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SPLITS AND OTHER DE F

Wa r re n T ra vel!

I n P erfins, it is t he pu nching­
the pa ttern of the punched ho les ,
which is of primary importance
while the othe r features of the stamp
beco me secondary. So it comes about
t hat, a s long as the pattern of the
holes is clear and com plete, we may
overlook many of the common stamp
detrimen ts, suc h as straight-edges,
thin spots, heavy cance llations and
tiny tears, Of course, t he mo re per ­
feel the stamp is the better a nd no
one wants a n item in his collection
which is an eye-sore bu t with perfins
w e are looking a t those funny littl e
hol es-a nd not for slight defects.
The corollary of all this reasoning
is that a perfin whi ch does not ha ve
a g ood complete pattern of holes is
defective and shou ld bc in the dis­
card. The most co mmon defect in
perfins ' r esu lts from the sprea ding
of the pattern over two stamps and
such pertins may be called "splits"
for short. The se resul t , of course,
from careless wor k on the part of
those who pe rform the manual job
of perforating stamps in companies '
offices. Th e slovlines s wit h which
this work is usua lly done in the
Unit ed States as compared wi th th
meti culous care exercised in almost
every other country in the perform­
ance of the same kind of job, fu rn ­
ishe s a g-ood oppor tunity fo r making
compar is ion of nation al character­
is t ics .

I t is a lso to be noted that in gen­
eral th e perfins of other countries
no t on ly have complete, well-centered
pat terns but they are a lmost always
" r ight side up with ca re ," wherea s
here we find every possible m is ­
arrangem ent, such as inverts, ob ­
verts, inver ted obverts , s idewa ys u p,
s ideways down, double pu nc hing, etc .
In the writer's opinion, it a w as te
of ti me and ene rgy to a tt empt dis­
tinguish ing betwee n these m inor
variations in placem ent of pattern
and, while such mal-arrangem en ts

are not to be regarded as defects,
t he y m ay be tolera t ed.

Another more serious defect re­
sults from th e breaking of pins in
the punch with the result of missin~

hol es in the perfin pattern . The pri­
mary cause of this may be t raced
back to a noth er national att r ibute­
hu r ry and ru sh . \Vhen that same
u biquitous office-boy tries to pu nch
twice as many sheets at a time as
he should, so mething ha ppens­
either pins break or the bottom
sheets are not perforated. A few
missing hol es may be tolera ted but
when so many are lack ing that the
pat t ern is ind istinct or ind eterm in ­
ate, the proper place for suc h a per­
fin is the wastepaper basket. Again,
it is to be noted that few pe rfins
from foreign count ries show m issing
holes. On th e othe r hand , the perfo­
ration wor k in the offices of som e
American companies is so poo rly
performed as to r eflect upon their
business managemcn t. One does not
ha ve to have co llec ted many pe rtins
before he learns that the output of
some us ers is so poor that it is diff i­
cult to find a single on e of their
perfins in perfect cond ition .
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126. L. N . Littlefield

76 Morgan Stre et
Melros e 76. Massachuset t s
C, Ty p, Cov, U. S. F or when
ti ed in with U. S. concerns

127. H a vdon E . LaNois
70 -:Morgan Street
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C, X, Iss, S t r , Cov, Gen.
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D O vOU KNOW: the a ddress of

Irving SwalwelI, 33. a nd R. DcBatty.
123 ?

----<0----
It is with regret w e learn tha t

Warren Travcll has been ill for mo re
than two mo nths. We a re glad to
hea r tha t he is im pro ving slowly at
this writing and hop e he will sOOP.
be able to be about aga in .

o
The P erfi ns inclos ed are bv cour­

tesv of F . F. P ersa ns and' H. A.
Wa r rell .
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