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It was t he editor's pleasure to attend the
APS Convention at Columbus, Ohio, September
ll-l~, where his exposition covers won a
first s i l ve r medal. The exhibit included a
Panama-Pacific Perfin cover to uphold the
cause. A brief visit with David Stump,
former edi tor of t he Perfins Bulletin, was
enjoyed. Also, a chat with George Turner
(#19~), well known philatelic researcher
and writer . In addition, your editor went
with a l ocal club member to make a hospital
visit to Paul Gault (#7~), who was recup
erating from an operation. Happily, Paul
greeted us with the news that his doctor
had j ust released hi m t o go home. Conse
quently, Paul no t only showed up at the
convention the next (and final ) day, but
he even narrated a slide program at a ses
s i on of the German Philatelic Society.
That's wha t you call real dedi cat i on to
philately. Paul is doing research on the
Per f ins of Italy and hopes to have his
mat er i al availabl e f or publication in t he
near f uture. At t he APS Writers Unit
Breakfast on Sunday, your editor was intro
duced to r ead a poem about that group which
he had written on an airplane en route to
Columbus. In making the introduction, MC
Jim Chemi also commented that the APS was
happy to wel come the Perfins Club as a new
unit of the society. Hopefully , each bit
of pUblicity f or the Club i s helpful.

Inc identally, one only has to at t end a
national philatelic convention t o reinforce
his opinion as to what a great bunch of
peopl e philatel ist s are. Famous or unknown ,
r ich or poor , expert or novi ce , all of us
find a co mmon denominator in stamps that
gi ves u s a mutual ity of interest and res
pect. He re and there you find a collector
of excessive ego and /o r intolerance toward
t he collecting inte rests of other s . By and
large , however , stamp collector s ar e just
naturally nice peopl e .

In response to inquiry about running
another Perfins crossword puzzle , the edi
t or hope s t o have one ready f or the com
bined November -December issue. Space limi
tations, plus the time element , make i t
difficult to run the se puz zl es very often.
Incidentally, your edito r has an occasional
cr ossword puzzl e in We stern Stamp Col l ecto r
devoted to general phi lat el i c to pi c s . If
you like crosswords and you ar e a WSC sub
scriber, you might wa tch f or t hose .

Bab Urdang (#988) of Los Angeles ad
vises us that he won a silver awardfbr
hi s exhibit a t Cha r pex ' 75 . Babis one of
our more active ehxibitors of Perfins at
stamp shows, and his increasing success
demonstr ates that a collector who keeps
improving his exhi bi t and showing it every
chance he gets, can be a real winner. Our
congratulations to Bob, and may his example
i nspire other Club members t o exhibit t hei r
Per fins.

In add ition t o his active exhibiting, Bob
Urdang wa s list ed as an apprentice j udge
at ~iPEX '75, t o be hel d at Oxnar d , Cal i f . ,
on Sept ember 20- 21 . Ther e surely must be
other Per f ins Club membe r s who have the
qualif i ca t i on s and de sire t o become jUdges .
Serving as an apprentice j Udge in several
shows i s the fi r s t step , after experience
as an exhibitor, toward becominganaccredi
ted judge .

The Per f ins Club has at l east six mem
bers who are among t he slightly more t han
200 individuals accredited by the American
Phil atelic Society as philatelic judges.
We wonder how many other specialized soci
eties can claim as many APS- accr edi t ed
judges in proportion t o their to t a l member
shi p. The list, perhaps not complete as
given here , includes Bill Bartl et t , Joe
Balough , Ray Cr ow, J i m Har ris, David Stump
and George Turner.

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir:
The July-August 1975 issue of the Bul

l et in contained on Page~ , a short note
sta ting that Dr. Tilles had sent in a photo
of a French artist's proof which has an
"ATP" Perfin at the bottom. Can anyone pro
vide information a s t o why t his proof would
be Perfinned?

This question can be an swer ed best by
another ques t i on : "Can anyone pr ovide info I:'
mation a s to why t he pierced letters 'ATP'
should be call ed a Perfin?"

This item is quite defini t ely not even
a stamp! Just becau se we come up wi th a bit
of paper with init i als cut in it, makes no
reason Why we shoul d dignify it by call ing
i t a Per f in . Dr. Ti l l es should f ami l i ar ize
himself with the definition whi ch de scribes
just what constitute s a Per fin.

"A Per f in i s a st amp which has been per
forated with init i als or insi gniae f or t he
purpose of di scouraging theft or misuse.
SUch perforat i ons must not cancel, change
the value, or change the purpose fo r which
the stamp was issued . "

If there is any di sagreement on this
topic , it should be r eferred to our f or e i gn
Per f in catalog edit or , Mrs. Barbara Kloss .

Sincerely , David Stump

(Editor' s not e : Bar bara Kloss al so re s
ponded on this sub j ect and que stion swhether
the i t em should be cal led a Per f in . Barbara
cons i ders i t a secur ity endorsement and she
offers the informa t i on that the per forated
initials "ATP" represent t he name of t he
print ers, Atelier de Fabricat i on des Ti m
bres-Poste. )
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