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The earliest da t ed Aus t r i an Perf in I have
se en is from May 5, 1879 , t wo years af te r
t he official ap proval was granted by t he
gove rnment. But I have Pe r f ins which appear
older, al t hough t hey l ave i llegible dates.
One is an RL, probably belonging t o R.
Lechner , Vi enna , on the 187~ Franz Josef
5-kreuzer stamp (Fi gur e 3). The Perfin de
sign is r ather crude and it i s possible
t hat some l ocal craftsmantried--without sue
cess--t o mat ch Sloper 's skill.

I a m quite certain t hat Per f i ns were ac 
tually used in Au st r i a bef ore Apr il ~, 1877,
alt hough I cannot provi de dated copies to
prove i t . Ther e i s , however, indirect pr oof .

On J une 2, 1886, the Post Of f i ce enlarged
i ts ori gina l decree of 1877 to permit t he
use of Per f i ns on post cards and other s t a 
tionery. Curiously enough, it was Messr s .
Paget & Companywho had applied their Perfin
to post cards as early as January 1881--a
ful l f ive years before such use was sanc
tioned. I t is easy to draw t he conclusion
that the Aus t r i an government was, on April
~, 1877 , merely giving official sanction t o
what had been a pract ice f or some time.

( cont i nue d on pa ge ~)

Fig. 3Fig. 2Fi g. 1

100 YEARS OF PERFINS IN AUSTRIA----by VOjtech Maxa
Officially it all started on April~, r eaff i r med that the overwriting of t he ad

1877 , when a decree was published in Vienna dre ss was legal,but said that st amps partly
in the Official Gazette authorizing "firms cancelled with a cachet must be regarded a s
or other persons to provide their stamp s no stamp and dealt with accordingly. It
wi th small per f orat ed letters or other insig- should be noted that I have yet t o see such
nia " to saf eguar d them against pilfering. a l et t er bearing postage due stamp s.

That means that April ~ , 1977, was the Stil l another methodof security endorse-
100th birthday of Au s t r i an Perfins and of ment was t ried, but only rarely. That' s a
the Perfins of all t hose countries whi ch small rel ief print in t he shape of an oval,
grew out of t he collapse of the Austro- some 5 by 10 millimeters, bearing the name
Hunga r i an Empire a t the end of Wor l d War I. and address of a firm . I have one example
These new countries mer el y "accepted" mos t of this i n my collection and it appears that
Austrian postal regulations as t heir own. there were very few such relief prints used

But in the Austro-Hungarian Empire-- un- since it wa s quite an expens ive method of
like Great Br i t a in- -the acceptance of Per - protection.
fins asthe safest mean s of protecting stamps We know that Joseph Sloper tri ed person
was not easy . On the contrary, Austria, ally t o sel l hi s perfora ting machines on t he
lacking anyone as enthusiastic f or t he idea continent and it is qui t e certain that he
as England's Sloper, wa i t ed nearly a decade succeeded in at least one case. Messrs.
before copying t he Perfins idea f r om Gr eat Paget & Comp any used a Perfin which bear s
Britain . the definite signs of Sloper's "signature "

Stamps wer e first used i n Austria on July (Figure 1). Not only t he l ayout -- whi ch
1 , 1850 . And t he Au s t r i ans did no t have a evades the monar ch ' s head - - but also the
"penny post" a s did Great Britain : Aus t r i a ' s t ypical Sloper ampersand- -mark the Paget &
f i r st issue was i n de nominations from 1 to Company design as Sloper's wor k. Another
9 kreuzers . The inland letter fee was 3 Perfin--M & Company , Vi enna- - ha s the same
kr euzer s and it was a sum tempting to office ampe rsand and could also be the work of
clerks who carted mail to the po st office. Sloper (Fi gur e 2). The distinctive amper-

The Austrian post office never bought sand was not used l at er when Austrian firms
stamps f r om the publ i c a s did the po st began to produce perforators.
office i n England , but t hi s wasn't a handi
cap to the office clerks. They me rely t ook
t heir stamos to tobacconist s who wer e t he
main providers of stamp s to the Austrian
oublic. The tobacconi sts bought stamps from
the post office at a mer e 1 percent discount
and resold them at face t o the public. But
they bought from the sticky-fingered office
clerks at a much greater discount.

In an effort to stop the pilferL~g, sev
eral Vienna business firms i ns t ruct ed their
clerks to write the addresses on the enve
lopes after t he stamps had been affixed and
i n such a manner t hat part of the f ancy and
or na t e handwri ting went over the s tamps.
Ot he r s instructed t heir clerks to apply the
firm's cachet (a rubber stamp giving t he
name and address of the firm) in such a way
that it partly cancelled t he stamps.

These prac tices had been in effect for
nearly 10 year s when f i nal l y, on June 18,
1860 , a postal ci r cular confirmed t hat it
was legal to pr otec t s tamps by wr i t ing par t
of the addr es s ove r them . My t heory is
that some eager postal off ic i al did no t want
to accept such a letter it s se nder com
plained to t he author i ties, and an off i cial
decision r esulted.

Letterswith t he s t amps partly overwr i t t en
by the address are scarce · much more common
are letters wi th the firm1s cac het employed
for prot ec t i on . Obvi ous l y the latter method
was quicker, easier, and more effec tive. A
pen stroke on a stamp could easily be re
moved and the stamp used again - - i t i s not
difficult to write a new address i n such a
way as to match up with t he pen strokes of
the old addre ss .

On April 11 , 186~ the pos tal author i t i e s
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RESPONSE TO ARTICLES---------- _ _
r ecent articles, Leif

Sweden , submits t he
I n response t o

Ber gman of Lidingo,
f ollowing :

Figure 1 shows se veral f ore i gn bill
stamps of Great Britain bear i ng t he over
print of Comptoir d'Escompte de Paris
Nat ional e. Di scus s ion of these overprints
of a French bank on Br iti sh stamps came
up af ter t he bank 's per f in s were co vered
in an ar t i cl e by Jan Pr i ns .
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"Response to Art i cl e s " in t he Mar ch Bul l et i n:
"My co ver is dated May 19, 1923 , from Dres
den, Altstadt, Germany, and has a return ad
dress of Carl Lassen , Interna t i onales Spe 
ditionshaus , Dr esden Al Schlos s-str a sse 6.
The stamps on this cover , al l from Germany ,
are Perfinned a s fo llows : Scot t #184 wi th
the let t ers ' CAR', Scott #193 with the l et 
ters 'ARL ', Scott #229 with the letters
'LAS' , and anothe r #229 with 'SEN' . These
stamps make a composite 'CARL LASSEN' co ver
ing approximat el y 3t stamps . The l etters
ar e lOt mID high and consist of 12-14-16- 9
9-14-13-13-12-19 hol e s.

"I also have a cove r from Be r l in dat ed
December 19 , 1931 , from Las sen I. Co., A-G.
This design is si milar to (the one in t he
ar t i cl e marked Ber l in), exc ept that the 5th
hole from the top of the 'c ' and the two
center ho l es i n t he bot t om of the ' L' are
missin g. II

James M. Akerson (#758) of Olne y , Md . ,
offers the following additional information
on the Carl Lassen Perfins mentioned in

Figur e 2 shows the D.D.P.A. per fi n of
De t Danske Pe t r ol eums A/S (The Dani sh
Pet rol eum Co. Ltd. ). Bergman states t hat
he has the following new information f rom
Henning Stokholm (Faroe Islands) and Stel
I an Swenson (Sweden ) : Valdemar Latzen A/S
was an agent for t his co mpany and used its
Per f in before obtaining t heir own.

100 YEARS OF PER FIN S IN AUSTRIA (CONT'D , )

NEW IN THE LIBRARY------
Possible f or geries of SPECIMEN Perfins

of the Pitcair n Islands i sthe subjec t of an
ar t i cl e in t he Mar ch Pitcairn Log . A copy of
the ar t i cl e is on file in the Libra ry and
may be bor ro wed by requesting file MI-20.

And another new file has be en added to the
Library under code number MI - 21 . The new
file isof "SEPS Translations , " a new series
of English translations of art i cle s about
foreign Per f i n s which have appeared in t he
foreign-language press. The translation
series is under the direction of SEPS Librar
ian Brian Bi r ch . Three art i cl e s have been
translated so f ar--two deal ing with Russian
Perfins and the t hi rd dealing wi th French
Perfins .

Austr ian Perfins ar e neither studied nor
collected in t he count ry of their origi n .
Aust r ian phi latel ist s are still under the in
fluence of the phi lo sophy t hat con sider s
stamps wi th holes t o be worthl e s s. All the
credit f or what we know about Austr ian Per 
fins goe s to Dr. Robe rt L. Moor e of Da l las,
Texas . Dr. Moore ha s compiled an impressive
collec tion and catalog of Au s t r i an Per f i ns.
He ha s so far i solated some 1800 patterns
and has identified many of them .

I am ver y grateful to Dr. Moor e fo r his
kind permission to continue hi s wo rk and
to updat e and enlarge his catalog. We in
Czechoslovakia have good condi tion s for
such work . There is st i ll cons iderabl e
Austr ian kiloware her e which is the i deal
hunt i ng ground fo r new pat t erns . My col
leagues and I hope to be abl e to add new
patterns and identif icat i on s to the work
Dr. Moor e has started .

We al so hope t o have t he masters of an
Au st r ian catalog ready f or publication some
time before t he end of t his year. That , we
think, will be the best po s si ble t r i but e t o
Austrian Perfins in t heir centennial year .
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C. L./G. Per f in used
by Carl La ssen from

D.D.EA.
Fig. 2 Fig. 3

The D. D.P. A. Per in was in use at Thor s
havn (Faroe Islands) 1928-35, and the V. L.
Pe r f i n of Valdemar Lutzen af t er 1935.

In regard to cinderella Per f ins , Ber gman
st ates that t he V. L. Perfin is known used
in 1944 on the firs t issue Bar nah jal pin
(chi ldr en ' s welfare ) seal , and he ha s seen
one on cover.

Figur e 3 shows the
in ~teborg, Sweden,
1887 to 1891.

Ber gman s tate s that hi s art icle on Pe r 
pins on cinderella st amps of Scandi na via
ha s prompt ed another ar ticl e ba sed on what
one of hi s reader s f ound i n his own co l 
lection. Thi s articl e wi l l app ear i n Lur en
(Scandi navi an Collector s Cl ub, Chapter 17,
Lo s Angel e s ) and nrobably a l so i n Posthorn
(Scandinavi an Coilectors Club) , Ameri can
Revenuer , and Cinde re l la Philateli st,PHT.

Ber gman add s that t he next number of
Baltespann ar en will contain hi s second
addi t ions and correct ions to hi s original
art i cl e on cinderella Perfins .
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