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Perfins Club members are now recelvlng ,
or will shortly receive , t he new certificate
of membershi p shown below (much reduced).

This isa permanent ce r tificate,replacing
the annual membership card pre viously issued .
The use of this certificate will save t he
Club the considerable amount of money for­
merly spent on t he mailing out of the cards
every year.

In view of the f act t hat thi s is a perma­
nent certificate, members may want to frame
it or otherwise put it i n a place of safe­
keeping. Any inquiries conce rning the cer ­
tificates should be addressed t o Secretary
Floyd A. Wal ker , P. O. Box 82,Grandvi ew, MO
64030 .

24TH LIFE MEMBER
Robert T. Combs of Campbell , Cal i f or ni a,

has become the 24th member of the Perfins
Club to make a $60 i nve st ment in a l i f e t i me
of philatelic enjoyment. Combs has become
Life Member #24 of the Perfins Cl ub.

In a note accompanying hi s check , Combs
not ed that he has built up a collection of
U. S. and foreign Perfins from f ewer t han
100 types to mo r e than 2, 000 t ypes in less
than two years. And , he added , he has had
a l ot of pleasure in the proce s s .

Combs,whose other interests include pre­
cancels, exhibition cards , back of t he book
material , and Great Br itain and British
Eur ope, joined the Cl ub i n 1975.

Life Membership in the Club i s $60--whi ch
is the equivalent t o 15 years at t he cur r ent
$4 per year membership fee. Life members
receive all benefits of club membe r ship f or
the r est of their l ives withou t further pay­
ment of dues. Even if t he dues increase ,
Li f e Member s remain unaffected .

Other members who wish to pur chase Life
Membe r ship may send their $60 checks or
money orders to Secretary Floyd A. Walker,
Box 82, Grandview, MO 64030.

I f you have a "black l i ght " that wi l l
permit you to read me ssages written in
ult ra-violet i nk , you ne ed to take a look
at your f irst-day-of-use cover for the PF
Perfins.

Each one of t he covers has be en marked
with ultra-violet ink (invisible to the eye
in norma l light ) as a safeguard against pos­
sible attempts to create phony covers .

It seems t ha t J ohn Burns r an up aga inst
pyramiding post al regulations when he put
the covers together. Because he u sed pre­
cancels on the covers, he had to secure a
bulk mailing permit for the covers--and t he
PO would not run the covers through the nor­
mal dater-canceller. So a special cancel
was applied and the bulk mailing permit was
sent in for validation.

But the USPS then revoked the mailing
permit on t he grounds that John had used too
much postage on the coversl By this t ime,
John was wavering somewhere between nervous
breakdown and a compelling desire to deck
somebody . Fortunately , calm and caution
prevailed and John turned to ultra-violet
ink instead.

And thus i f you r ead your cover under
untra-violet light , you' ll f ind proof that
the cover i s l egi t i mat e - - plus a personal
me ssage from John Burn s.

The cover s, whi ch are still available
from Burns at 65¢ each, will make ni ce
souvenirs of the Perfins Club show at
SESCAL thi s f all . And complete sets of the
five patterns off cover are al so available
for 55¢ each .

And of course any member can write John
for a supply of current U. S. postage with
the PS pattern. Ju st send along an amount
equal to the amount of postage you want.
There i s no charge for the Perfin i t self .
However, please enclose a s tamped r e t u rn
envelope i f you order just the postage.

Club officer s are using their special
Perfins on all corre spondence, so if you
want used cop ies f rom each of t he off icers,
you might t hi nk up a r eason to drop them a
not e .

Plans ar e progressing forthe SESCAL show
t o be he ld at the Ambassador Hotel in Los
Angeles on October 14-16. The Per f i n s Club
will have approximately 100 frame s of mater­
ial (if you want to exhibit, write Jo hn at
once ) and t her e will be a l uncheon and
other special event s during the show for
Perfins Club members.

Information, covers, s t amps , and j us t
plain f r i endly he lp are available f rom John
Burns, 7641 Carbon Ci rcle, La Palma , CA
90623 .

SAGA OF THE CLUB COVERS

THE PERFINS BULLETIN IS PUBLI SHED MONTHLY (E XCEPT
JULY-AUGUST AND NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, WHICE ARE COM­

BINED ) BY THE PEFFI NS CLUB , 3 1 71 GLENGARRY COVE ,
MEMPHIS , TN 3 812 8 . SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT
MEMPHIS, TN . MEMBERSHI P IN THE PERFINS CLUB IS $4 .00
PER CALENDAR YEAF, $3. 0 0 OF WHICH I S FOR SUBSCRIPTION
'IO THE BULLETIN . THE PERFINS BULLETI N IS PRINTED BY
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comfort , your Club's sec­
And so are some of t he ot he r

they've got nice ce rtificates

DUES are DUE!-----

Andif you have to l ook up the word eudae­
moni st i cal ly, you won't be the onl y one .

A CHICKEN IN EVERY POT ·(continued) _
As far as the U. S. Po st Of f i ce is con­

cerned, Perfins are per f ec t ly acceptable on
stamps- - provided the perforation meets t he
criteria established in Post al Regulation
142.13, which r eads.

Po s tage and special del i very stamps
may be perforated wi th an identify­
ing mark if the holes do not exceed
1/32 of an inch in di amet er and if
t he space taken by the mark is not
l arger than t - inch square.

Not e that t he regulation doesn't say a
word about what happen s if someone other
than you uses your Perfin. The post office
permits you t o use Per f ins on your mail,
but it isn't the leas t bit concerned with
whose Perfin you use.

If you are on friendly terms with your
local pos t a l clerks, ho...ever, they will
surely notice your Perfi n and ask you abou t
it. Here in Grandvie..., my Perfin i s a
major topic of conversation at the post
off ice and I've had to explain the Whys and
...herefore s of Perfins to more than one cur­
ious postal patron ...ho heard about my pat­
tern f rom one of the clerks.

Obviously,once you own a perforator, you
can poke holes in anything you can sli de be­
t ...een the pins and the base plate. But a s
a Perfin s collec t or and a philatel i st , you
have certa in obl igations.

Basicall y, you should not perforate any
stamps no t currently available f rom t he post
office. That means you can pe rforate cur­
rent defi nitives and co mmemoratives-- and
even older stamps if supplies are still
available at the post office.

But you should not per f orat e any of those
old 3¢ commems you have around t o use for
phi l at e l i c postage. Ne i t he r should you per­
forate any foreign sta~ps unless you ac ­
tually travel to and use the stamps in the
coun t ry of their origin. And even then
your Perfin on foreign postage is not ex­
actly kosher.

Tnere is no rule, postal or otherwise,
that says you can't perforate any stamp
you want . But you shouldn 't. A new Perfin
on an ol d stamp is a s much a fake as a
forged cancellation.

Some have expressed concern that person­
al Per f ins wi l l da mage Per f ins philately
like the "sand castle kingdoms" have damaged
gene r al stamp collec ting. I don't think so.
I t hi nk the new patterns wi l l draw fresh
attention to Perfins and to the hob by.

We will be in danger only if we fail to
recognize these Perfins for what they are.
They are no t "true Perfins " and they are
not sec urity endorsements.

They ar e publ i city items and personal
ego tr ip s . They a re a fun side to ser i ou s
philat ely .

certifieda
WANNA BE ASESCALPF?---

to beHow would you like
SESCALPF?

If it 's any
retary i s one.
offi cers. And
to prove it.

As reported in l a st month's Bul letin,
each of the special first day of use cover s
fo r t he PF Perfin Was marked with ultra­
violet i nk as a saf eguard against po ssible
attempts t o cr ea t e phony covers. The ink i s
visi ble only under "black l i ght . " In addi ­
tion to a "security endorsement" in ultra­
violet ink, the covers also carry an addi­
tional message from John Burn s, cha i r man of
the Club's SESCAL Exhibit.

Now, i f you' ll find an ultraviolet light
and decipher the markings John put on the
cover s, and send John a note telling him
wha t you f ound , he ' ll make you a SESCALPFI

And he'll send you a certificate to prove
it.

And i f you don't have any of the speci al
covers l you can st ill order them from John
Burn s l7641 Carbon Ci rcle, La Palma, Calif .
90623). The covers are 65¢ each1 and com­
plete sets of the five special ~F patterns
are 55¢ eac h.

In addit i on, member s can order speci al
s t at i one ry and envel opes promoting the show.
And pos tage suppl ies ca r ryi ng the PF pattern
may be ordered from Burns at face value.

Member s are urged to ge t involved in the
SESCAL shov , It certa i nl y promises t o be
t he mo st i nte r est ing--and t he large st- -Pe r ­
fin s Club Nat ional Exhibi t ever st aged .

Member s who want to exhi bi t at the show
should contact Burns at onc e for i nformation .
A limited number of f r ames will be avai l abl e
for Perfins exhibits.

Incident al ly, becoming a SESCALPF means
you' r e ~agacious ~daemonistically ~tudying

s;.ollecting And 1isting .Eeriin s .

!f you ha ven' t sent Secretary Floyd Wal ­
ker your check for your 1977- 78 dues,now is
the time t o do so. All dues f or the comi ng
yea r are due on July 1.

The secretary sent each member a beauti­
ful new membe r shi p certificate this sp r i ng ,
along with a note t elling each member when
hi s or her member ship expires. If the note
wi th your certificate had a 1977 on i t ,that
means you need t o send Walker a check for
$4 .00 .

Member s are i nvited t o pay dues in ad ­
vance •• •f or as many year s as desired , just
so the dues payment is in $4.00 increments.

And, of course , the real ly wi se member
will seriously consider spending $60 on a
life membership. Life members will never
again have t o worry about dues, no ma t terha<
long they live or how much the dues go up
in future yea r s . It's a super investment
for serious Perfins collectors.

All dues checks shoul d be ma i l ed to Wal­
ker at Box 82, Grandview, MO 64030.
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