
THE PERFINS OF COLOMBIA------
One of the larger countries of South

America, Colombia did not extensively use
Per f i n s , t here having been only e i ght pa t 
t ern s identified t hus f ar, and one of t hese
is a va r i ety of anothe r . In the area of
official use of pe r fo r a t ed insignae , Colom
bia has been a lar ge user of these.

The u se of Perfins by private co mpanies
seems to have been limited to firms doing
bu sine s s in Bogota,the capital city, t hough
one patter n is known from Cartagena, a pr in
cipal city . The per i od of use would seem to
ha ve been short, pr obabl y beginning abo ut
191, and extending int o the 1940's, with t he
great e st use in t he 1930's. The earliest
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r ecor ded date of use is t he B/DE/C pattern
of the Banco de Colombia in 1917. It would
appear that official authority was given to
use Perfins, but inquiries to t he government
have produced no i nformat i on, and it is
likely t hat t he informat ion will never be
forthcoming until i nterest in Pe r f i ns occurs
in Colombia. The B/AA pa t terns seem t o be
most pl ent i fu l , and t he onl y known copy of
the BAYER pattern is in the Van Lint collec
t ion in the Smithsonian.

The be st known official Perfin is t he
ANULADA , though it is normally found incom
plete, on high value official and regular
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THE PERFINS OF COLOMBIA (CONTINUED) ___

postage stamps, as well as on revenues.
One type was noted by Mary Thornton in her
work on official Perfins (copy in Club Li
brary). It was applied so as to cover two
stamps, so a complete word on one stamp
would be an exception. As the literal trans
lation of the word means "it voids," it
would seem to be a cancellation of some
sort, yet all copies seen with this Perfin
are also cancelled in ink. It could pos
sibly have been a Perfin precancel , as this
seems to have been a popular practice in
South and Latin America.

The punched letters "R de C" are found
quite often on Colombian stamps of the
1915-1925 period. Various punched designs
are encountered also. While these are not
Perfins, they are perforated insignae , and
a fortuitous purchase some years ago and
researchhave surfaced the meaning of these.

The R de C punch and the various other
designswere official items, similar to those
of Uruguay. I have been able to associate
all but one of the known patterns with a par
ticular post office, and the 'covers' would
indicate that theywere of an official nature.

The illustrated item is a parcel post re
ceipt issued by the Bogota post office. The
stamps are all punched with the letters R de
C. In Colombi~ the parcel post system oper
ates differently than that with which we are
familiar. To mail an item by parcel post,
the stampsto prepay the postage fees are not
affixed to the package directly, but are
placed on a receipt which is then attached
to the parcel. At the destination post of
fic~ the recipient of the package signs the
receipt acknOWledging he has received it.
The parcel post receipt is then detached and
retained at the receiving post office.

I have in my collection quite a few of
these receipts with stamps attached, and
punched with various designs. I will not
attempt to classify the various designs, as
a description may be ambiguous. With the
exception of the Bogota R de C punch,I have
not seen any design punched into the re
ceipt as well as the stamp. I would state
that since the Bogota post office was the
country's largest, there were occasions
when the officials were not previously pre
pared, and the expedient of punching on
cover was employed. I have a mint block of
six already punched, plUS R de C and other
types on cover, with the cover not punched.
This would indicate that those into both were
not normal.

Why use a special device on stamps used
on parcel post receipts? The exact meaning
is unclear, and the Colombian dealer from
whom I bought most of these,and who authors
a specialized catalog of that country, could
not tell me. A check of Scott shows that
during the period of use Colombia did not
issue official stamps. Were the stamps
not also cancelled with a parcel post ink
cancel, then punching to prevent re-use would
be logical but, since these were handled
onlyby postal employees,and a postal patron
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could not frank a parcel post item himself,
their exact meaning is a mystery. More in
formation is needed.

If you can add tothe story of Colombian
Perfins, please write to me with the infor
mation. Thanks are extended to Mr. E.
Harris of England, Bob Schwerdt (Foreign
Catalog Chairman), Barbara Kloss,Dr. Harvey
Tilles , and Debby Friedman of the American
Revenue Association, plus others who ha~
written, for their kind assistance.
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A typical parcel post receipt with
reverse shown at bottom (reduced
50 percent)

COLOMBIAN OFFICIALS -------------------

The follOWing listing is of the known lo
cation of office of use of those officials
that have been identified. It is possible
that use by more than one office may have
occurred, but information to that effect is
not available.

01 Bogota, 02 Giradot 03 Honda, 04
Jerico, 05 Medellin, 06 Pereira, 07
Quibdo (Barranquilla?), 08 Quibdo,
09 Salamina, 010 not identified
The exact number of officials is not

known.

(continued on page 6)



THE PERFINS OF COLOMBIA (CONT;INU:;E~D~) .::;;-_

125 mixed U.S. Perfins $1, also precancels
and Bull seye (SOTN) cancels, li st free.
Alvin Gers tenbe r ge r, Box 14527, Phoenix , AZ
85063.

WANT ADS-----
WANTED FOR EXHIBI TION . Cana l Zone st amps per
f orat ed lip" or U. S. stamps perforated "RPR. 1l
Cover s and mUlti ples also wanted. Send des
cription (including orientation of the Per
f i n ) and selling price to Dr. Gary B. Weiss,
P. O. Box 155, Sub Sta. 1, UTMB , Galveston,
TX 77550.
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A RIVAL FOR SLOPER (CONTINUED) -----------

Thi s is a very intere s t ing point , as al l
Victo r ian stamp s being produced at that
time, were being printed in she et s contain
ing var ious combination s of make-up, giving
gutte r ma rgin s between st amps . Even the Id .
lilac she et s had a plain gutte r in the center
of the two vertical panes of 120 image s . (at
a l atte r date the se gutt er swere filled wi t h
pillars ). On top of thi s t here wer e t he
well-y~own wi ng margins . So f or Braham to
ke ep t o hi s cla i m, a single -headed di e woul d
give him less problems t han a mult i -head
di e .

2. "For u se r s of small quan t itie s any
single i nitia l can be perforated on
stamps of t he value of ~lwhile wait i ng
at office at same cost,ld. per sheet. "

Fr om t hi s it is assumed that no e special
single-lettered di e wa s al l ocated t o the
while-u-wait customer. This may ac count
f or the same single-le t ter Perfi n ha vi ng
more than one user.

3 . "Stamps per fo rat ed for firms receiving
them as remittances . II

This might expl a i n how stamps not of the
then current i ssues may be f ound Per f i nned .
It al so l en ds itself to the po s si bility that
Braham dies may exist on the line-engraved
stamps.

It took until 1898 for the reproduction
of British po s tage stamps t o be a l lowed .
For thi s , one has to thank t he successful
campaign that had been waged by Stanley
Gi bbon s Ltd. In a letter from Inl and Reve 
nue , Somerset Hou se , dat ed 5t h January 1898,
t o Stanley Gibbons Ltd, regulation 1, stated
- i llustrations mu st be in black alone . On
31st January i n t he Stanley Gibbon s Mont hl y
Journal , C. J. Phillip s said "...we ga the r
tha t it will be illegal t o use illus t r a t ions
of stamp s on circulars or on head i ng s of
note paper • • .. . •except where consent i s
specially given by the Inland Revenue Aut h
orit i es." This doe s make one wonder if the
encounter wi th Frank Braham was st i l l being
felt wi thin the corridors of the power at
the Inl and Revenue.

'''Morton ' s Monthly Novel t ies" was published
by Charles Morton, The City Type Found ry,
167 Ci t y Road, London E.C.
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The Libr ary of the Perfins Club offe r s an excellent r ef erenc e source f or
member s who want t o lea rn more about Per f i n s , or to do spec i al i zed work
on t he Perfins of f oreign coun trie s . Foreign work sheets are a va i l abl e
on reque st , and t he Library offe r s numer ous publications an d other ref
erence works whi ch members may borrow f or t he i r research activity.

A l is t of the publ i cat ion s avai labl e on l oan may be obtained from the
Li brar ian by sending a stamped commerci al-si ze envelope . The Li br arian
al so has various Perfins publicat i on s f or sal e . Write to Floyd A. Wal ker ,
Li bra r ian , P. O. Box 82, Grandvi ew, MO 64030.
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