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Aft e r t hi s ra t her scathing attack on the

system, i t mi g h t b e t hought tha t i t wa s
doomed to f ailure . No t so. I l lus t r a t ed i s
a r e g i s tered l etter, sent COD, on the re ­
v erse of which i s a label giving details of
t he amount to be collected - yes, f rom none
t her than Se lfr i dge . This carr i e s a da t e
of 5 Jan uary 1932.

As the COD items had to be presented t o
an offic i al of the post , the pos tmarks will,
most p robably, b e those u sed fo r count e r
work. Hence the conflict tha t can ari s e
when encounter ing postmarks d i f f eren t f rom
those normal ly s een on the same Perf i n. The
same c i rcumstanc es also apply whe n the Pe r ­
fin has been used t o pa y the pos tage and/or
fee on a regi s t ere d letter. Or u s e d on a
parcel label to pay the postage. A company
whi ch i llustrates t hat aspect very n icely
is, again, Selfr idge. Th is enormous Lon don
department s tore complex came into being i n
1909 . Situated on the northside of Oxfo rd
Street, it was opened on 15 March 1909 . Be ­
sides the usua l departments t here we r e Recep ­
tion r ooms , Li brary , Bureau de Exc hange a nd
a post office . The par cel labe ls illustrated
were used at their own post office.

Th e COD l e t ter sent fr om Edgeware Roa d in
1932 , has a triang l e i n t he top left han d
corner , pr i nted in black text INLAND/C.O . D.
on a solid red . which unfortunately wi l l not
reproduce .

Per fin t ype a is to be fo und on t he earl y
i s sues , whereas t yp e b appears t o c ome i n t o
used with the KGV i s sues .

Anothe r pas t off i ce service that helps to
con fuse t he Perfin co l l e c tor. when tryi ng to
r a t i ona li z e a postmarke d Perfin that does
not, at fi rst glance, a ppear to be the cor ­
rec t or norma l usage fo r a particular firm,
is the Cash On Del ivery scheme .

In Gr eat Britain the s cheme, or serv ice,
came into operation on 29 March 1926. Und er
this s cheme a customer was able, withou t
prepayment, to order goods to be sent to
them and pay the postman on del ivery. Pro ­
viding the goods and charges were be low 5
pounds . I f above this amount and up to 40
pounds, t h e customer wou ld be informed that
t heir orde r had a r rived a t the post office
and be r eq uested t o pay up and take delivery.
However, should the custome r have changed
their mi nds, t h e y we re at l iberty t o r e f u s e
and the po s't office had to r e t urn the pack ­
age to the consignor .

As is usual with n ew systems, it had its
critics . The n o rma l f lood of pr otest a nd
letters o f op i n ion to edi tors of the nat i onal
newspapers began t o make their appearance.
One s uch opinion was f rom A. E. Cowper, a
director of Selfridge, who considered t hat,
though t he charges were high when compared
with t he charges fo r postal o r de r s , t he
scheme wou ld n o t pay . "1 think , " he wrot e
t o the Ev ening News , "that t h e Governmen t
will be both shocked and s tartle d a t the
di f f iculty and expense they wil l have t o
c ontend wi th . "

The cha r ges a t that time we re : a t r ade
charge up t o l Os - 4d .; up t o -t. - 6d.; up
t o ..2 - 8d. ; up t o ..5 - 10d . ; up t o 110 - l s .
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