
the sinkiang official perfins by ra y crow

Between 1915 and 19~5 , overprints were appli ed t o various Chi ne se
stamps consi gned to the f r on t i er province of Si nkiang i n or de r t o
limit their u se t o that province. The purpose was t o prevent specu­
lat ion in s t amps due to the inferior currency of Sinkiang, which was
worth only up to about a third of the national cur rency.

The Sinkiang post of f i ce operated at a def i c i t , which was made good
by the provincial gove rnment. In return , the post office perforated
cer t a i n issue s of the overprinted s t amps for fre e use by the gove rn­
ment on official co r respondence. The perforation, in Chi ne se cha r ac­
ters read ing downward from the right, is "kung wen t 'ieh yung," whi ch
means "official papers sticker use."

The Si nkiang Per f i n is known in eight di f f e r en t po sitions, as shown
i n t he following illust r ations (bearing in mind that the view i n e ach
i ns t ance i s that obta i ned by l ooking at the face of the s tamp):

...

(1) Normal

.. " .. ...... ......:. :0::: ::. ... .......

(2) Reversed

.. .. . 0 ..... :

.. .. 0 "" " ..

.... .."0 " °0 .. .. ..

.. .. .. .. .. .. 0°

(3) I nverted-Reversed

....... :.:.:
.:.:. :0.:::
.. ..

.; 0°: :.::: :
°0 " .. ::::

(4) Lnv e r t od

.. .. ° 0 .. ..

.0:-::" :::.:-
. ....

.. .:.:..:
. 0. ....

° 0 " ..
: • • 0 .. ..

.. : :::.. .. .. .. ..

;:;.: .. .... 1
.. "0-.... 1. - " , --...

;;:::;::::-. J
.. o"¥

..... .", .. .
(5) Revers e d ­

On Righ t S i d e
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One explanation advanced for the e i ght different po s i t i on s , which
seems lo gical ~ is t ha t the sheet s of stamps were folde d twice (into
f our sections) for the perforating. If the folded sheet were placed
in t he perforator upright, this would a ccoun t for the first four po s i ­
tions. If it we r e pl a ced i n the perfor a t or sideways, the l ast f our
positions would be created. In any event, a s these stamps were no t
sold to the public, it appears that no great care was taken with the
perforating. Var i ou s missing- pin varieties exist, some with so many
pins missing as to make the characters illegible.

In his exce l lent article on the se Sinkiang offic ial Per f i n s, a ppear ­
ing in the February 19~ issue of t he "China Clippe r," Elbridge Col by
·gr ouped the s t amp s as follows:

China, 1915, pr inted in Peking, sur char ged with t op characte r mi s ­
placed to the l ef t (Figur e 1) become s Sinkiang . 191 5. Fi r st
I s sue. Shanghai Surcharge . Denomination s known with the
official Perfin are a s fo llows (Scott No s . 1-6 , 9- 13 , 15) :
(1) Normal: t¢l l¢, 2¢, 3¢, ~, 5¢, 8¢~ lOt, 15¢, 16¢,20¢, 50¢
(2) Reve rsed: ~¢, l¢, 2¢, 3¢ , 4¢, 5¢ , b¢ , roe, 15¢, 16¢, 20¢
(3) I nver t ed-reversed: 3¢

Fig _ 1 (4) Invert ed : l ¢ (cont i nue d on Page 6)
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official Perf ins
After that date,

the u se of postage

Chi na, 1916 and ~19, printed i n Peking, surcharged with top charac-
ter in line (Figure 2), become Sinki ang , 1916, Second Issue,

p~ Peking Surcharge. Denomination s known with the offic i a l Pe r f i n1: are as follows (Scott No s. 17- 36):
~ (1) Normal: t¢, l¢, 2¢, 3¢, 4¢, 5¢ , 6¢, 7¢, 8¢ , 10¢, 13¢, 1 5¢,
}l1 l6¢, 20¢, 30¢, 50¢, $1.00 1 $2.00 , $5.00

(2) Reversed: t¢, l¢) It¢, 2¢ , 3¢ , '+¢ 1.. 5¢, 6¢ , 7¢, ~¢ , 10¢,
Fig . 2 l5¢, lb¢, 20¢ , 30¢ , 50¢, ~1.00, ~2 .00 , $5.00

(3) Inverted-reversed: l¢, 2¢, 3¢, 4¢, 5¢, 6¢ , ' 8¢ , 10¢, 13¢,
16¢ , 20¢ , 30¢, 50¢, $1 .00

(4) Inver t ed : l¢, 2¢, 3¢, I.j.¢, 5¢, 6¢, 7¢, 8¢ , 10¢, 13¢, 1 5¢,
16¢, 20¢, 30¢ , 50¢ , $1 .00

( 5) Reversed-on r i ght s i de: $1.00
(6) Normal-on left side: $1.00, $2.00
(2) Reversed-doubl e perforation : 5¢

Chi na, 1924 1936, surcharged, be come Sinkiang .1924, Th~rd _Issue,
Peking ~urcharge. Denominat i on s known with t he official Per f i n
are as follows (ScoVt Nos . 48, 50-66 , ll~) :

(1) Normal: l¢, 2¢, 3¢, 4¢, 5¢ , 6¢, 6¢ (brown) , 7¢ , 8¢ , 10¢ , 13¢,
15¢, l6¢, 20¢, 30¢, 50¢, $1 .00, $2.00 , $5 .00

(2) Reversed: l¢, 2¢, 3¢, 4¢, 5¢, 7¢, 13 , l5¢, l 6¢, 20¢ , 30¢ ,
50¢, $1.00

(3) Inverted-rever sed : l ¢, 2¢, 3¢ , 4¢ , 6¢, 13¢, 15¢, l 6¢, 30¢
(lj.) Inverted: l¢, 2¢, 3¢, ~¢1.. 6¢, 13¢ , l 5¢ , l 6¢, 30¢
(5) Reversed-on right side: ~1.00
(6) Normal-on left side: $1.00 , $2.00
(7) Normal-on right side: $1.00
(8) Vertically misplaced: 2¢, 3¢, 5¢

Horizontal misplacement of Type #3: $2.00
(1) Normal-double perforation: 7¢

The Perfin on the t¢ denomination of the First I s sue is quite scarce.
The dollar denominations on the Second and TIlird Issues are al so ha rd
to find. Officially used covers franked with these Perfins are es­
pecial ly scarce and valuable.

According to C. W. Chiu, the use of the Sinkiang
began in 1915 and continued to January 16, 1943.
postage was charged and paid by the government, but
stamps was replaced by a "Postage Paid" chop.

(Editor ' s note: this article i s a compi lat ion of i nfor mation f rom var­
i ous sour ce s , primarily the bibliographical sources l i s ted be ~ow . A
special note of thanks is due my good fr i end and fe l lowMemphian, Stanl ey
J. Kr uger, a China specialist who kindly provided me with the reference
mater ial needed.)
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I NTERESTED IN KNOWING WHAT PERFINS PUBLICATIONS ARE AVAI LABLE FROM THE
CLUB? WRITE CLUB PUBLISHER FLOYD WALKER (BO X 82, GRANDVIEW, MO 64030)
FOR A LI ST OF THE PUBLICATIONS CURRENTLY ON HAND.
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