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Bv 'VALTER MORLEV.

ABOUT the year 1867 Mr. Sloper received
LETTERS PATE"T (or his invention of perforating
stamps with the initials, names or designs ctpri­
vate firms, initials being most usually adopted.

A Collection of these perforated stamps forms
a very interesting study, and it need hardly be
said, that some specimens are exceedingly scarce
while there are errors, etc., to look for also. I
believe I am correct in saying that this firm
enjoyed the tX,rus:t,t monopoly of this perforation
business until the expiration of the time of
tbeir letters patent, so that the stamps done by
them during this period (which would include
all the Penny reds) have a semi official character
attached to them.

Previous to perforations through the stamps,
overprinting on the (ace and back, and in the
ease of the Envelope stamps a circular band
containing the firms name round the die, were
resorted to, both of these being printed by the
Government. The Oxford Union Society appar­
ently were the first to adopt tbe overprlnting :
its initials O. U. S. in red on the {ace of the
stamp being found as early as the rd. reds with
stars in upper corners, the other usually found
being Messrs~ Copestake, Moore, Crampton &
Co., in red, and Boyd &: Co., in black, both of
them on the back of the stamp, and varieties
exist of the 3d., rose, 6d., violet, 6d., grey, 1'"
green, rd., red brown of 1850, with names on
back printed in the colours of the respective
stamps. "

Below I give a list of the initials &c., of tbe
firms r.ames that I have met with, several plate
numbers are found to some firms. whilst the
earliest number found is plate 102, and the latest
22S. I have confined my list to the varieties
found 'In the rd. reds only, I have only been
able to give a very few of the names of the firms
the initials belong to.
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Plate 171. Bird &: Co.. Custard

Powder Manufacturers 1
Plate 1)8.
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Limited.
Plate numbers. 134.,.6. 177. 191• 197·
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Plate ISO.

B&L
H

B&T

Plates ISo. 199.
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Plates J 10,120, 141, 159. Bac;s &: Co., Brewers,
Variety D cS- L instead Plates 174. 193.
. L &. B (176) 18S. Plate 208. Plate 168.



Cambrian Railways, Plate 203.
Plates 120. 125. ISO 190' 192.

Crosse &: Blackwell. Sobo, Plates 160, 164. 170.
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Plate 172.

Civil Service Supply
AssociatioD. Ltd.

(There are 3 types or
arrangement ofthese letters.]
Plates 108. no. IU, J30,
J34. 149, ISO, 15.5. 156, 158,
159, 161, 162, 163, 165, 166.
16g, 171. 173. 174. 1;8. 181.
185. 191• 192 • 193, 195. 197.
J98, 199. 203. 2°4, 205, 206.
209. 210, 21.5, 216, 22:1.

Variety: Inverted perforation, Plate 130.
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Plato 154.

D.W.S.

Plate 1,5.4.
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C C.B.B.T. 0 H
D&L

Plate 156. Plate 137. & CO

Debenham and Freebody.· Plate DOS. 170.
Plate DOS. 195. 191. 178• 197.

C&CO

Copestake and Co.
Plate 182.
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Plates 145. 181•.
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Plate 19B.
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Cook, Son and Co. 1
Plate 187.
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Plate 21",

Plate 171.

. E"V&S

Plate 200.
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Plate 196.
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Etey Bros., Cartridge
Manufacturers.

Plate 217.

Plate 121.
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Plate 194.
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Plate 188.
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Edward Pink, London.
Jam Manufacturer.

flate 171.
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(Continwd /rom/1I11 61'
Great Western Railway. Great Eastern Railway
Plates 11,,118,127,142. (Type I) Plate 100
149, 152, 160, 166, 183, (This type Is same as
190, 204. 2oS, 210. 211. tbe Government print­
225· ed overprint found 00
Variety: doubleperfora- back of stamps.)
tioo (1.52 1)

E. OF. D

Plate 165.

F P

C L

EU'P'N

MAIL

European Mail Newspaper,
Plate 120.
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& C

G. R.
W.

G.' R.

LJ
Gre3t Eastern Railway
(fype 2) Plates 10',
loS, IJO, 138, 149.

G.E.R.

G H
W CO

Plate 204.

Plates 140, 157, 167, 168, Plates 117, 1.0.
174, J88, 201. .,'

FRY FOX
GHW, . GLYN

Fry (Cocoa and Chocolate Plate 1..7.
Manufactures), Plate 192.

Plate 188. GlyD&: Co. Bankers,
Plates 167. 16g, 175, 186

Plate 168.
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Plate 203.
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H. S.
Plate 16,5.

H.SEB

Plates 169, 203.
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Plate 1St.

H.·. B
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Plate 163.

Plates 123. 187.

!HEA"RNI
Plates 19<4. Ig8.

H

C&CO
. Huntley'" Palmer. Reading, Plate 132 •

Biscuit Manufacturen.
Plates 134, 160. 192 • 199, 200.
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Plate 184. Plate 163'
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Plate 170.
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Plate 210.

HUTH.

Plates 130 , 1<4'.
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Plates 159. 160, 174. Plates 167, 177. 178, 186,
192, 208.

I. a: R. Morley, Hosiers, Great Northern Rail-
Plates 1)8, ISO, 156, 159, way of Ireland,

ISo. Plate 171.
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Plates 169, 172.
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Plate log.
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Plate 139.
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Plate 113.

Plates 160, 187,205, 223. Plates 195, 206. 221.
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Plates 140, 160,166,202. Plates 122, 129.

Plate 166. Keen 8c Co., Mustard
Manufacturers.
Plates '34. 179.
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LANG

Plate 1.)8.

LETTS

Letts &:Co., Printers, etc.
Ptate 167.

L.S. e.'

LACY

Plate 169.

LB&T

Plate 202.

Plate 178.

LGA
CO

Plate 171.

M
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Plates 1.5~. 160.

London Brighton and
South Coast Railway. "

Plate 125.
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Plate 198.
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M. T
C

PI31e 212.

M S
& 0

MS&L'

Plates 201, 137.

M

G.W.R.

M&S

Plate IS7. 163. '70.17.5.
202.

M M

Plate 174.

M. B

& CO

Plates 92, 108, 169,
199, 201•.216.

M&CO

Midland Great \Vestern
Railway of Ireland.

Plate 176.

M

Plate IS7.

Plate no (- 1)

N.C.S
~ C

Plate IS7.
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Plates 110. 124. 129,

133. 139. 147·
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Plates tOO. 224
Variety. horizontally.
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GREAT BRITAIN.
Sttrmfsjtrforattd u'I'th NI11/uS andInitialsofPrivat»

Fi,.",s by Mmrs. 51oft,,'s Patent.
By \VALTER MORLEY.

(CoHt"'uud frol1l tnge 6.)
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Plate 150

~,
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Plate 156.

R. T. C. R
F&CO

Plate 214. Variety, doubly Plate ISO.
perforated ODe under the

other, Pl. 204.

RCH
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& S

Plate 163. R. Hovenden & Sons,
\Vholesale Druggists,

Plate J9S.

R .• 8
0:: 0o
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Plate 203. Plate 167.
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Plates 117. 125. 156.

8&L

s.M'SI&T
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U

Plate 183.

SALT
Plates loS. 112. 120. IS0. Plates 122. 161. '1.70.

. 170. 171 • 174· 174·

Plates 174. lSI. 1.97. 202.

204. 2 °7.
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s
S & CO

.-, .

S&L
Plate 12".
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& S
Plate IS5•
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Plates 137. IS8, I8g. Ig6.
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Plate 196.

S. B. L.

Plate 218.

Plates 183. 216.

STOTT
&'CO

Stott &. Co" Engineers,
Plate 199, ,
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J- CO

CIJ ~

Plate 209·
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Plate 2?S.
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B & CO

Plate 169. 18...
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• Plate 174.

Travers &: SODS,
'Vho:e~leGrocers.

Plates '41, 1.16, 156. 171.

TITE

Plate 202.

T V
&,
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Plates 119. 134. 146.
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Plate 18S. T. White &·Co.• Southsea.
Plate 192.
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(Conli",u4/rom !,ag' 47.)

T.H.B

Plates 212. 221.

v s
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U.M.A
O.C

Plate IS4.

WIL
LI NG

Vickers. Sons & Co. (1) \Vitling & Co.•
I'lates 116, 121. 149. Advertising Contractors.

J6g. 174.

W T·
. . ". ~ ..~ ..~,

os, S

Plates 109. III. tl3. 129.
130. 192.

W B
& CO

WW
& CO

WT

& CO

Plate 192.

WWC

Plate 170.

w.w.

Plates 174. 221. \ViIliam Whitely (?)
Plates 160. 175.

This is also found perforated
vertically.
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W.H.S
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,V. H. Smith & Co.
Plates 176, 18S.
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Plate 207.

W.D
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Plate 188.
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533

T H
Plate 118.


