
A PERFIN NON-COVER ------by George A. Fisher, Jr.
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.. (con tinued ·on· page 4)

and the form is folded vertically dovn the
middle. It opens Japanese fashion : what we
consider the ba ck of a f older or book the
Japanese consider (or did, befo r e the post
World War II r ef or ms ) the f ront. The array
of stamps seems t o indicate that the fo rm
was phi l at el i cal l y prepared, although the
prepare r got credit for a deposit - -the
stamps on page 3, all from the 1914-19 reg­
ular issue of Japan, add up to 17 yen 64
sen, as no t ed at t he top of t he page . The
two co~,emorative stamps affixed t o page
2 wer e not counted t oward t he deposit.

The Perfins Club's new letterhead pro­
claims the club to be "An organization of
philatelists devoted to the collection and
study of Perforated Initials and Insignia
in postage stamps." Among other things, my
dictionary says that emblems are insignia.
Those of you . ho co l lect Japanese Perf ins
know that there a r e many emblems among the
se veral hundred Per f i n designs. Sections W
and X of ADACHI Sunao's catalog of Japanese
Per f i n s illustra te nearly 100 emble matic
de s i gns , and many others are scattered
t hrough the earlier sections of the catalog.

Section Y isthe l ast section in Adach i ' s
catalog, and i t contains but a single Per f in
de si gn . The t i t l e of Section Y translates
"Perforation Cancellation" (Senko Ke shiin ) .
The design appears to be an arrangement of
four triangles - - which it actually is, but
really isn't. Those in the know could even
read the design, pronouncing it "Tai Te."

"Tai Te" are, i n effect, Japanese initials
for "Taiwan Stokufu Teishin Kyoku" .hi ch
means "Taiwan Go vernmen t - General Coumunf.ca­
tions Bureau. " The bureau is the outfi t that
ran pos t a l , t el egraphi c , telephone, r adio,
postal - savings , and money- order af fa i r s for
the Jaoanese Government i n Taiwan (formerly
called" Formosa), t he l arge island wrested
from China in 1895 in the first Sino-Japane se
War. The perforation design Was the symbol
or emblem of the bureau. It is made up of
a stylized syllabic character "te" ( )
superimposed upon a stylized ideographic
character "tai" ( ,stylized t o ).

"Tal,n of course, is the first character
of the two-character name "Taiwan. II "Te "
is t he first syllable of the f our-syllable
(fo ur Japanese syllables, t hat is) word
"Teishin" ( t e- i - sh i - n ) , meaning "communica­
tions," which can also be written with two
ideographic characters, "tei ll and "shin."
The stylized "te " symbol ( ) is universally
recognized in Japan; on maps it represent s
the location of po st offices.

So far as is known today, this Perfin was
used f or less t han a year , beginning in 1923,
t o cancel stamps affi xed to postal - savi ngs
f orms f or deposit in Tai wan. Sketcy re­
por t s in the J apane se phi l at el i c press before
Wo r ld War I I indi cated t hat Fure i (a regul a ­
tion) No. 163 of 1922 permitted the u se of
any even-denomina.t i on po stage stamps ("even II

in t he sen se of excludi ng t - sen and I t- sen
stamps ) i n po st al - savings folder s. Be f or e
t his re gula tion , onl y cert a in specif ied de­
nomi nat ions could be u sed . New postal ­
savings folders .er e pr in ted to accommodate
the new regula tion. Unused postage stamps
were aff i xed i n pre scribed spaces in the
folde r; when f ull , the amount was depo sited
in a po s t al-saving s account . The stamps in
the fo lder were cancell ed, and t he f older
was handed back to the deposit or for what ­
ever use he car ed t o cake of it ( souvenir,
stamp collect i on, .hatever).

The accompanying illustr at ion shows one
of the ne.ly pr in t ed forms. Pages 2 and 3
are printed on the back of pa ges 1 and 4,
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The Oct . 30 Ford cover is ~~ addition t o
t he list f rom t he editor 's co l lection.

1908 Perfin Covers----
Bob Schwerdt write s that he has recently

ac qui red t hree 1908 Perf in co vers, each
franked with Scott #319, as fol l ows : two
of the cove rs bear the L-~5 patt ern of Li qu id
Car bonic Co . , dated , respec t i vely , 9-3-08
and 9-10-08 . The t hird co ver bears the E- ~5
pa ttern of Edwin J. Gilli s & Co., and i s
da ted 10-29-08.

A l i s t of Perfin patterns confirmed on
cover as having been used in 1908 was pub ­
l ished in t he February 1972 Bulletin. As a
matte r of i nterest to newer members, that
listi s reprinted belowto include Schwerdt's
find . Any member who can report an addi­
tional pa t tern on a 1908 cover is requested
to ccnt ac t the editor.

Fol l owing i s the reprinted list:

A PERFI N-NON-COVER (CONrINU ED) ___

The coomemoratives wer e issued t o mar k
the visit of t he crown pr ince (who is now
Emperor Hi r ohi t o) to Ta iwan from 16 to 27
Ap r i l 1923. Both a re cancelled with the
light-green commemorative oo stmar k used to
mar k the occasion, the upper I t-sen stamp
on t he first day of the vi s i t, and the lower
3-sen stamp on t he l ast day . ( The l i ght­
green is barely di scerni ble on t he Xe rox.)
Mo r e evidence of t he ohi latel i c and/or sou­
venir aspect of t his pa rticular f older.

The c ircular dat e st amp in t he lower-right
corner of page 1 is the no rmal postal - savings
type cancell a tion u sed in Taiwan in 1923 ,
and was u sually u sedto cancel s t amps in the
f ol ders . The pe r forated cancellation was
reportedly provided only upon r equest a s a
substitut e f or t he messier inked cancel l a­
tion, so that the stamp s would "still l ook
pretty." The perforated cancellat i on , of
course , went comple tely thr ough both t he
stamps and the fo rm t o whi ch they were
attached -- t he perforated design shows e s­
pecially well on page 4. Although t he crown
prince comple ted hi s visit on 27 April, de­
positor YAY~OTO Yoshio (the name in the
lower - l ef t corner of pag e 1 ) didn ' t get
around t o making this deposit until 30 April
1923,the da t e in the CDS (pe rhap s a weekend
i n tervened, but I don't know if po st offices
in Taiwan were or weren't open on weekends
back then. The name of t he post office in
t he CDS is Taihoku Onarich~,a branch office
in the island's capital of Taihoku (c alled
Taipei in Chinese ).

The early Japanese reference to this Per­
f in, ment i oned above, and Adachi , on page 92
of hi s Perfin catalog , both state that this
Perfin came into use i n the fa l l of 1923.
Thi s is obviously based ona lack of mat er i a l
for study , since my one item (thi s f older)
pertaini ng t o the Perfin is da t ed in t he
spring of 1923. The small legend at the
bottom of page 3 says that the folder was
pri nt ed in January 1923. I suspect that t his
was a newly designed f orm to replace older
f or ms t ha t specified certain denominat i on s
of st amps that coul d be used .

Use of this Per fin a s an off icial cancel­
l at ion ranks it among only t hree known of­
fic ial Perfins of the Japane se Go ver nment.
The other two ar e the ancho r used (in many
va r iations) by t he J apane se navy, and the
double "M" used by the Japane se a rmy.

I have had t his f orm i n my collection for
about 20 yea r s. Since acqui ring i t, I have
never come acro ss ano the r copy of the "Tai
Te" Perfin . I would be i nterested in he ari ng
from members who ha ve cooies with a view
towa rd trying to determine if t hi s i s really
a common Perfin , as Adachi estimates , or if
it i s somewhat uncOmmon.

Date

June 27
June 30

Aug. 1
23Aug. '+

Aug . 27
Aug. ?

Sept . 3
Sept. 10

Oct . 5
Oct. 5
Oct. 5
Oct . 5
Oct . 5
Oct . 5
Oct. 5
Oct. 29
Oct. 30

Nov. 2
Nov. 5
Nov . 6
Nov. 10
Nov. 13
Nov . 21

Dec. 2
Dec . 3
Dec . li­
Dec. 9
Dec. 12
Dec. ?

No Honth
No Month

Catalog
Number

K-69
T-24

W-145
N- 131
B-152
B-88

L-55
L-55

I-74
0-40
H- 127
F-17
B- 53
B-202
F-14,
"55
F:145

v-24
B- 29
T-I03
B- 110
R-37
H- 127

3-58
M-I06
G-64
0-40
H-127
S- 328

B-258
T-86

Pattern

K&E/CO
TG&/TCO

WTC( O)
NPB
BLA
BD/CO

LC/ CO
LC/C O

I P/CO
OJG
HNB
FAiB
BBH
BRC
FORD
EJG/ &Co
FORD

VTWCO
BB/ &C O
TST/ CO
BFC/CO
RICO
HNB

BB/LTD
HET/LIFE
GC/&T
OJG
H!iB
SYS/ TEH

B&B
TROW

On Scott
Numbe r

319
300

300
319
303
319

319
319

319
319
319
319
319
319
319
319
319

319
319
319
319
319
319

300
319
319
319
319
300

319
319

Canadian Study Group Planned
A Canadian Ferfins study group, ope r ating

witLi~ t he Per f i ns Cl Ub, i s being planned by
Al Pearson,cur new Canadi an represent at ive ,
and other members. No member ship fee wi ll
be charged to members of t he Fer f in s _Club.
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Me~bers i nter e s t ed in participating can ob ­
t ain further i nf or mat i on by writing, and en ­
c l os i ng an SASE,to Al Pearson, 179 Deerwood
Dr., Thomp son, Y~nitoba , Canada R8N lE4.


