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the Catalogue at this special price should be sent direct to Dr.  
Harvey Tilles, Box 5466, High Point, N C 27262, U.S.A., and timed  
to arrive by July lst** Payment should be made in U.S. funds. 

The initial printing of the volume will be limited. Some extra  
copies may be available, but their price and their availability is 
questionable. Collectors who wish to ensure themselves a copy of  
the volume should place advance orders.  

** The above notice was received from Harvey Tilles  
and is reproduced virtually unaltered.   
In view of the delay between receipt and  
publication it may not be possible for some of  
our members to comply with the lst July deadline,  
and in this event we are sure that Harvey will  
stretch the date a little.  

POSTMARK IDENTIFIES PERFIN 
While identification of a perfin's user usually requires a  

cover with an appropriate return address, this is not always  
necessary. We recently encountered an example of the common Italian 
perfin "LT" used on a picture postcard (giving no direct clue as to  
the user) with the unusual cancellation: 

PFO HELOUAN . LLOYD TRIESTINO 
In the brief message, the sender mentions he is en route to  

Cairo. This suggested that the "Lloyd Triestino" in the cancellat- 
ion might in fact identify the "LT" of the perfin; Lloyd Triestino  
is apparently a large Italian shipping line carrying both passeng- 
ers and freight. The "PFO  HELOUAN" portion of the cancellation  
was a bit more mysterious. Helouan is evidently the Italian equiv-  
alent for Helwan (now called, in Arabic, Hulwan), an Egyptian port  
on the Ni1e some miles south of Cairo, near the pyramids. One might 
suppose "PFO" is "PTO" = Porto = Port, but the cancellation 
shows quite clearly "PFO".  Scanning an Italian-English dictionary 
suggested PFO = Piroscafo = Steamer (or Steamship), so that  
"Helouan" would likely be the name of the ship, rather than the  
name of the city. This would obviously be an appropriate name for  
a craft travelling regularly to Cairo. 

In summary, the postcard was evidently posted on board the  
steamer "Helouan" of the Lloyd Triestino lines, bound for Cairo;  
the stamp, purchased on board the ship, bears the identifying  
letters of the shipping line. Can our readers suggest other  
instances of perfins whose users are identified by a postmark?  

Kenneth & Barbara Kloss. 
CONTENTS 

Three pages of general interest - 3 sheets.  
Pages 29 & 30 of the Railway listing - 2 sheets.  
Page 4 of the Full-names listing - 1 sheet.  
EL/PEX Notes - 1 sheet. 
H.M.S.O. article - 1 sheet.  
Auction List, four pages on 2 sheets. 

We apologise for the lack of Identities pages but despite 
delaying publication of the Bulletin for two weeks these  
were not ready on time. 




