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NEWS OF PERFINS 
 
a) Sierra Leone  Mrs Rosemary Smith tells us that she recently 

attended a Special Guest night at the Buxton  
Philatelic Society, and anon-got the Sierra Leone material shown  
by a Mr Mc Millan was an interesting military perfin. 

This was on cover, dated 1896, and used by the Second West  
India Regiment who were stationed on the coast at that time. 

Mrs Smith was allowed to measure the perfin and gives the 
following details, 

2/WIR   12,17,5,12    6mm.  
 
b) Bushire Perfin  Mike Burrows sends us this item, 

"Further to my notes on the Bushire 'F' perfin  
published in a recent bulletin, the following item was recently  
sold by auction: 

Robson Lowe Ltd. Overseas Sale No. 4025 January 27th 1976. 
 
Lot 541  Fiscal Stamps: 1915 Portrait type 2kr, overprinted  

"Chancellerie" (15) with strips on a registration  
certificate headed "British Administration/Customs 
Department/Registration of Boats;" each stamp, is  
perforated by a large 'F', valuation  ....£150 

Although the document was creased, its rarity was obviously  
appreciated. The bidding finally finished at €210. 
 
c) Festival of Stamps Perfins  Gordon Clinch brought to our 

notice two commemorative type 
perfins which have passed by relatively unpublisized to-date. These  
were produced by the Stamp Collecting Promotion Council for sale  
at the "Festival of Stamps" exhibitions of 1975 and 1976. They  
were intended for use on the special souvenir cover which was  
cancelled by the "National Stamp Day" postmark. 

The following notes are compiled from the material purchased  
by Gordon Clinch at the exhibition and from subsequent correspond- 
ance with the S.C.P.C. 
 
NSD/1975  Perforated through the se-tenant pair of 7p Architect- 

ural Heritage stamps.and were available in two forms, 
in strips of 10 maximum (i.e. 5 pairs) or as blocks of  

four. The panes of four were included in special souvenir  
booklets with the stitching, either in white or black, through the 
selvedge edge of the stamps. 

Slopers produced the perfin with a total quantity of  
80,000 being perforated. 
 
NSD/1976  For 1976 only the 8½p Telephone Commemorative stamp was 

used, again being produced by Slopers but this year the 
quantity was reduced to 20,000. 

It is of interest to note that while the lettering used for both  
years is the 'standard' 4-hole 'Sloper alphabet, the numbers are  
quite different. In 1975 the rounded style found on most recent  
numeral perfins used by Hospitals etc., was used whereas, the 1976 
perfin has numerals based on a 15 pin matrix similar to that  
described by Mike Burrows elsewhere in this issue. 




