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THE ROYAL NI GER COVPANY CHARTERED & LI M TED
By MJ. Burrows

In 1972 nmenber Jack Brandt had an article published in the
Perfins Club Bulletin entitled:

" AKASSA AND THE CHRI STI AN M SSI ONARY SOCI ETY PERFI NS'

Hopeful ly that one day | m ght be |ucky enough to conme across
an exanple of this unusual use of a fairly common G B. perfin, |
have very carefully checked all the copies that have cone ny way
for the tell-tale postmark. This hope has, finally becone a reality
with the discovery of a QV. 2¥d Jubil ee used in Akassa.

As there were no supplies of stanps available in the N ger
Territories, The Royal N ger Conpany purchased various quantities
of the QV. 1881-87 issues, values Yd to 2/6d, and had t hem
forwarded, in parcels of £500 value, to the main trading station
Akassa. This was the chief post town, the post office opening at
the end of 1887. The purchase of British stanps for use in the
Territory was to overcone the annoying, and costly, double fee
surcharge that was |evied by the post office of a foreign country
for handling an unstanped postal item

At first, the transm ssion fee was 6d and before the Conpany
purchased its own stanps, an arrangenent with the British Post
O fice was nmade, whereby if a letter was rubber handstanped by
The Royal N ger Conpany a fee of only 6d was col |l ected upon
delivery. Any unmarked mail w thout the handstanp coul d be subject
to a 1/- surcharge. By 1892 the transm ssion rate had been reduced
to 2¥d per half ounce.

Internal |letters between The Royal N ger Conpany's enpl oyees
were carried without charge. Mail between m ssions, traders and
strangers was carried by The Royal N ger Conpany's agents but at a
speci al parcel handling fee. Any other concern having the need to
use the external mail service soon saw that to avoid the heavy
surcharge a supply of stanps was needed.

De 1 De 2 De 3
Two perfins are known on G B. stanps originating from Akassa,
1. CMS. (Fig.l) Church M ssionary Soci ety

2. UNNCo (Figs. 2&3) A tradi ng conpany operating within
the Territory, identity unknown.

S.E.P.S. RNCI.
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From the above information it will be apparent that G B.
stanps originating fromthe Territory may be cancelled on arriva
at a British port, say Liverpool or Southanpton (or even foreign
post offices such as Portuguese) as well as the Akassa post nmarks
that can be found illustrated in G bbons cat al ogues.

Details of all the known exanples of perfins so far reported
ar e:

1. CMS 24 (S.G 201 : Scott 114)
Cancel | ed 466 at Liverpool wth Akassa
rubber stanp to the left dated 11 DEC 95
(S.G Type 4). This itemis illustrated
in The Philatelist volume 25, being
of fered for auction by Robson Lowe, as
part of the fwilliam'C Hinde'
col l ection. 14th January 1959.

la CMS Jack Brandt collection, Akassa 22 JUL 97
(S.G Type 4). Another exanple with the
sanme pin mssing is known, date not
cl ear.

b CMS 5d (S.G 207a : Scott 118)
Li sted by Jack Brandt, cancelled Akassa
24 JUL 96 (S.G Type 5). Note the
different m ssing pin.

In ny own collection | have the following UV Co dies cancelled
at Sout hanpton. Froma map of that area it will be seen that the
Oxford Street Branch Ofice was in the dock area. O her exanples
of these two perfins are known postnmarked at London.

At present, however, the list that follows nust be regarded
as suspect.

2. UNCo (Fig. 2) 2%4A (S.G 201 : Scott 114)
Cancel | ed OXFORD STREET B. O
SOUTHAMPTON MAY 19 87
2a. UNNCo (Fig. 3) 1d (S.G 172 ; Scott 89)
OXFORD ST. BO SOUTHAMPTON dat e
not cl ear.
2¥d. (S.G 201 : Scott 114)
LI SBON (Portugal ) date not clear.
OXFORD ST. BO SOUTHAMPTON 16 My 98
To summari ze,
G B. used in the Niger Territories:
1d (S.G 172 : Scott 89) 1 possi bl e.
2¥d (S.G 201 : Scott 118) 3 exanples plus 2 possi bl es.
5d (S.G 207a: Scott 118) 1 exanple only.
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