
THE PERFINS NATIONAL EXHIBIT----- by John Burns
The Amba ssador Hotel in Los Angeles is

a full st ory i n itself, s i t t ing elegantl y
and defiantly, surr ounded by one of the most
ultra-modern "skyscraper" complexe s in the
worl d. Probably no hotel of i t s vintage i s
a s active or has it s hi s t ory of nat i onal
events , which i nclude visits by pr e sident s ,
movie stars, world-renowned heads of state,
and other events too numer ous t o dwell upon
here . In competition with the World Ser i e s ,
college football, pro football and hockey,
t he Ambassador, in its nostalgic el egance ,
provided the space and arrangements for an
over - all outstanding philatelic event:
SESCAL - Nat ional Perfins Exhibit - 1977.

The showing made at this exhibit by Per 
fins has put the philatelic communi t y on
notice t hat "What are Per fins?" i s a phrase
of the pa st. At SESCAL the Per fins walked
away with t en of the show's awar ds , plus
five special awards .

Ther e were over 600 pa ges of Perfins on
di sp l ay . Also , Joe Bal ough ' s pr ize-winning
exhi bit wa s on exhibit in t he Court of
Honor . Also included was an entry from
Czecho slovaki a by Vo jtech Maxa . All i n all ,
it wa s one of t he lar gest assemblage s of
Perf ins ever put together .

No t onl y did the Per fins exhibi ts set a
new mark f or the Cl ub, but t he numbe r of
Cl ub members in at t endance also set a new
mark.

The full impact of t he Perfins National
Exhibit be gan t o be fe l t by John and Sadie
Burns, Per fins Cl ub host s for t he event,
on Thur sday, Oct ober 13t h , when Perfinners
s tarted to arrive in Los Angeles . Dave and
Dorot hy Stump arr i ved a t Union Station at
9.00 in the morning . They had st opped over
in Chi cago , wher e t he annual book of t he
Amer i can Philatel ic Congress was dedi cated
to a much- surprised r ecipient - Dave, who
ser ved for a number of years as ed itor of
the Congress Book . Later in the afternoon,
Joe Balough arrived by plane from Texas and
wen t i mmediat ely to the Amba ssador to de
l iver hi s Court-of-Honor exh1bit . Other s
arri ved - Ed Haack from Oregon , Alan Mi s
k i min from Texas, Albert Spencer and his
mot her, Mrs. Nel l i e Spencer , from high up
on the San Bernardino Moun t ains, Dr. John
A. Doering f r om Tucson , Arizona, Eve r ett
Stiles from the Heme t Valley , and various
others on into the day.

October l~, the first day of the show,
found the general chairman, Art Thomas,
very actively engaged in the event. Many
thanks are in order to Art for his indi
vidual effort to make our event t he suc
cess it was, and for providing a key lo
cation for our Perfins Club booth. Joann
Thomas, who was in charge of SESCAL publi
city, was just as busy. Joann not only
got Perfins information out for SESCAL,
but she had a fine article in the Southern
California Federation's publicati~and she
was a winner in the Perfins National Exhi
bit.
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Dr. John Dear ing looks over some of the
Perfins exhibits at SESCAL .

Needl e s s to say, Barbara de Violini,
who was in charge of eL~ibits , had been
going a t double time to get the show se t
up. She did an outstanding job, not only
for t he Perfins Club, but a lso fo r SESCAL,
with one of the best exhibit ar r angement s
seen in Southern Cal i forn i a, i f no t t he
whole U.S. Barbar a' s a s sis t ant, Dulcie
Apgar, offe red her services to the Club
early. All during the show, night and
day, she could be found act i ve in show
duti e s. John Fluck coordinat ed in ge tting
Vo j t ech Man' s exhibit i nto t he show. John
Blessi ngton' s efforts in provi ding much
space in the pr ogr am enhanced the Club
greatly . Article s by Floyd Walker domi 
nated t he SESCAL program ( incidentally,
cop ies of the SESCAL program are on f ile
in the Club Li brary) .

Judging got st ar ted early. There were
seven on t he boar d of j Udges, pl u s three
apprentice judge s . Pr esident Davi d St ump
and Catalog Chairman Joe Balough wer e two
of t he jUdges. The judging was a l ong and
di f ficult t ask, which nor~ally woul d be
co~pleted by early afternoon, but l a sted
l ate , an indication of the pr oblems in
choosing winners.

The Perfins Club booth was open at t he
s tart of t he show. Dorothy Stump and Sadie
Burns , assisted by a ho st of member~manned

the booth and became pe rmanent SESCAL f ix
tures - answering questions , perforating
stamps, giving out packets of Perfins do
nated by members , and referring visitors
to various Club member s to get special
question s answered.

Vi ce President Dor othy Savage put in much
time at the booth, meet ing old friend s and
seeking new members. A show lecture was
presented several times each day , using the
slides of David stump . John Burns conducted
the showings, assisted at different times by
Everett Stiles, Dr. Dearing, Ed Haack, Al
bert Spencer and others, including Dave. Each

(continued on page 10)
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perfinners at sescal---------

Pre sident David Stump with Joann
Thomas and Art Thomas, the show
chairman.

Jack Gooding and John Burns con
t empl ate t he Club 's "PF" Perfin
device.

Vice President Dorothy Savage, Presi
dent David Stump, Jack Needham and
Dorothy Stump at the Club table .
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Dave Stump str ike s a happy
pose in f r ont of t he exhi
bition frame s .

Everett Stiles and Dr. John
Dearing at t he Perfins table .

Joe Balough - gentleman from
the Lone Star St ate.



-------photos by john burns

Another vi ew of the attentive group
at t he Cl ub meeting includes Evere t t
Stile s, Wayne Kramer, Joann Thomas ,
an unidentifedmember, Jake Jacobson ,
Glenn Savage and Jack Needham.

This active group of Perfinners in
cludes Judg e Alf r ed Dibbs , Dorothy
Stump, Sadie Burns , Dorothy Savage ,
and Albert Spencer .

Dot Stump and
in (Perfins?)

Dot Savage and Alber t Spencer in
conversat i on wi t h JUdge Alfred
Dibbs.

Joann Thomas, Jaok Needham, L. R.
(Jake) Jacobson and Glenn Savage
form part of attentive audience at
Perfins Club meeting.

Joe Bal ough ponders plans
f or t he new i l l u s t r ated
catalog of U. S. Perfins.

\ '

•
Top Perfins award winner ,
Albert Spencer, relaxes a t
the Club table.
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THE PERFINS NATIONAL EXHIBIT (continued) _

t ime the slide program was shown, a door
prize was awarded. and each person was given
a gift packet of Perfins.

After the jUdging a tour of the show va s
made vith Dave Stump. The exhibits wer e
among the best seen to date at any SESCAL
shov. This vas a show whi ch you vere glad
someone other· than you had to judge . To
be a judge and expl a in to entrants why one
von over another in t his case vould be a
difficult task.

As ment i oned on pa ge 1 , some of our mem
be r s f i gur ed in awards ot her than Perf ins.
Dr. Harvey Tilles won a gol d avard fo r his
"Postal Security Endorsements" and Ray Crov
von a silver avard for hi s "A Postal Tour of
United States Expositions " - exhibits which
vould compliment any show.

The Perfins exhibits ver e well pl aced ,
well lighted, and reflected a truly com
petitive effort with varied subjects. The
list of Perfins avard vinners is printed on
page 1. Other Perfins entries in the Open
Class, all of vhich could be vinners, were
Paul T. Jackson's "The New Jersey Perfin, "
Alan R. Miskimin' s "Perforated Control Mar
kings," and Dorothy Savage I s "Perfins-Some
thing About Them." The Shov gave the Club
a frame vhich included a brief history of
Perfins, a display of publicationsavailab1e
at the show, and se lected pages from Dave
St ump ' s avard-winning exhibit.

The Perfins Club held its general meet
ing in the Oval Room "A" on Saturday, Octo 
ber 14. John W. Burns acted as master of
ceremonies in introducing the speakers at
the head table, vho included Maj. Joseph J.
Balough, catalog chairman; Dorothy Savage,
vice president and membership chairman; and
President David Stump.

This meeting vas one of the largest gath
erings of Club members, and one of great
si gni f i cance . Members vho attended were en
thusiastic, interested , responsive and re
flected a mature cooperative attitude. An
introductiion vas informally made in which
attending members identified themselves and
stated vhere they came from. WhenAl Spencer
introduced himself

i
he also introduced his

mother, vho is wel pa st 90 years of age and
reaching for the century mark. She is a re
markable lady vho attended SESCAL,including
the banquet and reception given by key of
ficials of SESCAL.

Lea Blauvelt covered the shov and the
meeting. She is not only a Perfinner, but
a journalist and philatelic vriter. Ed Linn
got down from Sacramento for the meeting.
Don East, a long-time member from Merada,
came into L.A. f or the meeting. Bart Mass,
in from Bur bank , i s al so long-time member.
Others present included Al and Florence
Harrell f r om Pudea , Calif . ,WilliamChappell
from Havt horne , Bob Simms from Hemet. Wayne
Kramer from t he Universi t y of California vas
the nevest member attending the meeting.

Pr esident Dave Stump set the scene by
giving a brief history and background of the

Club and bringing the memberSh1p up to date
on its progress. His remarks vere brief
but explicit, covering the obstacles the
Club has overcome to get vher e it is t oday .
His message vas constructive and optimis tic .
Pr esident Stump informed t he membership of
the deat h of Alfred S. Bartleson (#l 46) .
This early member of the Club vi lled his
valuable collect i on , along vi th many fine
duplicates , t o the Perfin s Club. Dave sug
gested that certain items be aucti oned and
the pr oceeds go to the publicat ion of t he
nev catal og , vhich voul d be dedicated to Al
Bartleson . This was accepted vith app r oval
and i t i s expected t hat the Executive Com
mittee will soon t ake off ic i al action to put
t his sugges t i on i nto effect.

Joe Balough , pa s t pre sident and curr ent
catalog chai r man, covered some of t he Club' s
main topics and proj ec ts. He pointed out
that one of the best vays to acquire Perfins
is through our Club auctions. He further ex
plained that, to get the item you vant,bid
ding has to be realistic . He suggested that
you check the successful bi ds of previous
auctions to get an idea as to vhat you
will have to bid for an item. If that isn 't
possible, he recommended checking the cur
rent catalog list price for a given stamp
and bidding accordingly . He further poi nt ed
out that bidding is becoming more and more
realistic, vith more and more demand for
Perfins. He predicted that the price of Per
fins vill be going up.

A most important area cover ed by Balough
vas the status of the nev catalog. It vas
pointed out t hat there is still much vork
involved , vhich vill carryon far into 1978
before the catalog can go to press. One of
the questions arising vasin regard to sales
circuits. It vas pointed out that material
is needed by the sales manager in order to
get it out to the membership. It was also
mentioned that Dr. Robert L. Moore(#861} is
expected to release a catalog on Austrian
Perfins.

Way in the back of the Oval Room, Glenn
Savage took up a seat and tried to be un
noticed. Glenn made it possible for John
Burns to devise the PF patterns used for
SESCAL by digging up an old perforator and
giving it to John, vho devised the patterns.
Also in the back was Scottie Glassbrookvith
his "Columbian" Perfin. He doesn't have it
any longer - Joe Balough is now the proud
owner of it.

Asa result of this general meeting, the
attendance, remarks, response and sugges
tions of f er ed by this group should help the
Club greatly in the future. You left feel
ing proud that you are a member of the Per
fins Club.

The interest in Perfins vas high during
all three days . Many applications fo r mem
bership v ere given out . Visitors s i gned up
as members included Judge Alfred W. Dibbs of
the Los Angeles Superio r Court, Mit ch 8.

(continued on page ll)
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... ......... .... ...
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MERRY CHRISTMAS .........
AND

HAPPY NEW YEAR
from the officers of........

_.._-.aI The Perfins Club

Mike Burrows, author of several articles
for the Bulletin, including the one appear
ing on page 3 of this issue, submitted the
photo below, showing a Raphael Tuck sage-green
publicity stamp,complete wi th Perfin , which
seems to qualify as another Cinderella Per fJn.

perfin potpourri ------------------
Al Spencer (#1261) has sup plied the Club

Library with a Xerox copy of his award
winning SESCAL exhibit on musical Perfins.
Any member who so desires may borrow t he
copy to see what a nice exhibit looks like.

A new list of available pUblications
about Perfins may be obtained by sending a
13¢ stamp to Secretary Floyd A. Walker, P.O.
Box 82 , Grandview, MO 64030 . The lists in
clude reprints from past issues of t he~
~, as wel l as Rai l r oad Catalog and the
like .

Member s are reminded that t hey still may
f i l l out and send to Bob Schwerdt the For
eign Census f orm appearing in t he July-Aug
ust Bulle t i n . If it has been misplaced,
anothe r copy of the f orm may be obtained
from t he se cretary. The mor e members we
have participating in the sur vey , the mor e
meaningful it will be.

Members who check out fore ign census
forms, should r eturn them as prompt ly as
possible. This reminder comes from Foreign
Catalog Chairman Bob SChwer dt.

To r etain the fo rms for an unrea sonable
time i s not fair to ot her members awaiti ng
their turn to recei ve them , and i s not
helpful t o foreign r e search.

In re sponse to the editor ' s
inqui ry in the September Bul
leti n, Bob Schwerdt submi t 
ted t he photo at lef t t o show
t hat some of t he I t alian
stamps of 1924-25 wi t h l abels
do, indeed , exist Perfinned.
Both the stamp and the label
bear a B.I.S Per fin, whi ch is
12 mm high. The stamp is Scott
#105h, bear i ng t he advertising
label of Singe r Sewing Machine
Company.

Secretary Floyd Walker has an art icle on
commercial overprints in the November issue
of The American Philatelist. Floyd points
out that it has a remote connection with
Perfins in that there are afew stamps bear
ingboth a Perfin anda commercial overprint.

..... -:.••:.:.'.. .:".

THE PERFINS NATIONAL EXHIBIT
(continued from page 10)

Braiman of Los Angeles , who is 11 years old
and also interested in automobile s, Joseph
V. Bush of Boni ta, and Wayne L. Kramer from
the Universi ty of California , Riverside .

In addi t i on to the stamps bei ng perfor
ated wi t h the PF pattern, a surpri se Perfin
wa s avai l abl e on Saturday. Jack Needham,who
i s confi ned to a wheel chair, consent ed to
br ing hi s per f or at or with t he design of t he
Internationa l wheel chair sign f or use at
SESCAL. Many of us left there with a new
design t o enhance our col lections.

Befor e Dave and Dorothy Stump r eturned to
Pennsylvani a , they spent a couple of days of
leisure wit h t he host s . On Monday ni ght f ol
lOWing SESCAL, Dave was welcomed to t he City
by Mayor Hank Fr eeze,who expressed appreci 
at i on on behal f of t he Ci ty of La Palma f or
Dave's and t he Club' s support of the City' s
"LP" Per f i n. The LP pro j ec t sold and sent
out over 6,000 "LP" Perfins.

SESC AL ende d as qUickly a s i t started.
When Dave and Dorothy got on the train , SE5
CAL wa s over . However , the memories and ae
complishments of Per f ins at SESCAL will be
unforge ttable .

DOUBLE CHECK YOUR AUCTION BIDS
BEFORE SUBMITTING THEM
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