
Du r ing t he pe r iod of Br it i sh ma ndate in
Pa l es tin e (1923 -1 948), t h e r e were t wo u sers
of Pe r f ins on s tamps is s ue d un der the man ­
date . The more pro l if i c user was the Anglo ­
Palest i ne Company (now known a s the Bank
Leumi Le - I s r a e l ) . The other user wa s the
Keren Kayemet l'Israel (Jewish Na t i ona l
Fun d ) .

The Anglo -Palestine Comp a ny used t he Pe r ­
f in A. P . C. (Figure 1) at its office s in Jer ­
usa l em , Haifa, Te l Aviv and Jaffa . It was
al s o used (on Lebanese stamps) at t he firm 's
off i ce in Beyrouth . The Keren Kaye met used
t he pattern KKL ( p e r f o r a t e d in Hebra ic c har­
acters (Figure 2 ) , only at its off i c e in
J e r u sa l em.

THE PERFINS OF PALESTINE-------by Ray Crow
Perfinned p i c t or i a l s tamp s of Palest i ne
bought by him, which ha d be e n formed b y a
collec t or , n ow deceased , who had been em­
ployed f or ov e r 20 years by a J ewi s h organ­
iza tion i n New York which received a grea t
deal o f ma i l fr om the Jer u s a l em office o f
Keren Kayemet l 'I sra e l . Siegel's research
in this mate r i a l ind i c a t e s t h a t the Jerusa ­
lem KKL off i ce Perf inned "at least some i f
n o t all of their stamps during t he per i od
25 August 1927 until 6 December 192 7 ."

Siegel adds t h a t " a s far as rela.tive
rarity i s c oncerned, I would h av e to c on­
sider 3 & 4 mi l which do not appear i n
(Hoexter ' s ) listing and only ONCE each in
mine, as being the rares t. "
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(J R=J e r us a l em, JA=Jaf fa , TA=Te l Aviv, HA=Haifa)
(+ i nd i ca t e s po s i tion known, but po s tmark indis t i nct )
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The A.P .C . Pe r f i n generall y
was perforated at an angle. Due
t o varia tion in the way the
s t amps were inserted into the
Perfin device, they ma y be f oun d
wi th the Perfin in anyone of
eight different positions . In
hi s article of 1975 ( s e e bibli ­
o g r a phy b elow), Dr. We rner
Hoe x t e r worked up a de t a i l e d
classification o f the A.P.C.
Perfin pos itions by s t amp i s s ue
and city of use . Hoexte r I s
table was expanded s l i gh t l y in
a follow-up article by Marvin
Siegel (se e bibliography) . The
expanded table is reproduc ed in
Figure 3. The position desig ­
nations i n the table are as fol ­
l ows (viewing the stamps from
t h e front), A - n ormal , down ;
B - normal, up ; C - normal, up
( s t amp i nve rted); D - normal,
down (stamp inverted) ; E - re ­
versed , down; F - reversed, up;
G - reversed, down (stamp i n ­
v e r t e d ) ; H - reversed, up (stamp
i nverted) .

The KKL Perfin of Keren
Ka yeme t l ' I s r a e l is generally
f oun d i n a perpendicular po ­
si tion . Dr. Hoexter lis ts the
positions of this Perf i n a s
f o llows (viewing the stamp from
t he front), A - n ormal, down;
B - norma l, up ; C - r ever se d,
up; D - revers e d , down. A tab le
prepared by Siege l , showing
the numb er of stamps repo rted
in each Hoexter position, is
r epr oduce d in Figure 4 .

Siege l states that the
format ion i n h is ar t icle
based on an accumulation



THE PERFINS OF PAL EST INE (CONTINUED) ----------------------------------------------

The Ho exter and Siege l ar ticles make i t
c lear t ha t the KKL Perfin i s v e ry s ca r c e .
In f act, Siege l s t a t es , "in a ll t he years
I have col lec t ed , s een , di s cussed , bought
and so l d Mandate s tamps , I had s een on l y 2
or 3 of t he s e Perfins . I ha ppened to have
bee n e xtremely lucky i n purchas ing this v ery
lar ge assemblage; which I can sa fe ly say i s
t he l a r ges t group of these in existence ANY ­
WHERE and I mus t con f irm Zodiac 's (cata log)
va l uat ion of I f r om $30 (each) . I II

Any member of t he Per f i ns Cl ub who can
add to the informa tion given in thi s arti ­
c le is urged to submi t such da t a t o t he ed­
itor .

This article does not represent original
re s e a r c h by t he wr iter . but i s a c ompila tion
of da ta from two 1975 a r ticle s app ea r i ng in
the I s r ae l Phila te l i st and one by David
Stump in an ea r lier is sue o f t h e Pe rf ins
Bulletin .
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KKL PERFI NS : SHOWING NUMBER OF STAMPS IN EACH
) HOEXTER POS ITION . ALL DATES 1927 .

Value A. B. C. D.

3 mil 1 21 Oc t.
4 mi l 1 X
5 mi l 4 Aug -December 2 X
7 mil 19 7- 17 Nov . 25 27 Nov. 24 25- 27 Nov . 15 17-27 Nov.
a mi l 1 23 Nov . 3 3 Nov . 7 24 Nov . - 6 Dec .

10 mi l 7 25 Aug. - 27 Nov . 31 17 - 25 Nov . 34 17-27 Nov . 2 21 Oc t .
20 mil 1 17 Nov. 2 X 6 23 Sept. - 21 Oct. 3 1 Nov .
50 mil 7 23 Sept . - 29 Nov . 2 21 Oc t . 9 Sept . =29 Nov .

100 mil a 25 Aug . - 6 Dec . 5 1 7 Nov . 4 1- 11 Nov. a Aug . - 6 Dec .
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PERFIN COVER OF THE MONTH---------
This mon th 's cho i ce i s a cata pul t cover f r om t he North German Lloyd Steamship
Company's "5. 5 . Br emen , " which i s franked with t wo U. S . I O-cent values (S co t t
#642) bea r i ng t he Per f i n of t he s t eamsh ip company (N89) , shown in the inset .
Ca t a pult ma i l was an exper i men t of t h e l a t e 1 920' s i n whi ch ai rplanes were
launc he d by ca t a pul t fr om shi ps s eve r a l hundre d miles f r om the i r de s t inat i on
port as a means of s p e e d i ng the ma i l . The f i rs t c a t a pul t mail s we re f rom t he
Fren c h l i n er "lie de Franc e , 1t bu t the b es t known ones we re from the North
Ge r man Ll o yd' s "B remen" and " Eu r opa. " (cove r fr om c olle c tion o f Edwi n C .
Haa ck)
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