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Yours very truly
F erd ina rd F. P e rsans

Otselic . N . Y.. July 29
F erd inard F . Persans :

Your let t er of the 27th ca m e today
and I am answ er ing it before it
gets mislaid . I guess that I w ill
have to co ntinue to s en d expirat io n
notices a s on ly about live m embers
pay before notice is sent and about
half wai t until receiving the second
notice. Most societies use the m.

I wonder h ow many read P orn e­
ro y's article a s you did and ho w
many in ter preted it a s T di d. 0,.
d idn' t a nyone else meet with my
t rouble? I have NOT had t ro uble
wi th in k running on issues a fter
1900. H ow ever t he re was a time
from about 191 6 to 1926 as I re­
me mber that many Chr istmas ca rd
en vel opes were lin ed w ith red pape r
w hich w ou ld dye m ost a ny t h ing it
to uched when wet. Now som e of
t hese were pu t in w it h s tamps on
them t o so a k a nd stained a lot. Also
the same t rouble is s ti ll comm on
w it h the Ca nada in e nvel ope s wi th
blu e inside,

As regards th« ln forma t.lon sen t
on t he ca talog J have not a s y et
ha d t im e t o check it. I a m t rying
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NEW MEMBERS

128. A. Bert.ra m Warshell
37 28 \-V. Mon trose Ave.
Chi cago 18, llI inois
C, U. S . on co mmemoratlves

WILL SWAP per fins fo r preca ncels
01' fo reig n. s tamp for stamp. \-V. C.
Sharp, Y. M. C. A., Kanna poli s . N .
Carolina 20·1

129 . James R. Paisley
Central Union BUildin&
Wheeling, W pst Vlrgini a
C. U. S .

AOS :- 1c per word. 3 t im es for t he if I were to di scard those w ith p ink
price of 2. and r ed markings on the back I

--- - - ---- --- - ---- would rem ove about 200 of my best
perfi ns from m y co llecti on. of ov e r
2500 di f ferent des igns . The 2c red
s tam ps rom 1908 t o 1920 a re a l!
flat plate printings on which a
somewhat slow drying penetrating
ink was used . As the sheets camp
off t he p r ess and piled up the ink
ha d a habit of maikng partial off­
sets on the back of the sheet u nder­
neath. These offsets and penetrations
and s lig h t discoloration due to soak­
ing m a ke the s tamp back s a littl e
di sc olo red . Now w here in G ds w ide
wo rl d w ould you get clean back reo
placements ? K ind ly warn the mem­
bers t o be ve r v carefu l on this dis­
card business. I surely wou'd myself
like to replace m y ti n ted stamps
w ith wh ite backs bu t am ve ry m uch
afra id that it would t a ke several
hund r..d years to accom plish t h;"
change.

With this issue we start a new
series which should prove interesting
a nd helpful stimulate interest in the
society by le tting all participate.
T hr- idea is t ha t letters written to
the editor by members will be ans­
wered in the journal. All letters wlli
be blue- penci led by the edi tor. Mr .
Porsane ha s t a ken whole-heartedlv
to the idea a nd we start w ith h is
re pent lette r.

Port Ri chmond. S . 1. July 27
MI'. H a llock Card
Dear Si r :

J u ne chronicle. 19 48 . No. 19 to
hand.

Splits and Other Defects by War­
I' en '!'ravell. I a gree with h im whole
heartidlv on his article. I received
a card - from Mrs. Travell mailed
May 27, 1948 notifying me of his
illness, am glad to hear he is on
the mend.

(Re) L ett.er to the Mern be l'S, I by
yo urself) everything seems o. k.
excep t the notifying of mem bers
tha t su bscription has lapsed. If all
mem be rs would take t heir m ember­
s hi p ca rd a nd use four a ce co rners
on same and put it on in si de cover
of their album it wou ld a lwa ys be
in sight.

(R e ) Qua lity in P e rtins by Carl
Pomeroy. H a ve r ead a nd reread h is
art.icle and boy he sure is a stickler.
I . myself a m - after good cl ean cut
perfins and no t smudgy one s, bu t
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up E R FIN S"

to g et ou t a nother issue of the jou r­
na l and the L section of the cata­
log. Al so trying to ttnd time to en­
large my sho p and get m y corres ­
pondence c' caned up and field. I
am in hopes of ins tal ling an a u to­
m a tic press . The bank is financing
the installation of a Lin otype if I
ca n locate one.

Prehaps y ou wou ld like to know
something about me. I am 29, single,
and li ve w ith m y paren ts on a fa rm ,
I have a half acre of la nd o n which
is m y prin t shop (which I run
a lone ) a nd near w hich I a m plan­
ning on build ing a hou se. Most of
the lumber w e cu t a t ho me. Besides
prtn t tng I war kin m y s pa re t ? )
ti me at a newspaper a nd a lso help
..... it h the (a rm wor k.

I used to th ink tha t persons were
la zy who juet enclos ed cir cu la rs or
samples with items chec ked but a m
now finding it a neceasrt y. Many
persons write for a d rates. subscri p­
tion rates o r what have yo u. I ad­
dress an envelope draw a circle
around the required Infor mation on
a jo u rnal or blank and mail third
c la s s. P ersonal lette rs are just out
for lack of t ime. How ev er I try to
write (ully in a nswer to le tter s
from rnerr bers. You rs a re ce rtain ly
a pprecia t ed a s they sh ow that you
do some th in k ing . Som e just say it
is a eood jo b, etc. It leaves dou bt
somet imes i f the y read it.

Fraternally
Ha llock Card

.--.. 4·- 0 - _

I h a ve rt :n ou t of foa m so w ill send
U. S . a nd foreign perfi ns on co ver
just for postage.- HaHock Card.

o
SCHERM A C K P ER F I N S

Warren T ra ve ll
There is o ne k ind of postally-used

pe rft ns which is in a class by itself
- a s it is qu it e di fferent (rom all
others both in its ori g in and in the
....lyle of Its patte rns. These a re the
perfins which were perfo ra ted by the
Sc be rm ack Company a t the same
ti me th ey cu t the s ld e s lots which
di s ti nguis h thei r output from tha t of
ot her com panies .

The Sch e rmack patterns are deriv­
ed from a squa re o f three holes on
a . side-t he com plete square having
nm e holes . By th e om is s ion of one
0 1' more holes, A la r ge num be r of
Ji tr ere nt pa tterns may be made.
And this gives ri se to a n Int eres ti ng
ma them a ttca! p roblem In "co m bina ­
rlcnsv-c-how many of these Scher-

mack patterns a re possible with the
th ree-hole-sq u are, coun ti ng only those
which have 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 ho les
as non e have been reported having
o nly 1, 2, o r 3 holes. T hen when the
total num be r has been det er m ined,
there should be deducted all those
w hich d uplicate ot hers in appearance.
F or instance , nu m be r ing the hol es
downward beginning at the upper
left co rner , the pattern having holes
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 , 6 is iden ti cal in ap­
pearance wi t h pattern 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
As the holes a re perfo ra ted at the
same time th e s lots are cu t , they
are all properly ce ntered and face
up---there are never any in verts, of­
verts, diag onals , s ide w a ys or double
pu nching.

One pertin has shown up that is
derived from a squa re having four
holes on ea ch side. This was used
by the Schermack Com pany on their
0'\\'11 starnpa a nd had holes a t 1, 2,
3, 1, 5, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, IE>­
in ot her words forming a holl ow
square with fo u r on each side.

The writer either has in hi s co l­
lection o r has received reports re­
garding 18 of thes e Schermack per­
tins. Thes e a re:
I , 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9
I , 2, 3, 4, 5, 7
I , 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8,
I , 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9
I , 2, 3, 6, 8, 9
I , 2, 3, 6, 9
I , 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9
I , 3, 4, 7
I , 3, 7, 9
I , 3, -I , 5, 6, 7, 9
I , 4, 5, 7, 8, 9
1, t, 7, 8, 9
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
2, 3, 4, 5, 6 , 8, 9
2, 4, 6, 8
3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9
3, 6, 7, 8, 9
I , 2, 3, 5, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16

A nyone havin g additional patterns
kindly repor t-also identifications are
g rea tl y to be desired.

o
WANTED- Capital to expand my

pri n ti.ng bus iness. Hallock Card,
Otselic. N . Y. 20.1

o
\Vh en sending peTtins on approval

or for a quo tati on see that a letter
accompanies th em or a rives before
as I assume when a packet a rrives
f rom a member it is for general
d istribution unles s otherwise sta ted.
All such are put in a box on arrival
a nd used in the mailings.- H. Card.
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