
" PERFINS
CHRONICLE OF THE PERFI NS CLU B

H OW I STARTE D
Charles Sein

Editor and Publisher-Hallock Card. Otselic, N ew York

r Vol. 2, No.6 F ebruary 194 7 Whol e No. 12

E XCHA NGE C IRCU IT A DS :· 1c per word. 3 t im es for the
It has been suggested by C. F. ~p_._ice-,-_o_f _2.,---- _

Powers that an exchange circuit for
trading perfins be started among
such members of the club as are
intere st ed. Perhaps some member As onc of your la te st and as your
will undertake the job of o perating nrst overseas member I extend my
th e ente rprise. Th e writer suggests greetings to you and assu re you that
t hat those in the circuit prepare I am g lad to join your ranks. I
booklets each containi ng 100 pertins started collecting P erfma (my own
and that there be three classes of name tor them is S PIFS. short for
such booklets, U .S. issues, U .S . types Stamps Perforated w ith the Initials
a nd foreign. Trading to be on a of FirmS) only abou t four years
stamp-fo r -stamp basis and costs be ago. just (or the fu n of it. during
kept t o a m inimum. In order t o the time when w e had the black-out,
cut out a ll accountings a nd cash wh en it was inconvenien t to go out
settlements. a member should r e- after dark and w hilst we w ere wait
place perfin s taken from a bookletIing fo r the Air Raid si rens to sound
by others of approximately equal Having pi cked about three dozen
value or rarity. The .Journal will. of of these "damaged" stamps out of
course, co-operate In every way pas- a biggish parcel o f our com monest
sibte.-Warren 'I'ravell , Pres . stamps which were being passed on

o to the Red Cross in large quantities
Our firs t overseas m ember. Charles I decided to pa y a little attention

Beln, has star ted ou t to be a real to these orphans of P hi lately, won
a ddition to our society . With this der ing w hat this " crazy idea" would
issu e I ' start with a lengthy article lea d me to . It seemed attractive to
which h~ wrot e. With his permission collect so mething that you could not
I have broken It down into three buy a t every s tamp shop and that
parts and will use them as space you had to hunt for yourself . I set
pcnnits.-Ed. the wor ks going, spoke a nd wrote

- ---0 to everybody, up and down the co un-
NEW MEMBERS try, who W8!l like ly to receive per

tIns on their letters or to find them
104. Charle s I . Ba H Iin stamp collections, accumulati ons,

1371 Hall A venue etc., and the result is that the col-
Clev eland 7, Ohio lection to tals m ore than 28,000
C, X. Brit. Emp. officials stamps by now a nd covers more

105. C. E. Stevens Ithan 6,000 a lbum pages. To old tim-
P . O . Box 71 3 I era like the majority of you, readers
Memphis I , Tennessee I these figures speak for themselves:
C, Cov., U .S. I am going the w hole hog Le, I a m

Icollecting &11 stamps of all issues
106. Leo H. Howell of this oou ntry. The actual n umber

20 1 North Un ion Street , at di1renn t d ies which I have found
Lambertville, New J ersey •so far Is naturally much smaller viz
C, D, X. Iss. U.S., R ev. I approximatel y 6.700. Nevertheless. I

107. P eter J . Ela rdo co nsider the result pretty good going
442 Poto m a c A venue ' af ter on ly four years' ooUecting and
Buffalo 13, New York II hope that you will agree with me.
Stamps only Our first stamps to be perforated

o were our "One pe nny reds" with
The recen t bad weather in this part let ters in the four corners and Plate

or the country has hampered very Numbers engraved in the scroll a t
much work on Pertlns and the cata- the sides. Scott No. 33, of these I
tog as snow in the r oa ds bas made ha ve more than 725 d ifferent dies ;
n ight work an impossibility.-Ed. I collect all p la t e numbers of each
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u p E R FIN S"

die and my holding of "Penny Reds"
a lone amoun ts t o a pproxima tely
5,500, inclu din g several of the scarce
Plste 225.

Col l ecting' P crftns accord1nD" to is
sues and d en ominations is much
easter in this country than in you rs
because. t hank g oodness. the output
of differen t stam ps is m uch smalle r
than yo ur s .

---<l>---
Treasury n eport

On han<: Jan. I, i 9·17 _ $38.63
On hand rcarcn 1 $40 .63

---'0---

I expect t o a ttend the Ce nt enary
I nternationa l Phi latelic Exhibtfon
in New York tn May. Will I see
you ?-Hal lock Carel.

~---

Back number s a r e a vailable at 2c
ea ch, also catalog pag es while they
last. The following are available:
Nos. 4, 5, 6. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,
Catalog pages - Al-2 , A 3-4 . nl-2 .
83-4. Cl-2, C3-4 , D1-2. m .Z, Fl-2
Code page and list of foreign coun
tries using perfins{combined.)

o
K. F . Olson is t rying to secure

Perfins on issues to 1908 and spec
ialize in this field alone. Good lu ck
and happy hunting, Ken.

• 0
J OI N " ARMORIQUE EXCHANGE
CLUB" fo r correspondence, languag e
study, hobby exchange a t hom e and
abroad. Members in most countrtes.
Information on r equest. H allock
Card, U.S .A. Representati ve. Otselic
12. N ew Yorl{ , One year $1 .00

o
HOW I M O U N T MY PERFINS

Ch arles Bein

When I first started collecting per
fins I happened to possess an empty
stamp al bum of oblong design which
I thought w ould b e most suitable
Cor my purposes, and I have adhered
to the size of its leaves ev er since.
The orginal leaves were unobtainable
du ring the war, in fact. the album
wea not made any lon ger and it
took me a long time to find a suit
able substitute. in the shape of fo ols
cap sheets of quadrille paper which
I trimmed down to the reqiured
size to fi t into the springback cover.
That cover had to be discarded very
SO<\n. though, because it did not hold
m ore than about 75 sheets and I
now merely use pieces of thick card-

board as outside covers, t hese home
made albums being held together by
broad bands of e lastic a t either end.
I thin k boxes would be more suit 
a ble but I would be unable to buy
them or have them m ad e in these
days of re strtcu ons, shortages, and
controls . I ha ve a volume for each
letter at the a lphabet, excepting Q.
X. Y , a nd Z which, co vering a Cew
pages on ly , a re included in the pre
ceding volume, and t here is u
special volu m e, "Various" for ext ra
ordinary Perfins such as Trade
Marks, N umbers, et c. My thickest
volumes are for thc letters B and C
which ha ve nearly 500 pages, wi th
S and T as close ru n ners-u p. The
alzc of my oblong a lbum leaves is
9 %x7 1h ins.; there a re 37 vertica l
and 28 horizontal lines form ing
smali squ ares at their intersecting
points: d tsregardtng the fir st two
h orizontal lines I m ark each 5th In
tersecting po int , u p and down, 'With
3. pencil dot wh ich gfvea me 54
large squares pe r pag e. or 9 each
on G rows which is nonnallly suJIi ·
clent Cor s pecimen stamps of Queen
Vlctorta. King Ddward VII, King
Geor ge v (typograph ed). King Ge0
r g'e V (phot ogravu r e ) , K in g Edward
vm. and K in g George VI. Should
numerous stamps of each reign turn
up the page can eas ily be re-m ou nt
ed a nd 2 or 3 rows or a whole pag e
be given to t he va rious stamps of
each monarch. Laid out in this way
the "li fe" of each P erfin is demon
strated and, a t t he same ti m e , the
"P erfln History" of the firm In
qu estion . Ther e a re nu merou s P cr fins
of which I h ave no t found more t ha n
a si ngl e specimen bu t th ere are al so
firms whos e record covers up t o 10
pagcs! Turning now to the first 2
horizontal lines. the first one is used
for inscri bing the initi als on the left.
as a n Index, and the page n um be r
on the right ; the secon d line is r e
se rved for the name of the user
wh ich I u nderline in red.

I al ways mou nt the first specimen
of a new di e, which comes a long.
fa ce down 'wi th a th in piece of black
paper between sheet and stamp
which shows u p the perforation very
clearly ; n eedless t o s ay this spect 
men is mounted in its proper chron
ological pl ace i.e . if it is a Vict ori an
stamp it goes in the first r ow, a
l{in~ E dward vn in the se cond and
a King George VI in the 6th row.
Rearrangem ent h as t o be made at
times but it would lead t o far to go
int o de tails .
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