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Importa..'1::: Notice t o Users cf

POSTAL & TELEGRAPH STAMPS.

Among st some recent acquisitions was an
example of a Braham circular, similar to that
whi ch caused the displeasure of the British
Postal Authorities. Two of the object ions
were tha t he used the Coat of Arms and a
fac simil e of a Id. l i l ac postage s t amp. As
Frank Braham was also the postmaster of the
Tabernacle Street post office,his circulars
and letter-heads appear ed to give off i cial
status to his perforating business.

In l a t e 1886 a complaint from a firm of
solicitors, Bower, Cotton & Bower, to the
G.P.O. about the use of the heraldic device
and the datestamp of the Tab erna cl e Street
post office, was followed up. Frank Braham
being finally brought to task with the
threat of termination of his postmaster­
ship. Part of hi s punishment was to follow
the off i cial line and t o de stroy his cir ­
cular s . Thi s he ag reed t o do, but added
that Sl oper was using the Coa t of Arms.

Unfortuna t el y f or the Perfin student,
the circular illustrated - which is printed
i n pink on white unwatermarked paper , t he

i l l ustrations on the left -hand side being
i n blac k - does not carry a date . So the
only l ogical step was t o study the type
f ac es in t he hope of a clue t o follow up .
He re luck is on our side, as the t ext on
t he r i ght-hand side i s se t in Ci r cular
Script, the fount size being in t he now ob­
solete Grea t Primer. The fir st mention I
can f ind of t his type-face is in "Morton's
Monthly Novel t i e s '" for Sept ember 1884, li s­
ted a s no. 227a . The Coat of Arms i s no .
104, in the July 1882 issue . So having
exhau st ed all the obvious avenues of r e­
sear ch , I think it is reasonable to assume
that the circular was pr oduced sometime
between late 1884 and the end of 1886.

Examination of the l ef t-hand side re ­
veals some very important points:
1. "All s t amps are deli vered in sheet s as

issue d by Somerset House , Perforated
pe rfectly one way, not reversed or
bro ken,and the initials clear and di s­
tinct from the separating margins. "

(continued next page)
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125 mixed U.S. Perfins $1, also precancels
and Bull seye (SOTN) cancels, li st free.
Alvin Gers tenbe r ge r, Box 14527, Phoenix , AZ
85063.

WANT ADS-----
WANTED FOR EXHIBI TION . Cana l Zone st amps per­
f orat ed lip" or U. S. stamps perforated "RPR. 1l
Cover s and mUlti ples also wanted. Send des­
cription (including orientation of the Per­
f i n ) and selling price to Dr. Gary B. Weiss,
P. O. Box 155, Sub Sta. 1, UTMB , Galveston,
TX 77550.
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A RIVAL FOR SLOPER (CONTINUED) -----------

Thi s is a very intere s t ing point , as al l
Victo r ian stamp s being produced at that
time, were being printed in she et s contain­
ing var ious combination s of make-up, giving
gutte r ma rgin s between st amps . Even the Id .
lilac she et s had a plain gutte r in the center
of the two vertical panes of 120 image s . (at
a l atte r date the se gutt er swere filled wi t h
pillars ). On top of thi s t here wer e t he
well-y~own wi ng margins . So f or Braham to
ke ep t o hi s cla i m, a single -headed di e woul d
give him less problems t han a mult i -head
di e .

2. "For use r s of small quan t itie s any
single i nitia l can be perforated on
stamps of t he value of ~lwhile wait i ng
at office at same cost,ld. per sheet. "

Fr om t hi s it is assumed that no e special
single-lettered di e wa s al l ocated t o the
while-u-wait customer. This may ac count
f or the same single-le t ter Perfi n ha vi ng
more than one user.

3 . "Stamps per fo rat ed for firms receiving
them as remittances . II

This might expl a i n how stamps not of the
then current i ssues may be f ound Per f i nned .
It al so l en ds itself to the po s si bility that
Braham dies may exist on the line-engraved
stamps.

It took until 1898 for the reproduction
of British po s tage stamps t o be a l lowed .
For thi s , one has to thank t he successful
campaign that had been waged by Stanley
Gi bbon s Ltd. In a letter from Inl and Reve ­
nue , Somerset Hou se , dat ed 5t h January 1898,
t o Stanley Gibbons Ltd, regulation 1, stated
- i llustrations mu st be in black alone . On
31st January i n t he Stanley Gibbon s Mont hl y
Journal , C. J. Phillip s said "...we ga the r
tha t it will be illegal t o use illus t r a t ions
of stamp s on circulars or on head i ng s of
note paper • • .. . •except where consent i s
specially given by the Inland Revenue Aut h­
orit i es." This doe s make one wonder if the
encounter wi th Frank Braham was st i l l being
felt wi thin the corridors of the power at
the Inl and Revenue.

'''Morton ' s Monthly Novel t ies" was published
by Charles Morton, The City Type Found ry,
167 Ci t y Road, London E.C.
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The Libr ary of the Perfins Club offe r s an excellent r ef erenc e source f or
member s who want t o lea rn more about Per f i n s , or to do spec i al i zed work
on t he Perfins of f oreign coun trie s . Foreign work sheets are a va i l abl e
on reque st , and t he Library offe r s numer ous publications an d other ref­
erence works whi ch members may borrow f or t he i r research activity.

A l is t of the publ i cat ion s avai labl e on l oan may be obtained from the
Li brar ian by sending a stamped commerci al-si ze envelope . The Li br arian
al so has various Perfins publicat i on s f or sal e . Write to Floyd A. Wal ker ,
Li bra r ian , P. O. Box 82, Grandvi ew, MO 64030.
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