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NUVERAL PERFI NS

By M ke Burrows

On plate 118 of Van Lint's Catal ogue of Il lustrations of
British Perfins there is a series of nuneral perfins. As it is
wel | - known that nost nuneral perfins found on nodern materi al
emanate froman identity systemused by Kodak in their film
processing | aboratories, there is a tendency to ignore nuneral
perfins on stanps after the reign of King George V. Wth the
exception of those used by council or hospital authorities.

Recently two stanps, S.G 463 |d scarl et

and S.G 464 1vd red-brown, were accidently G .
soaked of pieces in error. Only after they "es vt
parted conpany fromtheir respective pieces ool .

was it apparent that they were perfins proper,
the Id being perforated with a 9 (or 6) and
the Id with a 4, and not perforated after being attached.

Going back to Van Lint's catalogue it was a surprise to

di scover that each nuneral illustrated was applied
si deways, and |i ke the 9 & 4 above, was based on a
constant shape of 18 pins arranged in three verti cal
rows of six. The pins cover an area neasuring 4%mm
x 10 mm
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Van Lint illustrates the foll ow ng nunerals:
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Do the nunerals 3, 5, 7 exist? |If so what shape do they
t ake?
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