SEEKI NG SLOPERS

By Mke J. Burrows.

To specul ate what issues woul d have been avail able to Joseph
Sl oper fromthe Head Ofice of Inland Revenue at Sonerset House,
from 13th March 1868, the official beginning of the perfin method
of security endorsenent, to the end of his nonopoly on 31st August
1872, is not an easy task.

It is at this point that one really appreciates the pi oneer work
al ready published by researchers of the Charles Jennings calibre.
O course one nust not forget the person that offers the small
tit-bit of information as and when it cones to hand.

By collating data scattered about the philatelic press,
nonogr aphs and cat al ogues, the followng is arrived at.

At the beginning of 1868, el even different denom nations of
stanps for postal purposes were deened necessary by the Postal
Cficials. To neet the daily demand many plates of the 1d val ue
were needed to satisfy the print order. In contrast the 1%, 10d,
2/- and 5/- required only one pl ate each.

ld. Plates 71 to 74, 76, 78 to 125, 6d. Plates 6, 8, 9, 11.
127, 129 to 158. *** 9d. Plate 4

1¥d. Plate (1) 10d. Plate 1

2d. Plates 9, 12, 13, 14 1/ - Pl ates 4, 5, 6.

3d. Plates 5, 6, 7, 8. 2/ - Plate 1

4d. Pl ates 11, 12. 5/ - Plate 1

To meet the requirenments of the Newspaper Post Act, which gave
reduced rates on newspapers and book-post, a 2d stanp was i ssued
on | st October 1870.

2d Plates 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9.

Because of the small size of the inmage, it soon becane apparent
that a reduced overall perfin pattern was required. Wether this
cane about before the end of 1872 has yet to be established. A so
as plate 9 was only used in enrgencies, perfins on this plate are
scar ce.

Anot her source for exanples of S oper's work i s the range of
postal stationery. The earliest recorded die is the full-name
CCRY on a Id pink on blu cut-out, posted in London on 25th January
1870.

Yet further Sl oper specinmens lie with the collection of revenue
stanps. O ficial sanction for private perfin use being given on
27th June 1870. On revenues two reasons for perfins are known.

Besi des the obvious security perfin, there is the cancellation
device. The earliest cancellation device recorded by the witer
is date: device, 20 66 11, which it is presunmed stands for 20th
Novenber 1866, on an Admralty Court fiscal. Several other
different date devices can al so be found.

Al though fiscals were in use in about sixteen other departnents
or sections during this time, only those for Foreign Bill have
been seen with perfins for private concerns.

*** Plates 71, 73, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 88
& 91 are not as yet recorded as perfins.
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