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SOME PERFINS OF COLOMBIA 
 

By Eric Harris 
 

Colombian perfins would not appear to be particularly common  
and I have only found five types over the past ten years. I would  
be pleased to receive and collate any further information that  
S.E.P.S. members can supply.. 
 
Official Perfins 
1.   R de C   Republic of Columbia on S.G. 366 the 2 peso value  

with cancellation dated 1931. 
 

2.  ANULA    "Annuled" on S.G. 364, 50 centavos, postmarked  
July 1938. Gibbons gives a footnote after the  
1937 set overprinted OFICIAL, S.G. 0 496/508  
which says "The 5p & 10p 0507-8 usually had  
"ANULADO" punched through them before use. 

 
Private Firms 
3.  B de C   Bank of Colombia on S.G. 357, ½c and S.G. 361 5c,  

both inverted. Dates unknown. 
4.  B/AA    Bank of ?? on S.G. 431, 5c. No date. 
5.  J.V.M.   J.V. Mogollon, seen on cover (1933) from Cartagena  

branch of the firm to another branch in  
Barranquilla. Stamps on cover were S.G. 431, 5c  
and S.G. 438, 15c airmail. Also on S.G. 453, 8c 
- external postage rate.  

N.B. 
Additional information to Mr E. Harris 70 Heathermount Drive,_  

Crowthorne, Berks, RG11 6HN. 
 

ARGENTINE INVERT OF 1901 
 

By Mike Burrows 
 

Charles Lanthrop Pack, the well-knownn philatelist, who died in 
the late 1930's, was very interested in the inverted centre errors  
of Argentina. It is to him that the present day perfin student is 
indebted. Several articles and notes by Pack on these issues S.G.  
239b; 240b 241b; were first published in 1912 in various  
contempory philatelic journals. 
 

The stamp that is of interest to the perfin collector is the  
20 pesos inverted centre S.G. 241b. The cataloguee value quoted in 
Stanley Gibbons Overseas Part 1 (1973) is £250. 
 

Only one sheet of this error is believed to have been printed.  
The number of impressions on a sheet is unknown to me. All known  
copies are perforated with portions of the word INUTILIZADO, as  
they were used for bulk payment in connection with newspapers. 
 

In one of the articles - Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal,  
January 31st 1912, volume XX, page 213 - a pair showing the error  
and part of the blanket. 'perfin' "DO IN" is illustrated. 
 

From examples of the perfin in my collection, on various  
issues, also the illustration mentioned, I have been able to 
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reconstruct the perfin, which looked something like this: 
 
 

 
 
 
Roughly translated - rendered useless - surely this must rank as  
another of philately's little ironic twists. 
 

PIONEER AIR POST, BORK TO BRUCK 
 

By Mike Burrows 
 

Of all the early pioneer flights that made philatelic  
history, one of the most interesting to the perfin collector was  
the mail service carried out by Aviator Grade, who ran the Grade 
Aviation School at Bork, in Germany. 
 

The first mail carrying flight, piloted by Pentz, in Grade's  
monoplane, commenced from Mars aerodrome, Bork to the postal  
station at Bruck, about 25 kilometres, on the 18th February 1912.  
These flights appear to have continued at regular intervals until  
23 rd June 1913. 
 

For the fliiht of 26th February 1912 a special vignette was  
issued. Printed litho in violet, without any indication of value,  
on thick glossy paper, imperf. In the centre of this semi-official  
space was left for the ordinary adhesive to be affixed. This was 
indicated by the inscription "Platz Fur Freimarke". 
 

On offer at the Marquess of Bute sale of Airmails on 25th  
March 1959, was an example of this early air post vignette used  
on cover to Hamburg with circular cachet. A 10 pf Germania was 
superimposed in position on the vignette and cancelled at Bruck  
on the day of issue. This item is illustrated on page 185 of 
'The Philatelist' for March 1959. From this excellent  
reproduction it can be clearly seen that the 10 pf perfinned  
as follows, 
  
 
 

G.R. 15,17 7½m. 
 
 
 
 

As only 90 flown covers are known from this flight,we may  
never know whether the perfin was performing its appointed task  
on an item of commercial mail, or if the stamp just happened to  
be on hand at that particular point in time and was used to pay  
the postage on a piece of souveneir mail. 




