S. ~achine s usu­
ally ha ve 5 or 10). Oft en, blocks of stamp s a r e f ol de d to get several
stamps perforated at one t i me. This r e sult s i n tete beche and irregu­
lar pos i t i on i ng of the i mpre s s i on (Figure 1) .

The r e are some interesting f eatures of Fr en ch Perfin s a s a result of
pol i tical change s , Figure 2 shows a pre - 'Iorld Wa r I German s tamp u sed

in Strassbur g , then a pa r t of Ge r many; and the same
Perfin used on a French s t ampaf t e r the c i t y became
part of France and had it s name change d t o Stras­
bourg. The process was re peated i n Wo rld War II,
as shown i n Figure 3.

Fig. 1 Fig . 2 Fig . 3

Figure ~ shows the Perfin of the bank, Cr edi t Lyonnais, used ab road
in Cairo. The Cr ed i t Lyonnais Perfin (Figure 5 , has more than 30 var ­
ieties, used in va r ious branches. Figure 6 shO\ofs the "BEM" Perfin of
the Banque d 'Etat du Maroc, used in French Mor occo .

Figure 7 shows a monograph, the "JZC" of J. Zuber and Company. Fig­
ure 8 shows the Per fin of Titania Chocolat Vinay.
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Fig. 4 Fig 5 Fig . 6 Fig 7 Fig . 8

Fi gur e s 9 through 13 (next pa ge ) show some of the fanc y Per f i n s used
by various French firms: Figure 9 is t he cross of t he Ligue des Soci-

(continued on Page 4-)
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e t e s de Croix-Rouge, Figure 10 a millwheel, Figure lIthe cow of Choco­
lat Vinay , Figure 12 a bird or weathercock, and Figure 13 an el~phant .

The l e t t er "8 " shown in Figure 14- has semi-official status, havi ng
been used by the French Senate from about 1933 until the German inva­
sion of 194-0. Figure 15 shows a Perfin, "WP" , used briefly in 19 4-0 by
a unit of the Poli sh Army.

Thre e phil a t el i c expositions have used Perfins. The f i r st , Scot t C6a,
E.I . P. A. , is well known and listed in all the catalo gs . In addi tion ,
there is t he one shown in Figure 16, used at the Expo si tion Phi l a t e l i que
de Nancy in 194-2 , and another, "EXP / PS", used a t t he ExpositionPhi l a­
te11que de 8amur i n 194-3 .

One of the ear l i est known covers bearing a French Per f in is seen in
Figure 17.
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A se r i al listing of Perfins appeared in 1e Monde de s Phila t e l i s t e s
and ~a s ~ub se que~tl~ is sued in booklet fo rm. Subsequentl y, the same
publ l cat l on serlallzed almost as many addit i on s . It is hop ed tha t
these , too , will be made available in collected form.
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The Perlins
.Of France

\

"

;" ... '.l1Ir~il1Jii1ate~~ ~expositions have
i,tlsed .perfins"Th•. first, Scott C6a
I,E,I.P.j\.. is. well-koown and listed
~Jn all the catalogs.

,:m;iddition, there is the one used,
at'~Expositien Phllatelique de
~·N~7itllM2·aJ\d. another, EXP /
i~r.tl&.*ed(:..t,.tbe.Ex p 0, s i .t ion
',PbU,teliqtie\deBamurin 1943. '.
!""f1wp".was used'·brief1ym.1940 by
,lIutlitof the Polish Army, and one
!oftiJeearliest known covers bear-
inga French' .perfin bears the'
postmark of February 28, 1880.

i A serial .listing of Perfins ap­
~'peat"ed i in Ute Monde des
Lphil.telist,es" and,was later issued
itn.,J>ookk!tro~., Subsequently the

r:S7aEt~~i~:S~tti~~i~~J':::
j~ too\ViU be made available in
1collected form. .

"~~'fJ'Sbofjs' ~of.~:WiMfl
types of perlin used by. a nenchi'
bank. Each branch had one of Ute'l
more than 30 variations of tJte>Jet,..f
ters 'ICL't. ..: ,: •••••••...•.1

Numerous fancy types.ed$l:
wh~ch make interesting displays~t
while others have I n t ere sU n r
backgrounds. The letter "snhas,
semi-official status, having" been·
used .. by the French Senate.. from~
about 1933 ootil the invasionot[
1940.

Jan c. PrIDs
Perfins were· authorized fot ·use· tn France by a ministerial···deeree l

of November 15, 1816, about eight years following their origlnat..!
introduction. fn England.. This authorization was revoked in 8, ded..}
sion published Januaty Z1t 1955 so authentic French perfins cannof
be found on stamps since about that time. .)

; Compared. '.. with .' ·t he.... approx-,'
, imately 7000.ty,pes to be found on!
each of the United States and
Great Britain, ·just ,under 250()
types '.' have ,been . reported, for,
France' but, since French petfins
have been studied less intensively,
many new .types are. sure to be
discovered.

Most 'French'perfins are made
with a die, having a single .head
(U.S. machines usually have five or
ten). Often blocks of stamps are
folded .to get. several stamps' per­
forated at one time. This results in
tete-beebe andirrtgulat positioning
of the. impression (Fig. 1).

There are some i n t ere s tl n g
features of, French perfins as a
result of polticial changes: Fig. 2
shows' a pl'e*WW I German stamp
used in 'Strassburg and the same
perfin used on .: a French stamp
used from Strasbourg.

The process was repeated in WW
II as shown in Fig. 3. Figures 4
and 5 show French perflns used
abroad and in a colony.

Triangle-Credit Lyonnais-Grenoble. Date: February 28, 1880.


