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Edwin C. Haa ck ( #770) of Portland, Or e . ,
has submitted some interesting backg roun d
i n forma t ion on t wo U. S . Perfin users , wh i ch
is r eproduced on thi s page . The users co v ­
ered are t he Port l and Ra ilway, Light & Power
Company , an d Elber t Hubbard .

It oc curs t o the editor that mor e such
run-downs on Perfin users might be of con ­
siderable interest t o our member ship . Any
membe r who can prov ide inf orma t i on on on e or
mor e users, is invited to s ubmi t i t t o the
Bulletin .

PORTLAND RAILWAY , LIGHT & POWER COMPANY

Southwa rd and eastward out of Portland,
the Portland Tract ion Company and its pr ed­
ecessors op erated two ma jor r out e s. The older
r oute, one of the f i rst interurban line s in
the Uni t ed States, extended so uthward 14
mi les to Oregon City, and was plac ed in
operation Feb r uary 16, 1893 , as the East
Side Rai lway . The second and longer r ou t e
extended 36 miles southeastward t o Cazadero .
This was completed in 1903 after t he Eas t
Side ha d been reorgan ized and absorbed by
the Or egon Wate r Power and Railroad Company,
with a new r ou t e bui l t out of Portland para ­
llel t o the old line but closer to the r i ver .

The Cazadero line was projec ted in par t
t o facilitate the parent company I s cons t ruc ­
tion of a power p l an t on the Glackamas
River , and was des igne d t o handle carload
f r e ight from the beg i nn i ng . In 1909 a branch
was bu ilt to Troutdale f rom a point just wes t
of Gr esham , and i n 19 12 the company acqui r ed
the Mount Ho od Railway and Power Company
whi ch , on August 1 , 1911 , had completed an
east -wes t line f rom Montavi lla (no r t hea s t
of Port land) t o Bull Run, cross ing the Trout­
dale branch at Ruby . The lines r eache d down­
t own Portland on t heir own track s , crossing
the Willamette on a s t r ee t bridge.

I n 1906 the system was merged into the
Portland Rai lway, Light and Power Company ,
t oge t he r with the city lines (Po rtland Rail-

way) and t he power system (Por t l and Gener al
Elec t ric). For several decades t hereafter
t he company, contro l l ed by t he E. W. Cl a r k
i n t er es t s of Phila de l phia , provided an i n ­
tegrated t r ans i t, int erurban , and electric
sys t em. In 1924 the company was rename d
Portland Electric Power Co. (P EPCO) . I n
1946 , PEPCO so l d t he ci t y sys t em t o t he
Portland Transit Company .

From the above , i t may be
land Railway, Light & Power
as such , until 1924 . It s
shown above , a l ong with its
pattern ( P- 195) .

ELBERT HUBBARD

The Roycroft mark which comprises Perfin
Des ign #14 was f irst used by Cass iodorus , a
monk who lived i n the Middle Ages. He was
one of t he first book binders and on every
book he placed his mark , whi ch was the cross
and c i rcle r epr e s en t ing Unity and Infinity.

When Elbert Hubbard adopted this colophon
as his own mar k, he divided the c i r cle into
three parts, signifying Faith, Hope and Love,
and added the "R" t o stand f or Roycrofters .
The name "Royc r of t e r s " i s coined f rom r oi
craf t or Roya l Craft sman , and a s such may---oe
~nterprete d as the Ki ng ' s Craft .

Elbert Hubbard (1854-191 5) was an American
philosopher and writer who was a ma5ter of
pungent one-l i ner s reflecting his v i ews on
life , education , the mar tia l, and politics .
Hubbard's co rner card is shown be low, along
with his Perfi n pattern (Des i gn #14) .

The Perfin pat tern con tinued t o be
aft er Hubbard 's death by t he Roycroft
i n Eas t Aurora, N.J. (a s indicated by a
cover in the edi t or ' s collection) .

[;:cm Etbert li.;1;b,.Td,
Eo..st A-..uror;.).. ,\;hl~i.'i ...

ErieCoun.!y. NowYork
" r-.: ...:.....

Th e Perfins Bu l l et i n , Oct ob er 1978 4




