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appa rently pa s sed
wa s carried i n an

Although mo st well-informe d col l ec t ors
are f ami l i ar with Perfins by now, the f ol­
l owing story is a sa~ple of what happ en s
when phi la t el i c l an gua ge is used on non­
phi late l i s t s • . • •The exc i t ement started when
I dec ided t o place an advert i se~ent in
"Yankee 1 s t Trading Pos t I II ( "Yanke e II is a
New England magaz ine of general intere st) .

~~ring the ~any year s that I have been
interested in Perfin s , my search fo r them
had be en restricted al~ost en t i r ely t o ex ­
a~ining a ccumulated dr egs which wer e l ef t
after havi ng been pi cked over r epea t ed l y by
other seekers.

I t was my de termi nation to obt a i n some
vi rg i n Perfin mate r i al f or my sel f whi ch
brought abou t t he Trading Post deci s i on . So
I sat me down t o compose t he adve rti sement .

Remember ing that some body , somewhere,
sometime had adv ised that an ad must be
eye- catching if i t is to be effect i ve , I
finally decided upon :

"PERFINS: i, ill pr ovi de a good home fo r
your surplus Perfin s . How many ha ve you
f or how much?" I t yp ed it and dropped it
in t he mail.

"Y e Ed II , forever solicitous o f the sanc ­
t i t y of his Yankee,lest anything ill ogical,
illegal or illicit be f ound upon its page s ,
c ame ba ck i n t he ne xt mail with: "Plea se ,
what i s a Perfin ? II

~ne sample I sent him
the test, fo r t he ad
early f ollowing ed i t ion .

Very frankly, i t Was submitt ed with not
t oo much enthusiasm and even l e ss con f i ­
dence , but I had und er e s timat ed Yankee's
magnetism or t he eye -catching quali ties of
my first ven ture into ad writing - or was
it, per hap s , something about the Per f i n s
t hemselves?

Anyhow, as I sat reading the J anuary
Yankee t he evening af t er i ts arrival , my
telephone rang an d a woman 's voi ce inquired:

"Are you the Mr. Pa rks who is adver ­
tising for Perfins i n thi s norrth IS Yankee ? II

I was .
"I I m calling from East Hart land , II she

continue d, "and nobody here knows what a
Per f i n is . Will you pl ea se tell us? "

I did - an d resume d reading.
Next day brought two mor e phon e calls ,

this time f r om local acquaintances who were
cognizant of t he f act that Mr s . Pa r k s and I
are qui t e active orni thol ogi call y .

One of these callers was quite c ertain
t hat a Pe rf in was some new species of bird .

The ot her a ccused Yankee of a possibl e
mi s spe l l i ng of one of the f ea the red sub­
arc tic species - the Puf f in l

~ne next t ime t he telephone r an g, the
voice was t hat of a representative of a
"hobby magaz i ne . " This pe r son felt sure
that Per f ins mu s t be tropical fish; "Per ­
rm v, of cour se , could mean nothing l e s s
t han per f ect fin . 5

The final calle r , a Canton, Conn . , lady,
gue ssed that Per f in must be a code word f or
some sort of living t hing that brought into
t he wor l d l itters of youn g so numerous that
certain ones were surplus beyond i rr~ediate

need .
Ere the ~ele phone ce ased t o ring, our

let ter carrler began t o experience t he
ef fect of Yankee ' s appeal . Bulging enve ­
l opes brought interest i ng a ccumul a t i ons
from addresses in Winchendon and East Lynn ,
Mass.; Newpor t , R. I.; Brandon , Vt.; and
f r om a sprout ing swap shop i n Lakeport,
N.H.

Other envelopes bulged much less and, to
read t heir contents was almost to believe
t hat the word PerfL~ be l ongs in the voc abu­
l ary of some unknown t ongue . Wi t ne s s the
f ollowing quote s from l etters :

From Plainf i eld , N. J . : ",Iill you pl ea se
explain what Perf ins are , as advertised i n
the Januar y edition of Yankee maga z ine ?"
Park Ridge , Ill . : "If you will t el l me what
are Per f ins , I' d know if I had any in need
of a good home and f or how much . " i,ol l a st::m,
Nass. : llvlhat is a PERFIN! II This que stion
was pr i nted on a re turn- addressed postal
car d , t he entire contents of the enve l ope .

From Boonsboro, 11d . : "In reference to
your advertisement on pag e 88, we v oul.d
love t o send you our surpl us Perfins, but
do you know, way down her e i n Mar yland , we
just ar en ' t sure we have any .

"Just what ar e Perfins? Can't find i t
either in our di c t ionar i e s or reference
books and curi os i t y ha s got t en t he be tter of
us . II

From Burl ington, Vt . , came these scholar­
ly re marks: "I read wi t h some intere st your
ad f or Perfinsin the Yankee . My pr obl em is,
what is a Perfin? Webster 's unabridged Dic­
tionaryand ni ne diffe r ent college gradua te s
ha ve be en consulted wi thout success. The
l a tter i ncl udes thr ee Phi Beta Kappa s and
one Rhode s Scholar . Plea se tell u s what
is a Pe r f i n . "

Fro~ 30o nton , N. J ., came t he letter that
i nspired an attempt on t he pa r t of t he au tho r
t o enlighten Yankee r eader s who may ha ve won­
de r ed , ye t di d not voice the i r puzzlement.

Although t his letter did not adapt it sel f
well t o ext r ac tion of quotes , its ni cel y
t yped lines bear witne ss of a di rely dis­
tressed damse l who suffered t he anguish of
complete frustration.

I ts page - l ong dissertation i s summed un
mo st conci se ly in a po st scr ip t I borrowed
f or rr.y title .

Although the se lines do not answer t he
que st i on , t hat is amply covered i n some of
t he other contributed article s , this story
also suggests what a little ente r prise can do
to solve the pr obl ems faced by many Perfin
col lect ors - f inding fr esh sour ces . Thehunt
i s ha lf the f un.


