
PRESIDENT STUMP RECUPERATING
Corre spondence from President David Stump

will be delayed due to a mild hear t at tack
he suffered on Me morial Day whi l e attending
a~ Airstream Ral l y a t Bloomsbur g, Pa . Mrs .
St ump re por ted in a l etter of June 4 t ha t
Dave was expected t o be out of t he hospital
about June 8 , and would s t ay in t heir trai
l er at Bloomsbur g until he f el t up to the
trip ho:ne .

INUTllIZADO-Rendered Useless or 111
(The edi t or is not certain who sent in

the fol lowing piece , but wi ll be glad t o give
credit i n the next i s sue if t he writer will
i den t ify himself . )

The article i n the No,embe r - Decembe r
i ssue of the Bull etin on t he 1901 stamp
i ssue of Argentina with inver t ed c enter,a~d

known only with t he Per f i n Ih~TILIZADO, of
fered a r ough translation of t he word a s
RE~DERED USELESS, and concladed that t hi s
" •• • su rely was another of phi lately I s li t t le
i ronic t-wi sts ." While t hat may be the ca se,
the use of the Perfin and i t s exac t meaning
should be further explained .

Theword I NUTILIZADO could more accurate
ly be de scr i bed as a pr ecanc el . I n the
l at t er decade of the 19t h Century , the
Ar gent ine , be i ng a very large country , had
a very scatte r ed popUlat i on, wi t h only
Bueno s Ai r e s being a c i ty of any s i ze .
Pr i nci pal communicat i on Wa s by mail , and
this incladed newspapers, most of whi ch were
i n Bueno s Air es,and Whi ch wer e sent in bulk
t hrough t he post s . To reduce handl i ng and
the work load of the postal employees , i n
1891 the po st off i ce began using pe r fo r at ing
device s to precancel stamps for bulk mail
~sers , much the same as printed precancels
are prepared by the USPS t oday f or bul k
mailers . In the Argentine , these perforated
precanc els r eplaced date stamps. Entire
shee t s wer e perfo r a ted at a t ime and i ssued
to the bulk mailers . A mult iple wi thout
all stamps haVi ng a Perfin is a rarity.
Since these were f or bulk mailers, t he ma
jori t y of stamps wi th the Perf i n precancels
are high values, though they can be found
on any Ar gent i ne stamp up to 1931, when t he
prac t i ce was di scontinue d .

The specific Perfin, INUT ILI ZADO , i s
l ist ed a s Type 5 in the Catal og of Offi c ial
Perf i ns (Part II) by Mary E. Thornton.
Whil e Render ed Useless isthe literal trans
l a t i on , the only part abou t these stamps
that wa s useles s ~a s the i r use f or ot ho r
than the authorized purpo se s , which is t he
re a son fo r a Perf in .

In add i tion to the ~ork cited , o t he r i o
fo rmat i ~n i s a vai lable in Se se ' s work on
Argent i ne Per fins. Both ar e in the Club
L1brarv . A mo re detail ed account C ~~ be
f ound i n the Cat alogo de lo s Sellos Postale
de l a Repabl i ca Argent ina, by Kneitschel,
1958 .

ANOBSERVATIONABOUT EXHIBITING
The r ecent spa t e of "new i s s ue " Perfin s

(APS, PF, WAL/KER, for example ) and a com
ment f rom one of our members combine to sug
ge st t hat i t i s t i me an observation be made
about exhi bi t ing t hese new (and some older )
Ferfins .

Alan Mi skimin wr i t e s that i n r ecent ex
hi bition s he ha s been penal i zed because his
Perf i n s exhibit contained material "of a
personal nature and philatelic pr epa r at i ons . "
The material referred t o I.s, of cour se , Per 
f i ns of the sort ment ioned above.

It mi ght be worthwhile , t hen, if member s
are careful when pr epar ing exhibit pa ges
whi ch may contain mater i al of t hi s sor t.

w'he t he r these are "r eal l y Perfins " i s a
mat t er I don ' t wi sh t o deba te . Yne fact
abou t which the re can be no debat e is t hat
they wer e not prepa r ed and u sed in an effort
to pr event unauthorized use of pos t age but
rathe r as promotions or per sonal Whi msy .

Tner efo r e , t hey shoul d not be i ncluded
in an e xhi bit if one is t rying to show what
Per f ins are used f or . Any judge wor th hi s
weight in use d hinges will be ab l e t o t ell
tha t someof our more r ecent Perf' i.n s ar e no t
"l egit i mat e " i n t he sense of the vas t major
ity of the Perf ins listed in our United
St ate s catalog. And poi nts are likely t o be
subt r ac t ed as a result .

I f one insists upon displayi ng mat erial
of this sort, it should be labeled cl early
as "exhibition promot i ons , " or "pe r sonal
Pe r f ins ," or SOme other way to i ndica te that
the exhibitor knows t he t rue nat ure of t he
mater i al . - Floyd A. Wal ker .

SPECIAL PERFIN AT LA PALMA (continued)------

of use wi l l be filled, SUbject tothe supply
on hand . To receive a first day of use
cover directly from t he cityof issue incl ude
a mai l i ng label with your address. Otherwi se
the cover will have the City of Vis ion ad
dress when you receive it. You may f urni sh
your own addressed cover , if you so de s i r e ,
but the price per cover will still be as
stated above .

In an effort to get t his i s sue of t he
Bulletin to the pr i nt er before leaving
on a week's business trip , the edi tor
is omitting Additions & Correcti ons fran
t his issue, and will include t hem i n t he
July-August issue, if space permit s .
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