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PERFI NS COVE TO WALES
By Ral ph. E. Wornum

During the past year | have been doi ng sone research under
t hi s headi ng and have shown a N ne Sheet'Display to both the Port
Tal bot and the Swansea Phil atelic Societies. That was the found-
ation of these notes.

Early security neasures to "defeat petty pilfering"” of stanps,
i ncl uded underprinting on the back of stanps - under the gum and
users i ncl uded:

| . Copestake, More Cranpton & Co., Ltd (1867)

2. The Oxford Union Society (1869) who issued free

stanps to its nenbers.

It was not |ong before the sane purpose gave rise to experinents
by a M Sl oper, who devel oped a system of perforating designs and
| etters-on stanps, now generally known as ‘Perfins’, which even to-
day are used all over the world.

Exanples are to be found fromall over Wales, one of the
earliest being :- 435.2 GAR (wth two different offset settings)

Great Western Railway. Llanelly 1869

Nat i onal i sati on brought the Railway Executive, Western Region
166 RE/WR and the Docks & I nland Waterways Executive 251.1 D& /W
to Wl es.

Many Wl sh | ocal authorities also use Perfins,

554.2 AU DC = Aberdare Urban District Counci
111.1 CC = Cardiff Gty

111. 3 BC = Barry

111. 3 BC = Bangor Counci

CC (111.1) is used by at |east 6 bodies, and here a Cardiff
postmark or a Wl sh Regional stanp nmakes identification well nigh
100% cert ai n.

Swansea Corporation used two el aborate settings on K GV, and
KGVI. i.e. SSSEA Cpn (Cat. No.s 660.1 & 660.2) but now they are
one of 7 bodies who use SC (121.1)

At | east one Educational Body - University College, Cardiff
uses perfins, UC/ C (40)

NC (51.2) with a Gaent postnmark suggests Newport Corporation.

Wth the re-organisation of |ocal governnment in Wales in 1973,
sone Perfin using authorities disappeared and ot hers were created.

Aber dare UDC becane Cynon Valley District Council = CV/DC

Barry DC becane Val e of d anorgan Borough Council = VG BC

(I have an exanple of this with a Porthcaw postnark)

| amfortunate in having nunerous different stanps from
Bri dgend Paper MII (all with the same BP/M (582.1) setting) includ-
ing sone still on cover with the sender's nane. This is an
excel l ent exanple of establishing the identity of the Perfin.

Nati onwi de organi sati ons have branches in Wales, and | have
Wl sh postmarks as evidence of the foll ow ng bodies:

560.1 LU &R Law Uni on & Rock I nsurance Co. Ltd

196.2 JD John Di cki nson & Co. Ltd
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792 CUGA = Commercial Union Assurance G oup
206. 1 DG = Drake & Gorham Ltd. (later Drake & Scull Ltd)
680.2 C&S = George Cohen Machinery Ltd. (and ot her
menbers of the 600 G oup)
6 QA/BG = Ccean Accident Cuarantee Corporation and
British General I|nsurance Conpany Ltd.
12.1 PAC Prudential Assurance Conpany Limted.

308. 2 NS/ PCC Nati onal Society for the Prevention of

Cruelty to Children. (Cardiff postmark)

851.2 OWs = Cooperative Wol esale Society Limted.

410 HJ/ R = Ryman G oup (Cardiff postmark)

3.1 AA = Aut onobi | e Associ ation

125.5 H&C = Hessl er & Conpany, Hull. (Newport, Mon. p/nk)
NV = National & Vulcan Engi neering |nsurance

G oup (Bridgend postnark).

The Solicitors Law Stationery Society use the intriguing OYEZ
(216.1) and Cardiff and Pontypool postmarks show their link with
Wal es.

From our catalogue | have identified the following in ny
col l ection: -

269 P.J/INT = Pryce, Jones Ltd. Newtown, Mntgonery (QV 1d)
261 PJ =Dtto (KEVII & KGV.)
485 S/&veD = Stewart & MacDonal ds Ltd. (Swansea and

Mert hyr post mar ks)
343 W H. = WlliamHarris, Merthyr Tydfil.
516.2 W = Western Mail Ltd. Cardiff.
11 129 = Usksi de Engi neering Conpany Ltd. Newport, Mon.

Once upon a tine, there was a firm Stubbs Limted, Waterl oo
Street, Swansea who appear to have had representatives all over
the Country, for | have exanples dated 1906 (Perfin S.S) from
Aberystwth, Haverfordwest, Llanelly (as it was then), Swansea,
Mert hyr Tydfil, Neath, Tonypandy, Pontypridd, Porthcawl and Cardiff.
| amrather nystified as to the nature of their business, for
| have many of their stanps with English postmarks. Additionally,
my perfins also establish that Stubbs received correspondence from

K = Kodak Limted ? Wrcester
46. 3 SB = Sonmervill Brothers Limted. Kendal.
FISON = Fison Limted. Ipsw ch

When perfins are used in the Post Town of origin, you can
rely on the postmark to support identity, but if soneone works in
Cardiff and lives in, say Pontypridd, they could provide confusion
by posting en route.

Wiy does the Railway Executive, Western Region stanp have a
Renfrew postmark for exanple?

O her perfins | have with Wl sh post marks which have yet to
be identified with their senders are:

FH &Co post mar ked D57 Bute Docks

RD/ Co/ Ld " Cardi ff.

PD/ AC ! Aber dar e

R&Co/ C " D57 Bute Docks

FR&Co/ C ! ! !

JC &S " " "

VB/ &Co " " "

LL/Ltd " " "

CACor CAG " ... Ily (Central Agency, {d asgow?)
RNB/ WD ! LI andri ndod Wells (April 1975)
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So much for the perfins that | have in ny collection, now | et

us | ook at

217 BD/ &R
497 BM R
548 BOVEY
611.1 B.R

715.1 BT/ D
25.1/.2 CAM RYS

58
510
97
97A
289
376.
29
62

498
863
51.2

212
458
1.28
66
482

1 ER

t he ot her ' Wl sh'

C BC
CMS/Ltd..
D&C/ RB
D&C/ RA
D.L.O

F/ BC
F+C
H&S
JL/Ld
JWS/ C
NC

N./M G/ Co.
RS/ BR

S

T. B/ &Co.
TVI R

PT/ DR

CORY

perfins | amstill watching out for,
Barry Docks & Railway Conpany ,
Brecon & Merthyr Rail way
John Bovey & Conpany, Ltd., Cardiff.
Barry Rail way
British Transport Dock Board
Canbri an Rail ways
Conwy Bor ough Counci
Crossville Mtor Services, Chester
Dee & G wd River Board
Dee & A wd River Authority
David Ownen, Cardiff.
Evans & Reid Coal Conpany Ltd., Cardiff.
Fl i nt Borough Counci
Frazer & Conpany (Cardiff) Ltd.
? (seen with Porthcawl postnark)
John Lysaght Limted, Newport, Mon.
John Wllianms & Sons, Cardiff
Newport (Mon) Corporation. (OGmaent postmark
recently acquired)
Newport Monmout hshire Gas Conpany
Rhondda & Swansea Bay Rail way Conpany
John Summers & Sons Ltd, Shotton, Flintshire
T. Beynon & Conpany, Cardiff.
Taff Val e Railway Conpany, d anorgan.
Port Tal bot Docks & Rail way
Cory Conpanies of Cardiff & London 5 dies,

A Shi el d design used sone years ago by Cardiff City.

(Corporation not Football dub'')

Sorry if this looks rather |like a Catal ogue of Wl sh Perfins
isreally), but if you are | ooking for a new thenme within
the field of Welsh Philately, | amsure that you will find plenty

t inthis tiny corner of the Perfin Wrld.

(which it

of interes
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