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WHAT ARE PERFINS? RESULTS OF AUCTION #18

Lot Pr ice Lot Pr ice Lot Pr i ce

I , $0. 35 57 . 55 113 2. 25
2 1.05 58 .25 11'+ .35
3 .~ 59 1.15 115 1.55
'+ .10 60 .25 116 .10
5 . 80 61 .10 117 . 10
6 . 25 62 2. 20 118 . 10
7 -3 0 63 .15 119 . 85
8 . 55 6,+ . 10 120 1.00
9 . 05 65

: ~
121withd rawn

10 . 10 66 122 .10
11 .15 67 .25 123 . 25
12 . 25 68 . 25 12'+ .90

i~
2. 55 69 -35 125 . 50
3 .25 70 .25 126 1 . 35

15 · 30 71 . ~O 127 1 . 0 5
16 1 .15 72 • 0 128 . ~

17 . 05 73 1.15 129 . 35
18withdrawn 7'+ .45 130 . .30
19 . 10 75 -3 0 131 · 35
20 .10 76 .20 132 . ~ 5
21 .25 77 -35 13~ • 0
22 . 15 78 .25 13 -3 0
23 . 05 79 .25 135 . 10
2'+ . 10 80 1.55 136 .30
25 no bid 81 .10 137 .30
26 .20 82 1.00 138 .10
27 .15 83 .35 139 .55
28 .15 8'+ . 35 1'+0 . ~ 5
29 1. 55 85 . 10 141 • 0
30 .80 86 . 20 1'+2 .50
31 1 . 6 5 87 . 20 1'+3 . '+0
32 1 .~ 88 .20 1'+'+ 1.05

~~
1.15 89 . ~ 1'+5 2.30

. ~ 90 2. 05 1'+6 .35
35 -3 5 91 .~O 1'+7 -3 0
36 . 20 92 1. 0 l~ . 05
37 .35 93 2.1 5 Ilj.9 .~

33 2. 15 9'+ 1.10 150 .lj.5
39 -3 0 95 .35 151 2.55
lj.Q .20 96 . 25 152 . 80
41 .15 97 .90 153 . 20
~2 . 10 98 .15 15'+ . 10
~3 1.35 99 . 10 155 .10
'+'t . 10 100 .30 156 .25
'+5 . 10 101 .55 157 .50
'+6 1.05 102 1. 05 158 .10
lj.7 . 25 103 1.00 159 3 . 80
~ 1. 55 10lj. . 20 160 . ~
lj.9 . 15 105 . 75 161 . 35
50 . ~ 106 . '+5 162 .25
51 3 . 15 107 .~5 16~ . 15
52 _. •50. 108 . 05 16 .20

' ~ . 30 109 .~. '-- .20 165 015
.30 110 .25 166 . 30

55 . 20 111 . 55 (continued
56 .30 11 2 .30 on pa ge 5)

Foll owing are t he results of Perfins Club
Auct i on #18 , a s submit ted by Auc t i on Chair
man Dorot hy Balough ( see November - De cember
1975 issue for original de sc r i pt ion of lots ) :

BY VOJTECH MAXA

The que stion in the t i t le isn't a s nai ve
a s it sounds and it i s not a s easy t o answe r
a s one might first suspec t .

I had to try to an~.er t he que stion when
I wrote a serie s of a r t i cle s f or t he Zpra
voda ! , the pUbl icat ion of the Czech Perf i ns
Cl ub, on Off ic i al Perfi n s . One day I hope
t o enl arge the ar t i cl e f or the Bulle t i n.

It is gener ally accepted t ha t the word
Per f i n i s composed of port ions of two others 
PERforated I Ni t i al - and t ha t it denote s a
stamp with some ki nd of symbol produced by
a perfor ator. But a quest i on i mne di ately
arise s : what kind of symbol?

Nor mal ly the symbol consi s t s of l et t e rs or
numeral s or a combination of t he t wo.
Other Per f ins are i n the f ormof var ious geo
metric patterns such a s circles , c ro sse s ,
square s , triangles , or even l i nes. On still
other Per fin s we can ob serve simpli f ied pi c
tures of variou s ob jec t s such a s a windmil l,
a hand holding a c i garette , an el ephant, a
cow, crossed hammers, anchors , cof f ee-grin
ders, Chr istmas t r ee s , f i sh , and f l ags , just
to name a few.

I t should be noted he re that we usually
confound the wor ds Perfin and pe r f inned
stamp. Strictly speaking, a Pe r fin is the
perforated or punched text or symbol, while
a stamp wi th sucha perforated symbol should
be calleda per f inned stamp. For convenience
however, the word Perfin is used wi th both
meanings - the symbol itself and the s t amp
that has been per fo rat ed or punched .

All pe r f inned symbolsare fo rmed by ho l e s ,
usually more than f iveand somet ime s as many
as a hundred. But some stamps are punched
with special t ools sha ped like stars, cro sse s ,
hal f moons , or squares or even circl es from
2 millimeters in diamet er upward. Are t he se
"punche s" also Per f ins ?

In my opini on, punched sta mps a r e Perf ins .
But be f or e we give any punched stamps t he
status of a Per f i n,we mu s t find out who did
the punching and why.

The original and most common users of
Perfin s were private firms who perforated
their stamps to safeguard them against use
by unauthorized persons. These firms usu
ally did their own per f orat ing, or, i n some
cases, bought the i r s t amps al r eady per fo r 
ated from firms specializing in post al pro
tec tion devices. But Per fin s have a lso been
created by some governments - both nat i onal
and local - to prevent unaut hor i 7. ed use of
postage suppl i e s . And in some ca ses per f or 
ations have been employed by postal author -

" ities t o ' change "t he ' 'char act er of ' r ega l ar "
postage stamps.

(continue d on page 2)



This group is mor e complicated, but it also
can be divided into three di st i nct sub
group ings :

o Service Perfin s are in reality official
or service st amps produce d centrally by
the post of f i ce by perfora ting or pun
ching specific symbols on regular stamps
and distributing t hese stamps t o t hose
requiring t hem. The stamps can serve as
payment of postage on offici al letters or
as postage due , telegraph, r a ilway, or
other special purpo se stamps.

o Departmenta l Per fin s are t hose pr epa r ed
for the use of a single governmental de
partment (mi ni s t r i e s , offices, boards,
state-owned enterprises,and so on). They
can either be prepared centrally or on
the spot by the particular department
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WHAT ARE PERFINS? (continued from front page)

Taking into consideration the legal status
of their users, all Perfins can be grouped
into two major groups: Private and Of f i ci al .
And each group canbe further divided accor
dL~g to their r oles within the grouping.

PRIVATE PERFINS

This group embraces three SUbgroups:

o Perfins used by various manufacturing,
trade , banking, and other firms with the
sole purpose of protecting the stamps
against misuse;

o Personal Perfins used by individuals who
in most cases are philatelists interested
in Perfins collecting (the safety factor
is secondary and the Perfins serve pri
marily as philatelic souvenirs); and

o Perfins for philatelic exhibitions which
are used by phi lat el i c organizations for
raising money (again, the safety factor
is not i mportant).

It will be seen that the second and third
subgroups have similar characteristics, but
I still think they should remain in separate
SUbgroups. A fe w examples may help:
o More than 98 per cent of the wolrd's Per

fins are or wer e used by business and in
dustry to protect stamps against unauth
orized used. That 's why Joseph Sloper
created Perfins and Perfins have been an
effective security endorsement for pos
tage stamps f or mor e than a century.

o Jim Harris' per sonal Perfins "rl and HAR
RIS or L. R. Murray's Christmas tree are
examples of per sona l Perfins used by in
dividuals primar i ly for phi lat el i c pur
poses.
The Bul garian Perfin P. L. belonging to Dr.
Paul Leverkhun (Bul l et i n, Oct ober 197~)
also falls into t his category.

o The EL/ PEX Perf in u sed at t he El Paso
Stamp EL~ibition and other such Perfins
fall into t he f ina l category of phi la
telic exhibition per f ora t i ons .

OFFICIAL PERFINS

which uses them.
o Cancelling Per f i ns ar e used by the pos t al

authoritiesto render mintor already can
celled stamps unfit for further use.

Once again, a few examples can i l l u st rat e
t hese subgroupings more clearly:
o Service Perfins includes, among others,

the Canadian OHMS Perfins,the Australian
OS and Sudanese S.G. Perfins, the Luxem
bourg stamps perforated with t he word
OFFICI AL or SWiss stamps perforated with
a cross. All these are official or ser
vice stamps. Other stamps which may be
included in this SUbgroup are Tunisian
stamps perforated with a T (for postage
due), Spanish stamps with a T and a num
ber (telegraph stamps), and Bavarian
stamps with an E (for railway use ).

o British stamps with t he Perfin HMlso for
Her Majesty's Stationery Of f i ce , are in
cluded in the subgroup f or departmental
Per f ins . Others are the Perfins of Eng
lish county or t own councils, the German
POL Perfins, and the Chicago I/WILL Per
fin.

o In t he Cancelling Per f in subgroup belong
all those stamps perf orated wi t h the i n
scription SPECIMEN or similar words i n
other languages, as well as Russian Per
fins applied by post offices to stamps
on various postal receipts to prevent the
subsequent fraudulent reuse of the stamps.

It will be noted that I have nowhere men-
tioned stamps with safety de vices printed
on t he fac e of the stamp - or on the reverss
under the gum. The se are ca lled security
endorsements and do not f all int o our sphere
of interest. They can be collected and
are a legitimate subject of phi late l i c i n
qui ry but they should not be mi xed with
Per f ins .

In summary , t hen , a Perf in is a safety
device appl i ed to a s t amp ora pi ece of po s
tal s tationery. It consi sts of le tters, nu 
me ral s , geometric pattern s or var ious sym
bol s produced by per fo rat ion ne edl e s or pun 
ching t ool s . Accordi ng t o t he social status
of the Per f i n ' s user , t hey ar e divide d i nt o
two ma j or groups pr i vate and off icial 
and i nto sever al SUbgroups according t o the
specific purpose t hey serve.

I pr e sent t his def i niti on and classifi
cation of Per f i ns f or di scussi on in t he Bul
l etin becau se it seems to be a fundamental
issue f orthe further development of Per fins
collec t Ing,

Additiona l comnents f rom r eader s will be
appreciated .

THE P~RFINS BULLSTI N IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY
( EXC EPT JULY-AUGUST AND NOVEMBER- DECEMBSR,
WHICH ARE COMBINED) BY THE PERFI NS CLUB,
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BY !U DLAND COMPANY, 365'7 OAKLEY AVENUE,
MEHPHIS, TN 38111.
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