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BOB SCHWERDT IS NAMED FOREIGN CATALOG EDITOR

Klo ss
nearly

Robert J. Schwerdt (#505) ha s bee n named
the new Foreign Catalog Edi tor of the Per
fins Club . Schwerdt will be r esponsibl e for
overseeing all foreign Perfin s research and
coordinating the Library work sheet program
a s well as supervising the publication of
foreign Perfins cat a l ogs .

Schwerdt succeeds Mr s. Barbara
(#870) , who resigned in Hay after
three years in the position.

The new foreign coordinator is a school
teacher by profession and has been a member
of the Club since 1962. He has held a num
ber of comnittee appointments overthe years
and has been steadily active in Cl ub work
since 1970.

Schwerdt lives at 9 Memory Lane, Pough
keepsie , New York 12603.

He is well known to most members of t he
Club f or his recent efforts to update and
clarify some of the information cont ained in
the l ast foreign Perfin census . He has al
r eady complet ed pl an s f or anothe r cengus of
foreign Per fins and details of t hat effort
will be published in the Bulletin t his sum
mer.

Schwerdt pl ans t o continue the fo reign
worksheet program begun by Hrs. Kloss.Under
that program, copies of worksheets showing
illustrations and identifications ofthe~l'

fins of the smaller Perfins-user nations are
kept on file in the Li br a ry where they may
be borrowed by any member at any t i me .

Member s who have Perfins not shown on the
wor kshee t s , or who have additional informa
tion such as identifications, should contact
Schwerdt so he can update the worksheets a s
needed and ensure a steady flow of research
information for the me mbership.

Under the direction of Mrs• Kloss, foreign
worksheets received some careful and serious
consideration. The worksheet program suc
ceeded in isolating hundreds of patterns pre
viously unrecorded in any systematic way. In
recent months , however , Mrs. Kloss had been
unable t o give sufficient time to the foreign
projects, and itwas this l ack of time which
led to her resignation. Her hard work in
launching the worksheet program is apprecia
ted by all those who benefitted from it.

As more and mor e Lsknovn about U. S. Per
fins, more and mor e Club member s have begun
turning their attention to what is for all
practical purposes almost a virgin field-
foreign Perfins. While some foreign Perfins
haw been catalogued- -Great Britain, France,
Net her l ands, Japan , Czechoslovakia and other
countries--most of t he 200+ countries which
ha ve had Perfins remain great voids of in
formation.

It is to fill t his void that Schwerdt has
pledged his time and energies. His suc cess

ROBERT J. SCHWERDT
wi ll depend entirely upon the support he re
ce ive s from the member ship, so we urge all
members wi th an i nterest in , or knowledge
of, fore ign Perfins to contact Schwerdt and
get involved.

SPECIAL PERFIN AT LA PALMA
A special July 4th celebration at La

Palma , California,will feature fi rst day use
of a Perfin de signed by Club Member John
Burns. As chairman of La Palma 's "City of
Vision Day" committee, Burns persuaded city
of f i cial s to make use of the Perfin.

The theme of La Palma I s July 4th celebra
tion will be "Skilled Hands f or Independence,"
and i t will pay respect to two of America 's
great r ecreational interest s stamps and
baseball.

The first day of use Perfin cover will be
on sale on July 4th at City Parkin La Palma.
Orders fo r the cover should be addre ssed to
to City of Vision - Perfin, P.O. Box 6143 ,
Buena Park , CA 90620. The price is 75¢ per
cover, plus postage of 13¢ for mailing up
t o four covers. A block of four of the Per
finned "Ski l l ed Hands " s t amp , instead of a
si ngle, may be had on the cover for an addi
tional 53¢ .

A combi nat i on First Day of Issue and First
Day of Use Perfin cove r may be ordered f or
$1.53, plus postage of 13¢ f or mail ing up to
four covers . For a single st amp on cover,
the price is $1.13, pl u s postage of l3¢ for
mailing up to four covers. A mint set of
the Perfinned "Skilled Han ds " s t amps may be
purchased f or 70¢, plus 13¢ postage.

Ord ers which i ncl ude Fir st Day of Issue
reque sts must be r ecei ved by July 7, 1977.
Af t er t hat date only order s forthe fi rst day

(continued on page 2)



PRESIDENT STUMP RECUPERATING
Corre spondence from President David Stump

will be delayed due to a mild hear t at tack
he suffered on Me morial Day whi l e attending
a~ Airstream Ral l y a t Bloomsbur g, Pa . Mrs .
St ump re por ted in a l etter of June 4 t ha t
Dave was expected t o be out of t he hospital
about June 8 , and would s t ay in t heir trai
l er at Bloomsbur g until he f el t up to the
trip ho:ne .

INUTllIZADO-Rendered Useless or 111
(The edi t or is not certain who sent in

the fol lowing piece , but wi ll be glad t o give
credit i n the next i s sue if t he writer will
i den t ify himself . )

The article i n the No,embe r - Decembe r
i ssue of the Bull etin on t he 1901 stamp
i ssue of Argentina with inver t ed c enter,a~d

known only with t he Per f i n Ih~TILIZADO, of
fered a r ough translation of t he word a s
RE~DERED USELESS, and concladed that t hi s
" •• • su rely was another of phi lately I s li t t le
i ronic t-wi sts ." While t hat may be the ca se,
the use of the Perfin and i t s exac t meaning
should be further explained .

Theword I NUTILIZADO could more accurate
ly be de scr i bed as a pr ecanc el . I n the
l at t er decade of the 19t h Century , the
Ar gent ine , be i ng a very large country , had
a very scatte r ed popUlat i on, wi t h only
Bueno s Ai r e s being a c i ty of any s i ze .
Pr i nci pal communicat i on Wa s by mail , and
this incladed newspapers, most of whi ch were
i n Bueno s Air es,and Whi ch wer e sent in bulk
t hrough t he post s . To reduce handl i ng and
the work load of the postal employees , i n
1891 the po st off i ce began using pe r fo r at ing
device s to precancel stamps for bulk mail
~sers , much the same as printed precancels
are prepared by the USPS t oday f or bul k
mailers . In the Argentine , these perforated
precanc els r eplaced date stamps. Entire
shee t s wer e perfo r a ted at a t ime and i ssued
to the bulk mailers . A mult iple wi thout
all stamps haVi ng a Perfin is a rarity.
Since these were f or bulk mailers, t he ma
jori t y of stamps wi th the Perf i n precancels
are high values, though they can be found
on any Ar gent i ne stamp up to 1931, when t he
prac t i ce was di scontinue d .

The specific Perfin, INUT ILI ZADO , i s
l ist ed a s Type 5 in the Catal og of Offi c ial
Perf i ns (Part II) by Mary E. Thornton.
Whil e Render ed Useless isthe literal trans
l a t i on , the only part abou t these stamps
that wa s useles s ~a s the i r use f or ot ho r
than the authorized purpo se s , which is t he
re a son fo r a Perf in .

In add i tion to the ~ork cited , o t he r i o
fo rmat i ~n i s a vai lable in Se se ' s work on
Argent i ne Per fins. Both ar e in the Club
L1brarv . A mo re detail ed account C ~~ be
f ound i n the Cat alogo de lo s Sellos Postale
de l a Repabl i ca Argent ina, by Kneitschel,
1958 .

ANOBSERVATIONABOUT EXHIBITING
The r ecent spa t e of "new i s s ue " Perfin s

(APS, PF, WAL/KER, for example ) and a com
ment f rom one of our members combine to sug
ge st t hat i t i s t i me an observation be made
about exhi bi t ing t hese new (and some older )
Ferfins .

Alan Mi skimin wr i t e s that i n r ecent ex
hi bition s he ha s been penal i zed because his
Perf i n s exhibit contained material "of a
personal nature and philatelic pr epa r at i ons . "
The material referred t o I.s, of cour se , Per 
f i ns of the sort ment ioned above.

It mi ght be worthwhile , t hen, if member s
are careful when pr epar ing exhibit pa ges
whi ch may contain mater i al of t hi s sor t.

w'he t he r these are "r eal l y Perfins " i s a
mat t er I don ' t wi sh t o deba te . Yne fact
abou t which the re can be no debat e is t hat
they wer e not prepa r ed and u sed in an effort
to pr event unauthorized use of pos t age but
rathe r as promotions or per sonal Whi msy .

Tner efo r e , t hey shoul d not be i ncluded
in an e xhi bit if one is t rying to show what
Per f ins are used f or . Any judge wor th hi s
weight in use d hinges will be ab l e t o t ell
tha t someof our more r ecent Perf' i.n s ar e no t
"l egit i mat e " i n t he sense of the vas t major
ity of the Perf ins listed in our United
St ate s catalog. And poi nts are likely t o be
subt r ac t ed as a result .

I f one insists upon displayi ng mat erial
of this sort, it should be labeled cl early
as "exhibition promot i ons , " or "pe r sonal
Pe r f ins ," or SOme other way to i ndica te that
the exhibitor knows t he t rue nat ure of t he
mater i al . - Floyd A. Wal ker .

SPECIAL PERFIN AT LA PALMA (continued)------

of use wi l l be filled, SUbject tothe supply
on hand . To receive a first day of use
cover directly from t he cityof issue incl ude
a mai l i ng label with your address. Otherwi se
the cover will have the City of Vis ion ad
dress when you receive it. You may f urni sh
your own addressed cover , if you so de s i r e ,
but the price per cover will still be as
stated above .

In an effort to get t his i s sue of t he
Bulletin to the pr i nt er before leaving
on a week's business trip , the edi tor
is omitting Additions & Correcti ons fran
t his issue, and will include t hem i n t he
July-August issue, if space permit s .
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