
PERFIN COVER OF THE MONTH
Jack Kinabrew of New Orleans,
whose collecting i nt ere sts ex­
tend more towa rd overprints
than Perfins, has sent along
t hi s illustration of a bit of
postal history he thinks might
be of interest t o Perfins col­
lectors. Here' s the story .
During World War I, paper wa s
in short supply, so "emergency
paper " was u sed for U. S. pos­
t al cards . The paper was
r ough, gray, and fairly poor
quality. Post al cards often
were sold in sheets so mes-
sages could be pr i nt ed on many
cards at a t i me . Railroads,
for example , used postal cards
for freight not i ces and the
like . The sheets of postal
cards with their printed mes- ~ .
safes were either cut ap art
i nto single s , or pe r haps cut or rouletted i nto strips so t hey could be fed into type ­
writers. The car d shown in the illustration has been rouletted. And, added to the 1¢
po st al card is a 1¢ postage stamp bear i ng the D&L! W pa t t ern (with Per f i n design r ei n­
for ced for illu stration here) of the Del awar e , Lackawanna & We ste r n Railroad. The added
stamp was used to pay for the tax on the postal card. It was not a rate increase , but
rather a wartime tax, which forced the addition of the Perfin . It is qui t e a combi nation
of postal , pol i t i cal and paper-making history.

NUMERAL PERFINS ON K.G.VI ISSUES
byMichael Burrows

On page 118 of Van Li nt ' s Catal ogue of
Illust rations of Briti sh Perfins t her e can
be fo und a coll ect ion of misce l laneou s num­
eral s . As it is well known t hat most numer­
al Perfi ns on modern mater i al emanate from
an identity system used by the pho t ographi c
company Kodak Ltd. in their film-pr ocessing
laboratories , ther e is a tendency t o ignore
numer al Per f ins on stamps af t er the reign of
King Geor ge V, wi t h t he exception of t hose
use d by counc ilor hospit a l authorities.

A shor t time ago, two stamps, SG ~63 I d.
scarlet and SG ~6~ l~d. red-brown,were ac ci­
dentally soaked off pieces. Onl y aft er they
had parted company f rom their re spective
pi ece s was it appar ent t hat t hey were Per­
fins proper , t he Id. being Perfinned with a
6 (or 9) and the l t d . with a ~ - andnot per­
fora ted after being attached .

Going back t o Van Li nt 's ca t al ogue , it
wa s a surp r i se to discover that he illus­
trates the f ollowing: 1 , 2 , 6 , 8, 10, 11,
all of which f all i nto a distinct serie s
ba sed - not un l i ke Scherma ck - on a constant
shape of 18 pins ar r ang ed in three vert ical
r ows of six. The pi ns cove ring an ar ea of
4t mm x 10 mm ,

From my own collection , t he Van Lint il­
lustrations and assi s tance of three fellow
collectors, I am able t o illustrate the
series from 1 t o 12. With the addition of
two types of 1 and 12. As there is confus­
i on between 6 and 9, only one i s shown.
Another point to note is that all example s
r e port ed so f ar have t he Perfin app l i ed si de-
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PERFIN PAGES AVAILABLE
Special pa ges fo r moun t i ng Per f ins ar e

a vailabl e from David Stump. Each 8t " xlI "
page has 25 black squares ( sampl e shown
below) on whi ch to mount Perfins, wi t h a
small box und er each s quare for ident ity .
The pages ar e pr i ced a t 30 for $1 .00 or
100 f or $3.00 post paid . Address your or de r
t o Stump at 170 Steeplechase Ro ad, Devon,
PA 19333.
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ways. Three pieces exist all with numeral
~ postmarked IPSWICH, SUFFOLK , during April
1939 . Other example s show trace s of the
wavy-line machine cancel l ation. Following
is a check list :

Scot t SG. Val ue Nume r al s Reported
~ L;6llfd.mar oon 5

235 ~62 td . green 1 3 ~ 5 6 7 8 101112
236 ~3 Id. sc arle t 1 3 ~ 6
237 ~~ Itd.red-brown 1 2 3 ~ 7
239 ~66 2~d.ultramarine 5
259 ~86 Id.pal e sca r l et 1 7 11 12*

*both t ype s reported.
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