
MOUNTING FOR FUN

One of the most rewarding pastimes, when
passing time in a philatelic manner, is to
build up a small set of album pages which
may be sent to an Exhibition , a Stamp Show,
or an informal display of your own Club.
This is formally referred to as "Mount ing
for Exhibition" , but such formality some­
times dismays the timid, and we like to
think of it as "Moun t ing for Fun."

That Perfins can be exhibited at any gen­
eral type of Stamp Exhibition and stand a
very good chance of winning recognition in
the form of an award ha s bee n proved many
t i me s by the many member s of the Perfins
Cl ub who have shown t heir wares in mor e t han
ha l f of the States of the Union ,and in sev­
eral foreign countries.

For one thing, you do not have stiff com­
petit ion with many othe r s,and you cer t a i nly
do not - and r eal l y cannot - spend much money
in assembl ing an interesting entry. Mo st
Stamp Clubs~ich feature annual exhibitions
admit outsiders to t heir show, and publicity
beforehand is given in the philatelic press.
You have only to write to the represemative
of the club and he will gl adl y send you a
write-up (cal l ed a prospectus) giving all
details of the show. This wi l l list for you
the various classes, such as Uni t ed St a t es ,
Foreign, Topical, Postal History, Miscel ­
laneous. These classes are usually subdivi­
dedinto smaller classes ; for example "Uni t ed
States" might be spl it up in 19th Century,
20th Century, Confederate , Air Mail, etc .
Same applie sto the other gene ral divisions,
but the Miscellaneous remains as a "ca t ch­
all " for anything t hat wi ll not fi t exactly
into the other groups. If you enter your
Per f ins in "Miscellaneous" you immediately
side-step all competition of t he rarities,
the complicated plating jobs, t he I~onder ­

how-they-got-them" essays and proofs, and
all other material which you could never af­
ford. You also side-step all possibility of
winning a Grand Award,but then you ' ll prob­
ably never win one anyway, so let's try for
something reasonabl e .

Per f ins ar e int eresting,and they are not
too hard t o come by, but s t i ll ar e unusual
enough to provide an eyecatching ent ry . Per ­
fins come wi th pretty designs, and on every
i maginable type of stamp from almost any
country. They s t ar ted inEngland during 1869,
and a couple of Penny-Reds from that country
will start off your exhibit . When they are
mounted on a smal l black square, whi ch i s in
t urn mount ed on your white album page, the
littl e hol e s stand out quite plainly, and
you create i nt er est by just putt ing one or
two examples on your fir st page , f ollowed by
a f ew l i ne s of explanation .

To attract attent i on and t o kee pup inter­
est

1
your Ferfin exhibit must arouse a little

cur osity, and the best way to do this is
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to try to tell a story - the story of Per­
fins. Rememberyour exhibitwill be viewed by
many who havenever seena Perfinor understood
what one was, so its job is to tell them,
and to tell them quickly, concisely, and in
an easy-to-understand brief story. You have
started by showing how Perfins began, now
show how they are used. The chief use of a
Perfin stamp is to discourage theft or mis­
use, so show examples of the Perfins used by
some large corporations. Railroads are pro­
lific users and have turned out some eye­
catching designs. Some use letters similar
t o script, others interlace the initials to
forma monogram, and t he Waba sh Railroad even
uses a little flag design wi t h their "w" in
it . All are relatively common, but a page
of them is attention-get ting , because every­
body i s interested in Rai l r oads , although
unfortunately nobody ever r i des on them any
more .

If you don't like railroads for a page ,
you can turn to some other gro up . Banks,
Colleges, Insurance Companies, State or Mu­
nicipal Governments, al l u se Perfins or ha ve
u sed them , so they ar e not har d t o obt ain .
Ifyou choose a company l ike General Eleetric,
Gulf Oil, or New York Life Insurance Company
(and there are many others) , you can reall y
have yoursel f a good time,for these compan­
ies have many off i ce s scatter ed t hroughout
the nat ion and each office u se s Perfins. But
the thrill come s when you show your viewers
that you can t el l by t he Per f in just what
branch office used it. Thi s is easy , be­
cause these compani es have t houghtfull y
pl aced extra "holes" in certain part s of
their designs which indicate a s sor t of a
code , which offices used the st amp. One page
of thi s br anc h office de signation will do
wonder s t o dress up your entry andmost view­
ers will never ha ve supposed t hat such a
thing existed.

Then you can show the universality of Pel'­
fins by displ aying example s of Perfins found
on the l owe st value st amp (t¢), the highest
value ($5.00), on Par cel Pos t stamps , on
Commemor ative Stamps of every size, and even
on Bookl et Pane s and Coils .

To make anothe r page , you can refer to
Scott' s Catalog and quote from the footnote
under Hungarian s tamp #126, which describes
how this stamp was punched wi t h three holes
forming a triangle , so that collectors and
otherswho wanted unpunched stamps would have
to buy them through the philatelic agency at
an advance of 10% in price. SCott will help
you show any other u se s or "odd jobs" per ­
formed by Perfins . For exampl e, t he Catalog
tell s u s under stamp #37 of Par aguay that
this stamp was punched with a circular hole
in order to prevent it from being fraudulently
overprinted as #31. The French government

(continued on page 6)



THIE IEDIITOR'S COR IER========
Some members have expres se d conc ern t hat

publ i shed "letters to the editor " sometimes
appear t o involve per sonal conflict between
one membe r and another. Undoubtedly, t here
are pe r sonal ity conflic ts between some mem­
ber s - j u st as ther e are in any orga~ization

i n the world , even i nc l ud ing , we hazard t o
say , religious organi za t ions. Fortunat ely
or unfortunately , we people tend t o be peo­
ple, wherever you find us .

In any e ven t , t he editor is reluctant to
(a ) bounce a member 's l etter back to him as
obj ec t i onabl e , or (b) at t emp t t o censor the
l etter. Such action on t he editor's par t
probabl y would not be tolerated in t he f irst
place - and would cert ainly t end t o stifle
effo r t s of membe r s to express t hemselve s .

I t is t his edi t or's pol icy t o publ i sh let­
ter s lias i s, 11 save only for correction s in
grammar , punctuation, et c. - provided t here
i s no fl agran t breach of morality, r espe ct
for other members, or philatelic accuracy.

The edi tor wi she s t o encourage l et t ers
from members who feel that t hey have some ­
thing t o say "f or the good of t he order."
It i s reques t ed, however , that members t ry
t o keep their l et t ers on t he posit ive and
const r uc t ive si de. I f you don' t agree wi t h
anot her member's action or posi t ion - which
pr obabl y i s just as valid t o hi m a s your s is
to you - at tack his position as vigorously
a s you like. But where pure l y philatelic
matters are conc erned , don't attack hi s in­
tegrity or hi s right t o hi s own opinion ,
mere ly because you disl ike him or di sagr ee
wi t h hi s opini on .

Phi lately i s supposed to be a f un t hing .
It ce ase s to be fun when i ndi Vi duals s t art
thrOWing brickbat s on a per sonal basis.

Tne editor wishes to take this mean s of
thanking tho se member s who have be en ki nd
enough t o submi t ar t i cl e s in r ecent months .
Special t hanks are due to Jan Prins and Dr .
David Benne t t . All tho se involved may be
a s sured t hat their artic l e s are apprec iat ed
and will be publi shed a s soon a s pos s i bl e .

A very busy schedule, involving consider­
able travel , has pr even t ed the editor from
acknowl edgi ng each article by l etter.

Bob Murri n reports t hat he still has
ava i lable some of his pe r sonal Perfin Fi r st
Day co vers , and wil l be glad t o send one t o
any member who enclose s a 10¢ stamp and a
l arge SASE.

A r ecent article on U. S. Perfins in
Stamp Show News has brought considerable in­
tere st in the Cl ub . The article is by Paul
Jackson (LM-5) of Raritan, New J er sey .

Our t hanks to Jack Mintz (#1270) f or
sending t he Li brar y a cop y of "Aus t r al i a ' 5
Feder al OS Perfins, 1913-31 , " by Charl e s T.
Bal l and Thomas L. Belknap, which a ppeared
i n the May 1975 SPA _Journa l.

Member s who won awar dsat SESCAL include d
George T. Turner (#194), who rece i ved a
vermeil fo r hi s "U.S . Flag Cancels of the
American Postal Machine s Co.," and Gilbert
Hulin (#1272), who received a silver fo r
hi s "Pioneer and SelOi - Offi cial Canad ian
Airmail s . "

MOUNTING FOR FUN (continued f r om page 5')

used t he Per fin me t hod to ad ve r tise t he 1930
International Air Pos t Exhibition by perfor­
at ing the C6b air mail s t amp with the l et t ers
"EI PA 30", and Tuni sia perforated a huge "T"
in cer t ain stamps to indi cate they wer e used
a s postage due stamps . For tho se people who
co l l ect only "Scott", remember t hat many
ot her Perfin st amps are listed in the Cata­
log. A page whi ch di splays a few of the se
i tems, toge t he r with an explanat ion of why
t he stamps were Perfinned, i s certain t o
a r ou se comment and ca tch they eye of the
j Udge s . Hereyou scor e points f or philatelic
knowl edge . Everybody can score fo r ne atness
and attracti vene ss , but you need a few extra
point s like t hi s to ge t yoursel f into t he
winni ng class .

So far we have shown you how to make six
or eight pageswith not too much troubl e , but
still you have created someth ing whi ch i s un­
u sual and which many people have never seen.
Wi th a li t tle t hought you can go on and make
other page s, but you don ' t nee d t oo many to
t ell your story . 11arry award s have be en won
by an intere sting one-frame entry, and one
f rame require s only about eight ornine nage s,
some t i me s le s s . -

Ilow when you have completed your exhibit,
you have j u st begun the fun. The work i s all
over and you r elax and start to draw your di­
vidend s. You search the philatelic pr e s s
and f ind out where the shows are being held.
Then afte r writing and r ecei ving t he neces­
sary infor~tion , you mail your en try in to
compe t e - fi r s t one show, then another in
some ot her part of the coun t ry . With exhi ­
bitsbeing he ld some plac e almost every week,
you will have no difficulty in sendi n g your
entry to many di fferent shows,and t he beauty
of it is t ha t the ident i cal entry can visit
as many diff erent shows a s you want. Thi s
can be overdone , of course , but by t he t i me
you have exhibit ed at a f ew shows, starting
wi t h smaller one s, and t hen taking a chance
now and t hen with a bigger show, you will
have a new quota of ideas of how to make a
better exhibit and t hen you start allover
again. It's fun, it 's i nt eresting and re­
wardL~g, and it doesn' t t ake much money .

Thi s issue of tbo Bul l et in oontains 16
pages with copy reduce.r--2o-percent t o give
content equi valent t o 20 page s unde r the old
format. The ed i tor ha d intended to print
20 act~al pages i n thi s year-end issue, but
suf fe r ed an eyestra i n and had t o stop atl~
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