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ADS :-1c per word. 3 t imes for t he
price of 2.

RA I L ROAD PERF I NS
My in ter est in ra il perfins stems

from my hobby of being a 'ra il fan,"
following a peri od of service as a
railroader, termina t ed during last
depression. H a vi ng a cquired 'i ron"
in t he blood, t he ou tlet ca m e via
"philatelic r ail roading ," postage
showi ng locomotives, trains , stations,
signals, etc ; and, in cour se of time,
ca me R R pe r lin s w ith my efforts
confine d natura lly to this specialty.
This has had it 's m erits, as I ha ve
been able to do the job more justice
t ha n woul d have been possible with
a g en eral collection.

Obtaining t hem has been relatively
easy , having s ev eral sources through
agents, clerks, a nd ot he r s of the rail
f raternity, a s well as swaps wi th
other perfin collectors . P r evious to
my association with our Society , it
was m erely a matter of contacts
whic h has built up my co llection .

For mounting in expensively, yet
ad equate, I have use d dime store 2
ri ng binders, 8 %x 11, w hi t e paper
with s tamps mo unted on bla ck m a ts,
face up, usi ng separate pa ge fo r
"s eries " , pattern (in the case of a
road ha ving mo re than one), com­
m ens, a irmails, et c. or any natural
g r oupi ng. Top of ea ch pa ge is letter­
ed with name of r a ilr oad and, to
"dr ess up" t he pages, I paste on
lower ri g ht ha nd co r ne r , a monogram
of the wad, which is clipped from
timetable or advertising matter.
Where a roa d has several pages, var­
ious co lored monos a dd considerable
to the a ppearance. Thus the expense
of mounti ng is ve r y r easonable and
flex ibl e as the co llecti on grows. At

ALBUM PAG ES
Your sec re t a r y no w ha s bl ue or

hla ck CO\'OI' paper for ..111' at COS l .

I'un cherl to fi t ~-ring hinder. Post agt
i. ex t ra . Ot her sizes quoted a ll r equest

5 ¥., x ¥.,- 10 sheets 5c
¥., x 11 - 10 sheets IDe.

·~ II /)t s t a mps ma y be sent fo r sm all
II 1110 \II Its, ~n lll p l e tf blue is' eu closeu.
All ow two weeks for sh ipme nt .

present I ha ve som e 110 r a il roa ds,
( abou t 25 obsolete ) housed in 4
albums.

Some of the large roads, such a s
P RR, N YC, SP&CPR have plenty of
items and take up to 6 or 7 pages
each, while many have on ly one, and
never will ha ve more, having cea sed
to perf throug h a bs orption by a
lar g er system a nd using the latter's
perfs (suc h a s P &LE ) or being ob­
solete, ha ving gone out of exi s tance,
such a s Quebec Cent ral.

A study of m y colle cti on has re­
vealed a few fa cts which may be
in teresting. Some 11 different class­
ifica ti ons (8 types) cove r t he field ,
a bout half of t hose listed by Dow ,
w ith 3 a ccou nting for a bout 80% of
th e varieti es ( l H , 2H, diagonal )
which prob ably wou ld be ex pe cted
and in te resting perhaps, only 3
classe s w it h one road ea ch . Brief re­
ca pitulati on a t end of article. S ix
roads use 2 types and on e (CP R)
uses 3. To the Big 4, goes the hono r
of having the only pattern with
"numeral", being show n wi th word
"BIG" in semi-circle over "4" under­
neath. I cons ider t h is a very neat
it em. T he Waba sh al so has a ver y
nea t pattern-using t hei r " F lag"
mono g ram a s a pattern-with a " VV"
ins ide a flag (endogram.)

Also of interest might be the ex­
t ent to which so me r oa ds perf various
valu es and issues. About 7 or 8 of
t he larger roa ds have perfed ev ery­
thin g from ordina r y postage to air­
mails, special delivery and comm erns,
and many have perfed since 1908,
when U. S. autho r ized it by law.
H ow ever, I have quit e a few which
used N o. 300 - the rc Franklin of
1902 and the S. D. top s th em all
wi t h N o . 255" the 4c chocola t e of
189·1(Gr a nt) . I would be interested
to lear n if a nyone has seen any of
the ea rli eer Corn m erns perfed by rail­
roads-such as P an America ns or
T rans-M iss issipp i, etc. I ha ve qu it e a
few pe rfed com m em s suc h as Balboa,
P an-Pa c, Walloon and Mayflow er.

A few oth er oddities - a 3c parcel
post by M&K (no w obsolete, one
Flag com mem by E R IE , an Erick­
son by B&A, a n Army a nd Navy by
MARKET ST. RY of S. F. a nd 2c
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POSTAL SLOGANS
Will swap U, S. for Canadain

fro m 2x4 up to entlres,

WANTE D- MW printed cont rol
')recancels of Albany, N. Y. Ask
for list.
HALLOCK CARD, OTSELIC, N. V.

Change of Address

52. K . F . Lougee
203 Pi erce Avenue
J ackso n, Mich ig an

o

The Perfins Inclosed are by cour­
tesy of Myron L. Sherman.

o

--~o...---

NEW MEMBERS

124 . H orace C. Adams
2424 Fl oren ce Avenue
Arcadia , Califo rnia
C, For. gov' t offic ial only , par ti ­
cularly Br. E mpire

125. J erome Mehringer
4669A • N . 125 Street
Butler, \Vis consin
C, Typ, Cov, Gen .

o

--~O)---

SEND FOR A SELECTION today.
P erfins, one cent each, also pr ecan­
eels of a ll kinds . Wallace H ilborn,
368 Laurel Avenue, H ighla nd P ark,
Illinois. 13-6

o

TOO MANY
MEMBERS

ARE WILLING TO HELP
FINANCIALLY I

BUT
WE NEED ARTICLES TO

ISSUE A JOURNAL I

CATALOG WILL BE
PRINTED AND MAILED

AS READY.

Thanks are ex tende d to all who
have sent perftna for distribution to
the members. When the quantity has
been short your edi tor has included
some of his du plicates . Also he win
send some to anyone sending a 3c
stamp.
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- Bob Gray
P. O. Box 211, Sandu sky, Michigan

Roosevelt by IHB To GTW goes the
honor of perfin ing the Canadia n type
'\'T·1, which is the A43 with War­
Tax overprint. My highest value is
a 30c butfal o of 1920 by GH&H.
H ow these oddi ti es co mpare with
genera l issues would be interesti ng
to k now.

Another in teresting fac t, pe rha ps,
is that CPR and CNR both rate very
high in issues, but they pe rhaps
have an advantage because they use
bo th U. S. and Canadian postage .
CP R no doubt also uses foreign perfs
as I have a Cover from Antwerp
(corner ca r d) with a Belg ium stamp
for that road a nd a British stamp
with same perf.

W orthy of note might be that 2
roads only, spell out their name,
the ERIE with D pattern a nd RUT­
L AND 'with 2H patte rn ; a nd SOO
Lr:-;E us es it's familiar dollar sign,
by combining the S with the 1.,
which Is It's monogram al so.

In closing, I have included in my
collec ti on fir-rna directly co nn ected
with ra ilro ads, such as Baldwin and
Am erican Loco ., Pullman Car & mfg.
JI M . Cnr & Fdv.. etc . wh ich mi gh t be
tenned my branch lin es , as a ll ratl­
roads use their products.

If interest me ri ts I w ould be glad
at a future date to list the roads I
ha ve and appreciate data. Also, if
me mbers have any qu estions, w ill be
glad to try to answer bu t as I have
qu ite an extensive correspondence in
my railfan activities, plea se be gov­
er ned accordingly . All inqui ries w ill
be answered if possible.

R E-CA P IT U LAT IO N
Pattern N'o.
Diagonal

2H
IH

Exogram
(C of G, CN W , DM&N,

3H
(QO&KC, WP&Y ,
KR&LC, LS&MS)

Monos
I NYO&W. SOO LDIE.
Hypogram
(ST, F E . P Al'AMA RR. )

U , L .
( Rd.r, Southern )
En dogram
(We stern Ma ryland )
N (numera l )
( B i g -4 )
o (over la p ping)
(T CI&R)




