
MORE ON THE STATE OF TEXAS PERFIN---by Floyd Walker

EDITOR'S CORNER-----
If t he new "small size " U. S. s tamp s

catch on, it's going to be r ough on Per f i n ­
ners.

Floyd Wa l ker r e por t s that he ha s a tough
time getting hi s personal Perfin into one
of the new stamps.

Walke r ' s Per f in is 1/2 by 1/2 i nch,
which is what t he Postal Service s peci f ies
a s t he maximum . But t he new stamps a r e
on ly about 5/ 8 by 3/ 4, and that doe sn' t
l ea ve much r oom for movemen t without t he
Perfin cu t ting into t he ed ge of t he stamp.

You can see the co mparison between t he
new size stamp and the regular size defi ­
nitive i n t he illustration below.

James Milne (#809) an Ame r i can who moved
from Ge r many to Si ngapo re a year or so ago,
reports t hat he has had Perf i ns on exhi bit
in two local stamp sho~s i n Singapor e . He
says no prizes are awar ded at the se shows ,
the primary purpose being t o put on pUbl i c
i nt ere st exhibits. The exhi bi t or s are
a sked to "hang a round" as much a s possible
in order to an swer questions from the pub­
lic . Jim says that when you answer the
question "why save holes" with t he remark
"it I s fun," the viewers just shake their
heads sadl y -- the tropical heat has gotten
to one more European. He says al l Cauca­
sians ar e regarded a s Euro peans fir st , then
maybe t he y will break it down int o Austra­
lians , Europeans and Ame r i cans .

f orm me if any action is t aken r egarding t he
Perfins. I' m very curious to learn i f t he
original trade was innocent or- va s an a t t emp t
t o rip off the state.

If i t was t he l atter, it obvi ou sl y did
not succeed.

Perhaps we wi l l f i nd out that Per fins
can still do what Jo seph Sl oper de signed
t hem to do- -stop t he unauthorized u se of
postage stamps.

Incidentally, Capta i n Poage assured both
our Texas membe r and mysel f t hat it i s pe r ­
fectly all right t o use t he s tamp s with t he
C-IO pa t t ern on persona l mail. The cr ime,
i f t here was one , obviously l ie s in the
original diversi on of t he s t amps in Austin,
not in t he u se of t hem on mail .

Se, there will be some C- I Os f l oating
around so on on current mai l . 1 1 m sure our
Texa s member will make good use of the
stamps.

And I'l l keep me mbers informed if I
hear anythi n g further about t he saga of the
Texas Per f in s .
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The saga of t he "C i n Star" patte rn of
the State of Texas continues .• ••

When I l ast reported on thi s sUbj ect
(November/December 1977 Bul l et i n ) , I told
member s that correspondence from Tom Tr ead­
way, financial divi si on director for the
Texas state legislature in Aus t i n , Texas,
indica ted tha t t he ol d "C i n Star" pattern
(C-lO) was be i ng revived f or use on state
postage.

Now we have a new element t o t he story .
Shortly af t er my article ap pea red, I re ­

ceived a letter from a Texas member of the
Per f i ns Club reporting that he had acquired
a full mint shee t of 13¢ def ini t ive s per­
forated with t he C-lO pat t er n . He said he
had paid face value for t he stamps at a
local stamp club meeting.

The se l l er re por t edl y had acquired the
stamps in Austin and had traded a full
she et of r egular (unPerfinned) stamps for
them .

I wrote our Texas membe r that I planned
to inform Treadway t hat a full sheet of
Texas Perfins had wandered. Since Perfins
are designed to pro t ec t postage froc "un­
aut hor i zed use," the fact t hat somebody had
traded a sheet of Per f inned stamps f or a
sheet of unPerfinned ones s truck me as being
perhaps just a little on t he questionable
si de .

At the same time,the trade may ha ve been
per f ec t l y innocent- -perhap s designed to hel p
out a stamp collector.

However, considering t he f act that the
whole subject of reviving t he Texa s Perfin
came up because some Texas legislators had
stolen eno ugh s t a t e-owned postage to buy ,
among other t hi ngs , a pi ck-up truck, I
t hought Tr eadway should know about the
st amps.

I wrote Treadway late i n December . I did
not revea l t he name of the Perfins Club me m­
ber involve~ but I did trace t he story much
as I have trac ed it he re.

In mi d- January , I received a t el ephone
cal l f rom a Captain Hugh Poage of the Crimi­
nal I nve s t i ga t i on Division of the Texas De­
partmen t of Public Safety.

Captain Poage explained t hat he had been
asked t o look into t he matter of the Per f ins
and that although there wa s not at t hat time
any indication of wrongdoing, he did want to
trace the s t amps to their or i ginal source.

Afte r chatting for a few moments to con­
f irm the i denti t y of the caller (I ' m from
Texa s and stil l have many friends t here, in­
cl uding some Poages, none r el at ed to the
Captai n), I t old Poage the name of our mem­
ber in Texa s.

I 've l earned since t hat the Texas member
wa s cont acted within the hour and, aft er
a ssuring himself that Poage was who he said
he was, r evealed the name of his source .

That sour ce in turn was cont acted and
apparently named hi s sour ce . Beyond that
I have no information a t t he moment.

I' ve asked both Treadway and Poage to in-
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