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Cha r les Bein

HOW I SORT

TO ALL MEMBERS

ADS:-1c per word. 3 t imes for
price of 2.

"N ow that our most versatile and
competent Secretary-Treasurer - Edi­
tor-Publisher-Printer has succeeded
in overhauling hi s linotype machin e
and in g etting it to fun ction prop­
erly, the long a nd eagerly awaited
time has arrived when we may hope
and ex pect t o receive a copy of the
Perfins J ou rna l every mont h instead
of bi-m onthly as in the past-also
it is the wish and intention of the
aforesaid pri nter to do more work
on the Ca talog so that this first
edition m ay completed, if possi ble,
during the present year. This surely
will be good news to all who are
interested in Perfins, the latest of
philatelic hobbies.

As members and subscribers will
be receiving more than double what
they have been g etting before. it is
only right t ha t the annual dues of
the club w h ich include s ubscription
to the lourna I and Ca talog sh all be
incr ea sed to one do llar($l,OO). Prop­
erly, such action should be submitted
t o a vote by the club but as there
a ppears to be no dou bt that the
vote, if taken, would be practically
u na nimous in it s favor . t his vote
will be dispensed with. However if
any member makes the r equest the
vote will be t a k en.

In this connection, there is an­
other point to be considered. Thus
far, the p rt n t ing and disttibution
of the J ournal and Catalog has been
done without cost to the club, ex­
cept for material and postage. The
officers of the club receive no re­
muneration for their services but
the job of editing and publishing
the J ournal and catalog is outside
and beyond w hat may be expected
of the Secretary - Treasur er and
should be recompensed, a t le as t in
part. So , unless objection is prompt­
ly made by some m ember, t he Pres­
iden t will rule that m on ey received
f r om members a nd subscribers in
excess of expenses shall be paid to
the printer as r emuneration for ser­
vi ces rendered .-W. T ravell, Pres.

the I
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i Sorting as you all know, is a most
time in vo lving job. especially when
you have quantities to dea l with.
Nevertheless I a lways le t several
thousand per fins accumulate before
I commence action. It takes longer
bu t it is worth it ; t he mor e mater ial
you have to go t h roug h the more
duplica t es you find and many of
these can be throw n out a t once u n­
less they bear postmarks or pa rts
of postmarks. If you do your sort­
ing more frequently a nd in smaller
quantities. you will have to go over
Ute same ground time after time
and it would take more time in the
long r un. Postmarks are mos t use­
ful for tracing purposes and are of­
t en the means of establishing the
identify of a perfin u ser. in spit e of
slight modifica t ions wh ich his Die
may have un dergone in the course
of t ime.

To facl llate sorting I ha ve evolved
a number of gadgets which I find
indispensible and abou t w hich you
m ay li ke to hear , First t here is the
large "accumulating box " into which
I pu t every t hing t hat comes along.
At a conve nient ti me, box No. 1 is
closed a nd box No. 2 started-s-you
have to do t hings systematically or
you won' t get anywhere! I take t he
perfins out by the handful a nd sort
them in a lphabetical order on a
speci al ly p repared " Chessboa r d" . A
large piece of cardboa rd divided in ­
to 25 squar es, m a rk ed A. B, C, t o
W . the 24th square is for XYZ and
the 23th for various. W hen the
squares a r e filled u p. I t ransfer each
pile into a " ha rm onica" or expand­
ing file and start all ove r again
until a ccumulation No. 1 has bee n
worked off. The next step is to
break up the contents of each pock­
et of the expanding file for which
purpose the "chessboard is again
u sed, t he single letter perfins a r e
put to one si de because there is no
r oom fo r t hem on the hoa rd; on t he
square m a rked A, I pu t t he AA's, on
square B the AB's and so on. W hen
t her e is suffi cien t material on the
board, I t ra ns fer the pil es into fin-
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up E R F IN SIr ,

a

o

NEW MEM BERS

l OS. Dr. Gilbert Thies sen
6625 Woodwell St.
Pittsburgh 17. Pennsylva nia
C. Iss. Cov, U.S., F or .,

o

Since new roster will be mai led
in June al1 members should Bee that
their listi ng is correct an d any
chan ges or ad diti ons should re ach
the secretary by June I , 1947.

o

Change of Address

Charles H . Regnier
R. 2, Ashkum, Illinois
Fo rrest M. Swish er, M. D.
3802 ML Ver non Avenue
Alexandria, Virginia

--- 0)----

Homa L. Finney, Box 335, Leba­
non, New Hampshire, has thousands
of perforate in itial stamps-soaked
off-for exchange for stamps or old
collection of post cards(greeting or
view.)

On April I , 1947 th e dues wer e
raised to $1.00. see notice elsewhe re
in this issue. AU who hav e re ceived
expiration noti ces may renew at
rate and time stated on card.

a
New application blanks are to be

printed. Th ey wi ll be Sxb-In. to lit
in file. If you have any Ideas for
improv ements or suggesUons write
at once. If you can use 100 or more
to good advantage within one year,
your name will be printed at the
bottom it your req ues t reaches the
secre tary by May 1. 1947. State th e
number you can use . Put one in
every letter you write.

a
U. S. No . 336 for only 10C each.
No. 334 only 1c each.
No. 515 only 1c each.

100 different P E RF INS $1 .00
A ll a re perf. ini ti a led. Po sta ge extra
on o rde rs under $1.00 .

Hallock Card, Ot se lic, New York

other expan ding file, this time a SEND FOR A SELECTION today.
much sm aller one. which in this in - P erflns, one cent each, also precan­
stance contains only pernna begin- eels of all k inds. Wallace Hilborn,
n!og wt t h the letter A . The final 363 Laurel Avenue, Highland Park,
step is to br eak up th e cont ents of Il h nois . 13-6
each pocke t once more into the nec­
essary sub -sections , and these I
place in correct a lpha betical order
in a small stamp album of the
stock book type. with 7 trans parent
strips per page. which \\; 11 probably
be tilled to capacit y with the A 's.
Then at long last the finely ground
materia l is ready for comparsion
with the moun ted material in th e
album and a begin ning ca n be made On hand
wit h the picking out of new perfins <>- _
a nd the additio n to the page of new
denom inations or otherwise desir­
able it ems such as pairs or blocks, 62.
double perfs. interesUng freaks,
pcstmarks, etc. Of course, pages
have to be rearranged and rem ount - 84.
ed at times. and new pa ges inserted.
but that is part of the game and
common to al l types of collecting
on loose leav es.

Right from the beg inning I start­
ed to compile a n index of my pertlns
in a separat e book and I have con­
tmued it ever since. I no longer
en te r pa ge numbers but it still
serve s its purpose: you are some­
ti mes under th e impressi on that you
have seen a certain perfin already
and not finding it in the al bum you
begin to wondet wh ether the page
has been mispla ced; a glance a t the
index clea rs thi ngs up very quickly
(a t least In my case.) What Is not
In the index is not in t he a lbum and
vice versa . The index is incompl ete
in as fa r as details a re concerned,
there Is only one entry for C. B. &
Co. an d for va r ian ts the album has
to be referred to .

If anyone should ask for my rea­
son for collecti ng perfins according
to issu es , my reply would be t his :
1 look upon each pe rtin as upon "a
stamp issued in an unknown coun­
try" and I am trying to ascertain
the first and aU subsequ ent issues
of that country, same as or thodox
stamp collectors had to do years
ago when there was no su ch thing
as a Scott, Gibbons , or Yvert cata­
rogue. Substi tute for the word "coun­
try" th e word s "Business finn " and
you ha ve it in a nutshell. I a m nat ­
urally t ryi ng all the time to ascer­
tain use r's identities as well and I
have defini te ly na iled down large
numbers of th em. but many of the
older ones will, I am a fraid. rema in
un kno wn for eve r .
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