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CANADIAN ACT IVITY (co nt i nued from page 1)
General : a l l t ypes, by i s sues and
pos i t ion .

5 . Ken Ros e , Box 7086 , Calgary, Alber ta
T3C 3L8 (Specialty : all types of Per 
fin s on any tagge d s tamp issue ) .

Pearson urges participation in the Study
Group by all those interested in Canadi an
Perfins , especially the f urnishing o f da t a
to the five cha irmen named above . He also
sugges ts that, i f a collector doe s no t see
an y ar t ic l e cove r ing his par t icular interes t ,
he should wr i te an article and/or publish a
l i s t . This. i n turn. should prompt r e spon s e
f rom ot he r col l ec t ors t o make the li s t com
plete and cor rect .

The e di t or of the Perfins Bul l e t i n wi ll
be glad t o receive any artic l e or data on
Canadian Per f i ns for u se i n the Bulletin .
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Illustrated above i s a metal plaque, mounted
on a block of polished wood, which was presented by
President David Stump to Robert J . Wool l ey , wi nner
of the Ha l lock Card Award fo r 1977 .

The award, named in hono r of the founder
of the Per f ins Club , i s pres en t ed ea ch year
to a member who has, i n the judgmen t of the
committee, performed outstandi ng service to
the Perfins Club and to Perfins philately.
The awards committee each year i s composed
of previous wi nners of the award. Details
concerning t he award to the 1977 wi nner are
contained in the Februar y 1978 is sue of the
Perf i ns Bu l l e t i n .

Response to Franking Inquiry
In t he Editor's Corner of the May

Bul l e t i n the qu est ion was posed as
t o why the Ve t erans Admi n istration
did not u se penalty enve l ope s, l i ke
some other government agencies . in-
s t ead of Perfins . George Fisher,
J r . ( #11 52 ) offers t he f ollowing
comment:

UIt is my unders tand ing that on ly
those governm ent agenc i es t ha t were
specifica l l y permi t t ed by Congr es s
t o use f ranked mail (pena l ty enve 
lopes) did so. Ot he r agencies pay
postage . The present Government
agency fo r which I work ( t he Na t ion
al Park Service , Depar tment o f t he
Inter i or) does not have the f ranking
privi l eg e, so we pay for our mail 
ings. as does the whole Interio r De
pa r t men t . Postage i s paid t o the
Postal Se r vice every year based on
samples o f mai l i ngs taken pe r iodic 
a l ly through t he yea r - - some years
a go i t was quarter ly, and I suspe c t
it st i l l i s, but I haven 't checked
on this activity for a while . Agen -
cies whi ch pay f or the i r pos t age use enve
l opes that usually say some thing l i ke 'Pos
tage and Fees Pa id,' f ollowed by t he name of
the dep a r tme n t, in t he up per r i gh t corner o f
the i r en velopes . The eagle symbol is al so
u s ually i mprinted alon gside t hi s indicia t o
prov i de a sufficiently so lid inked a r ea for
automatic sor t er s t o face gove rnmen t mail
just like t he machines f a ce your mail bear 
ing stamp s.

"Th i s printed indicia is a r e l a t i ve l y new
phenomen on insofar a s the Department of the
Interior is concerned. Until 1963, the Na
tiona l Park Service used ordinary stamps fo r
its mai l, which created un t o l d account i ng
absurdities , like spendi ng tens of dollars
eve r y month in clerks' sa laries t o keep
track of a few cents' worth of stamps . And
then the safeguarding- -they had t o be kept
in strongboxes or safes so that nobody could
filch a nickel stamp now and then . Wh i ch,
of course , is wha t we wan t ed, bu t was the
cost worth i t? And j us t t hink -- any theft
of U. S. Governmen t prop er ty is a federa l of 
fen se. so technica lly a Government employee
was obliged to call in t he F. B. 1. if a five 
cen t s t amp was discover ed miss i ng.

"An'jWay. back in t he s i xt i es, t he Depa r t 
ment (or at least t he Pa r k Service pa r t of
it) got permission t o use the ' Postag e and
Fees Paid l indicia -- not the ' Penal t y f or
Private Us e t o Avoid Paymen t of Posta ge ,
$300 ' one -- whi ch mean t what i t sa id : the
Depa r tment of t he Interior pays in ca sh f or
it s po s t a l s ervi ces .

"But i t ha sn't always been t hu s . I have
a few old Interior Department envelopes f rom
the period 1899 t o 1919 with the ova l -framed
eagle indicia whi ch bear the wor ds ' OFFICIAL
BUSINESS PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE $300' with
in the design. Somebody wi th the time and
inclination t o r e s ea r ch t his subject could
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