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P; ~ gh:e imidiate i'hstrod iOR$ fo r thenecessary repairfo
NOTIC1I. fore proceeding with th e Repairs of the Trnek_~pecified above, the W orkman

Illut p uce till! ed eice to, and put himself in direct ,oollllll'llIli.c&tion with, the Station
Agent -~pal Offioor in~~, and satu!~ hi.UlllClf that the necessary arrangements
have boon made for hiB proceeding Wlth the repeare III salety.

Prompted by the reference by Vojtech
Maxa to the PAGET/& CO/WIEN Perf inned
post a l stationery , a check of my files
for the earliest known examples from
anywhere in the wor l d, revealed that
nothing new has been added since 1968.

In the belief of publish what you
know in the hope of learning more, he r e
are the details of the earliest r ecor­
ded Per f inned envelope and postcard in
my files.

The envelope is a cutout of a qv Ld ,
pink on bl ue paper (Fi gur e 1), wi th the
die dated 11-1-70 , and is cancelled
wi th a clear postmark , London S.E. JA
2; 70 . The Perfin , which is the full
name CORY i s , st rangely enough, also
t he earliest example of a full name
wit h a positive date. However, a study
of the full names on the issue s of Great
Br i t ain is at present being conducted
so this may well change.

Figure 2

F i gure 1

Alt hough postcards were issued in Great
Britain on 1st October 1870 (exactly a year
aft er their introducti on in Austria, the
direct r esult of a campaign by Dr. Emmanuel
Herrman of Vienna),it would appe ar that t he
first companyto avail t hemse l ve s of security
Perfinned postcards was the well-known and
prolific Perfinuser, the Great Western Rail­
way. A card from t his company is known used
from Ledbury , on April 3rd, 1877. Another ,
this t ime from Aberda re,used on April 30th
1877 i s illustrated in Figure 2. Both these
cards have the Sloper styled CWR Perfin.

Also illustrated,as Figure 3, i s anot he r
Perfin die. This is known only ona postcar d
from Pl ymouth on Septemberl;th 1886, from the
Great Western & Cornwall Rai lways . So
far, no notification of this die being seen
on post age stamps has been received.

Whilst on the subject of postcards, t r ial s
of perfor at ing devices f or cancell ation,in­
stead of the mor e usual po stmar~ took plac e
i n l ate 1870 . The se devices showing arrows
or orbs are attributed t o Sloper . This method
of cancellation lasted into 187;.
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Figur e 3

PLEASE HELP FEED THE DRAGON
in t he great realm of Philat ely t here i s

a beni ficent dr agon known as the Per f ins
Bulletin , which goes about spreading know­
l edge to the coll ec tors of many nat i ons .
For al l of i t s kindly deeds, however, t his
dragon has one great fault: it devours Per­
f ins articles as fast as they come within
its reach.

Some friend s of the dragon feed it new
articl es from t ime to time , but those f ew
cannot sustain its voracious appetite alone.
Ot hers mu st t ake up t he chal l enge and pro­
vide arti cles to fee d t he dr agon - if it i s
to continue strong and healthy in its beni­
ficent r ol e.

Won' t you hel p feed the dragon?
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