
NUMBERS PLEASE!

u.s. ~~ FOREIGN PERFINS
ARE AVAILABLE
FROM THE SAlES MANAGER
WR ITE HIMTODAY

BACK ISSUES NEEDED

V o j t ech Maxa

Li brarian Floyd Wal ker i s trying t o com
pl et e the Library' s se t of past issue s of
the Bull etin of the Perfins Club, but he
needs help f rom any memb ers who have past
i ssue s t hey wi l l share with him.

Walker says he wi l l be gladto get either
originals of the missing i s sues or Xerox
copies of the original s. Walker will arrange
to make Xerox cooies if me mbers will l end
him or iginals for a few days .

All of t he missing issues a re da t ed 1970
or ear l ie r . Walker has pre pa r ed a detai l ed
list of t he missing numbe rs and will supply
a co py of t hat list to any member who thinks
he or she can hel p .

Membe r s who have accumul ations of Per f i ns
literature they wi sh to di s pose of are encour
aged to donate them to t he Librar y. Walker
says extra copie s of any literature will
either be held in a r ese r ve file ,or i f they
ar e needed by the American Philatelic Soci ety
Research Library in Sta t e College , PA, they
will be donated t o that i nsti t ut i on .

Write Librarian Walker a t Box 82 , Grand
view, MO 64030 .
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BY VOJTECH MA XA

Figure 1

I am always fasc inat ed
numbers ins t ead of letters.
numbers have a clear meaning,
time s, they remain mysterie s .

The number 1842 (Figure 1) on a Czech
Per f in i s vitally important to every Czech
male (and to many females , too) si nce it de 
note s t he ye ar of the founding of the famou s
Pilsner Ur quel l e Brewery. For more than a
century, we Czechs and many f or ei gners have
been enjoying t hi s excellent bee r .

The Perfi n shown i n Figure 2 appea r s on
a Br i t i sh Afr ica Company stamp. The number
16/5/ 06 on thr ee lines sugge sts that the de
s ign is not a Perfin designed to protect
postage but rather a dating device of some
sort. The t hree numbers sug gest a date of
16 May 1906 . The dating theory is sup ported
by t he fact that the Per f i n is on a 10
pound sterling s t amp - a consider able sum
of money 70 year s ago . Al though it is im
pos sibl e to confirm , I would a ssume the stamp
was u se d for fiscal purpose s .

I f t he des i gn is indeed from a dating
device , however , it suggest s t hat the ma
chine which punch ed it was capable of being
changed daily . It is difficult , although
not impos s i bl e , to conceive of a machine in
1906 whi ch could easily be changed l ike
this.

Can anybody offer any suggestion s con
cerning the history of thi s de si gn?

The pattern in Figure 3 may al so have a
very inter est ing hi sto ry. The Co2 design
suggests t he chemical f ormula for carbon
dioxide - a gas widely used in t he manu
f acture of soda wa ter. The Perfin i s on a
Hungar ian stamp with a BUdapest postmar k .
~ . ~uite possibly belonged to some sof t 
drink manufacturer. But t he question i s 
whi ch soft drink?

Ther e are other numbers which have inter
esting s t or i e s and pose interesting myster 
ie s. What' s your f avorite?

(Editor' s note: when Vojtech Maxa re 
ceived t he 1974 Hallock Card Award, whi ch
was announced in t he J anua ry 1975 Bulle t in
the editor did not have a photo of Mr. ~~
avai lable to run with t he story. Howeve r
a phot o r ecentl y has been r ece i ved and i~
pr int ed on thi s pa ge . Membe r s will no doubt
be pleased to see a likeness of this man
who has given us so many fine articles. )
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