
HOW TO GET AN APS PERFIN
by Floyd A. Walker

It is possible to get a co py of the APS
Perfin on a regular size 13¢ stamp- -but
you 've got to wri t e t o the APS f or it.

As sec retary, I made t he r ash co~ent a
coupe of i ssues ag o t hat I ' d try t o suppl y
copies of the APS Perfin to me:nbers who wan
ted t he m. I t hought - -foolishly,as it t urned
out -- that I 'd wind up with extras since I
get a pret ty hefty flow of correspondence
fro:n t he APS.

But t he APS isn't u sing the Perfin very
much . In t he words of Frank Sente , the APS
Director of Ad:ninstration, "we certainly
do not intendto perforate every stamp which
we u se . " As fa r as I've been able to figure
out no one func tion of the APS, suc h a s t he
lib~ary , or Sente , or the sa l e s de partment,
or anybody el se , uses the Perfin on a r egu
l ar ba sis. Apparently it is on a "reque st
only" basis.

Tnose requests, it turns out, ha ve to go
t o Sen te himself. Afte r quite a correspon
dence, I can confi rm t hat r eque sts directed
t o Frank L. Sente, American Philatelic Soci
ety , Box 800, State Col l ege, PA 16801, wi l l
ge t you an APS Perf i n.

Her e's what you have t o do . Write a note
t o Sente a sking f or a Per f in . Send along a
13¢ st amp f or each Perfi n you want. I f you
want a Perfin on a r egular size stamp, be
su re t o s ta t e t hat or chances are you' l l
get the Per f i n on the l atest commemor ative.
And send a l ong a self- addre ssed envel ope .
Just self-a ddressed ; no t stamped.

Sen t e, or some one , will t ake your mi nt
13¢ s tamp , exchange it f or a 13¢ stamp with
the APS Pe r fin , aff i x it t o you r self
addre s sed envelope, and r eturn it to you
t hrough r egular mai l channels.

Appar ent ly t he APS won't put the APS Per
f in on the st amp you send, even if i t hap
pens to be the cur r ent issue regular. I 'm
no t sure why . ~~t seve r al members have re 
ported f ailure i n attemp t s t o get the APS
on spec i f ic r egular issues.

All thi s may seem a little complica t ed,
but it really isn't. I originally tried t o
get the APS t o perforate a sheet of 1¢ reg
ular is sues, glue them on a l arge envelope ,
and mai l t hem t o me so I could supply APS
Per fin s t o any member who wanted one . That
seemed the easiest way t o handle t he situ
ation- - to me . But Sente didn' t see it t hat
way and set up t he system I ' ve de sc r ibed
above. .

I t sometimes get s difficult t o exp la1n
Per f ins to peop l e . I mu st admit that co l 
l ector s who pe r f er regular size stamp s t o
comme moratives and don 't car e about t he f ace
of the stamp because t hey're goi ng t o mount
i t face down, pr obabl y do seem strange t o

WE PERF I NS BUu.ET I N IS PUBL ISHE D NONTHLY (EXCEPT
J UL Y- AUGUST AND NOVE MBER- DECEMBER , WHlQi ARE con
BI NEO) BY THE FERFINS CLUB, 3 1 71 GLENGARRY OJVE ,
MeMPHI S , TN 3812 8 . SECOND CLAS S EQSTAGE PAI D AT
MEMPHIs.. TN . MEMBERSHI P I N THE PERF I NS CLUB I S $4 .00
PER CALE NDAR YEA'" $ 3 .00 OF WH la-I IS FOR SUBSCR IPTION
'IO THE BULLETIN . THE PERF I NS BULLET I N I S PRIN TED BY
MIDLAND O)MPA NY, 36 5 7 OAKLE Y AVE ., MEMPHI S, TN 38 1 11 .

WANT ADS-----
WILL TRADE Germanic Per f i n s ona one - f or -one
basis . Have ove r 1000 di f f . t o exchange.
John Needham (#140 6) 9801 Dewey Dr., Gar den
Grove , CA 92641 .

BADLY NEEDED : PPI /ECo , Pi88 , on cover off
cover (especially Scott #400 and 400Al, all
issues. Also any Pan ama-Pacifi c Exposition
collateral ma t er i al , postcard s , etc. Vernon
S. St roupe, Jr ., 145 ~~rlborough Road, Ashe 
ville, NC 28804 .

U. S. FERFIN COLLEC TION FOR SALE OR TRADE:
3955 different designs , plus 19 Schermack
de s i gns . Wi l l trade f or comparable Ger~
Aust r i an , Scandi navian or Dut ch collection.
Cash pr i ce $400.00. Several A an d B Per fins
included, plus well represent ation of bran
ches. Dr . Robert L. Moor e , 6708 Avalon,
Dallas , TX 75214.

STUMP RECUPERATING
Pre sident David Stump reports that he i s

r ec overi ng well f r om his recent mild heart
attack , and that his bac klog of corre spo n
dence wi l l be an swered within t he next few
weeks. Dave andMrs. Stump wer e i n Bloomsburg,
Pa., f or t he Air s t ream Traile r Ral ly when
his attack occu rred on Memorial Day. I t was
nece ssary f or Dave to be hosp i tal i zed in
Bl oomsburg f or two week s , aft er which the
St umps reside d in a t railer camp t here for
a few days unt i l t he y could make t he 165
mile trip home .

MORE ON DOW
I n response to an item in the February

Bulletin requesting i nformation r ega r di ng
an earl y Ferfins spec i ali st named John Dow,
t he ed i to r r eceived t he f ol l owi ng word from
Dr . Davi d Bennett : "I recall that a Mr .
John Dow , who had res ided i n Vermont , wrote
some art icl e s on what he called 'per fo rated
i dentifications ' i n our soc i et y ' s bUl l etin ,
' The Bureau Special ist,' somet ime s in the
lat e 1940s and ea rly 1950 s . " Dr. Bennett' s
r epl y was rece ived in ~~rch , an d the edi t or
apologize s fo r ha vi n g overlooked pUblishing
it until now.
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"regular ll collectors .
But maybe that's why Per f i n collectors

have mor e fun tnan peo ple.
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