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THE SALES DEPARTMENT NEEDS YOUR
DUPLICATE PERFINS. WRITE TO
SALES MANAGER I VAN LEY.

FRIENDS WANTED

Who can guess whether I 'm keepi ng this
s t amp in my Per fin co l l ect ion or in my per
fo ration-vari e ty collec tion ? And- -oil, yes -
I suspec t that t he val uation of 150,000 yen
i s a typo f or 15, 000 yen . But even t hat ' s
not bad f o r a st amp t ha t ca t alogued 20¢ and
was off ered fo r sale for a ni cke l .

Go t a friend you ' d like t o s ign up f or
the Perfins Club?

All you ha ve to do is put your fr i end ' s
name on a #10 envelope , affix postage , and
se nd the envelope to our Vi ce Pr e sident,
Doro thy Savage , a t 10550 West ern Avenue ,
Space 94, Stanton, CA 90680. Include a note
telling Dorothy your name and member shi p num
ber . She' l l send a "Per f ins Primer " along
to your f r i end--with your name on an appli
cation blank as t he sponsor.

That way your fr iend wi ll find out a lot
about the Club, he or she will have t he pro
per appl ica t i on f or m, and you'll ge t cr edi t
f or spon soring the new me mber.

But be sur e t he request goe s to Dorothy
Savage. She is t he one Wi th al l the rec rui t 
ing mater ial.

A POTENTIALLY PRECIOUS PERFIN-----by George A. Fisher, Jr.
issued in November 1976 . I recei ved my copy
in l ate February 1977 an d af t er browsing
t hrough it on and off f or a coupl e of weeks,
I noticed a new entr y below t he list ing of
the 1919 50-sen stamp. It was fo r a perf .
11 va riety; a f oot note explained tha t s i x
co pi es were discover ed in Japan in August
1976 l And it was valued in t he u sed col umn
with a non-po s tal cancel l at i on at 150,000
yen, or $532 l

My cop y of thi s now anparently quite val
uable rarity has a postal cancellation, and
a fore ign-mai l one (in European le t t e r s ) at
that . But it also has another feature that
should make all r eaders of thi s journal
proud--it i s Perfinnedl But again I'm in
luck. It is a blind Perfi n ; none of the
hole s goes comple t ely t hrough the paper. The
Perfin, which is of the Hongkong (not, in
this case , Hong Kong) and Shanghai Banking
Corpora t i on , is practically invisible f rom
the fac e of the stamp . The postmark is
lightly inked, and although Kobe can be made
out as the c ity of use , t he date i s i l l egibl e.

I collect Japan . Not all of i t, but
enough to keep me bUSy . Not hing aft er t he
1940 ' s. In s t amps , on l y r egular i s sues , and
then only 1913 t o 1945, except offices abr oad
which s t ar t ed in 1900. Pos tmarks are my
f a vori te branch of phi lat el y, so I' ve lots
of Japanese postmarks, but only cer tain
kinds. I also like over seas flight s, to or
from Japan, up t o 1945. And f inal l y , but
by no means l east , I like Japane se Perfins.
Except f or minor u sed U. S. and a funny top
ical Japan is all I col lec t . So, I'm in
t he Perfin s Club to keep up with what other
members might be doing in t he way of Japanese
Perfins.

But whether or not you collect Japanese
Pe r f ins , you ought to be interested in this
r epor t . I think it i s a pe rfect example
of one of the many fa scinating phases that
make philately the best hobby.

I be long to the Inter national Soc iety f or
J apanese Philately, and I receive its lar ge
bi mont hly journal , "Japanese Phi l a t ely . " In
the Apr i l 1968 issue it was reported t hat a
new perforation variety of a stamp printed
in early 1924 had just been discovered in
Japan . The va r iet y , it is be l ieved, was
caused by plac ing old perfora t ing mac hines
in se r vi ce on new printings of s t amps after
t he great ear t hquake of Sept ember 1923 ,
until new machinery arrived t o replace al l
the moder n mach inery that was destr oyed in
the quake. This discovery indicated a
hi ther to unknown chapter in the hi story of
Japan e se stamp produc t i on .

A major Japanese catalog include s thi s
va r i e t y among its l i s t ings , a s signing a
va lue of 151000 ye n to t he stamp in used con
dit i on (it s unknown in unused condition).
As of Ma r ch 19 77 exchange r ate, 15, 000 yen
e quals about $53 . The ini t ial discovery in
1968 consisted of f our co pies , but several
others have been f ound since then, according
t o report s inthe J apanese philatel ic pre ss .

Nat ural l y, t hese reports arou sed my i n
terest , since I have be en avi dly seeking
per f orati on va r i e t i es of t he stamps I collect
with the hope of acquir i n g a co mpl e te set
bo t h unused and u sed before I have to settle
my est a t e . So per hap s you can apprec i a t e
the st ar t l ed l ook that struck my face one
da y in 1972 when , while going through a mis
cellaneous ap proval selection of undi st ing
uished material, I spotted a per f or at ion
variety- -but not of the stamp already men
tioned. This was a brand-new discoveryl

The ear lier discoverywa s a perf. 11 vari
ety of Scott #1 75, the 20- sen blue "Fuji and
dee r" stamp of 1922. What I had found wa s
the same gaug e of per f oration (11 , or more
pr eci sel y , 10 . 8) on t he 50-sen brown regUl ar
i s sue of 1919, Scot t #143. Special i sts con
si der both stamps t o be fromthe same defin
itive series . A r epo r t of t his di scovery
was pUblished i n t he June 1972 issue of
"Japanese Philately" and that'sthe l astany
one heard of it.

Until recently, that is. The 1977 edition
of the Japanese catalog mentioned above was
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