
ITEMS OF INTEREST
"Per f ins o f Gr eat Br i t a i n, " the cata log/

album published by Dr . Harvey Tilles and
edi t ed by Bas i l Tomkins an d Robert McKee,
won a large s ilver meda l in t he recen t APS ­
l<r iters Uni t No . 30 National Philat elic
Li t e r a t ure Compet ition . The compet ition was
held i n c on junc tion with the APS annual con ­
vention an d "Champ i on o f Champions" e xh ib i ­
t ion, held a t Ind ianapoli s, September 21 - 24.

Melvin Stark, curator of the PhilaMat i c
Center at Father Fl anagan' s Boys ' Home i n
Boys Town, Neb raska, has sent along pa rt of
a cover on which the stamps (and cover)
have been pe rforated "V 'CH'R 'D/+7 ·+6 ·78 . "
Presumab ly, this per forat ion means tha t the
letter has been "vouch er ed" fo r r ece i pt and/
or entry by t he addre s s ee. The name of the
addr esse e does not app e ar on t he piece. Can
any member expl ain f urthe r?

Lei f Bergman (#1109) of Lidingo , Sweden,
has prov i ded some additional inf ormation

PERFIN COVER OF THE MONTH

concerning the DSB (Danish State Railroad)
Per fins covere d in Nike Burrows ' "Used
Abroad" artic l e in the July -August Bullet in.
He says the re are three different DSB Per ­
fin s , as i l l ustra ted below :

Leif points out that the Danish state's
f irst r a i l way was taken over in 1867 from
a private r a i lroad which had op ened the
fi r s t line in 1862. DSB issued their fi rst
r ai l way fre ight stamps in 1875, and Perfins
c an be found on both DSB and private r ai l ­
way freight s tamps.
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llE;'!CAS TLE UPON TYllE, 1 .

The Perf i n cover shown abov e s e ems compl e t ely orthod ox a s far a s
t he Perfi n us age is concerned . The 2~p s tamp i s pe r f orated wi t h
t he SLO Per f i n of Sun Li fe Ass ur anc e Society , and the enve l ope
bears Sun Life' s inscription on t he back. The i ntere s t i ng po i n t
is the "Banke t Junc t i on , S . Rho de s i a" canc e llat ion on the f ron t.
If t here wer e Sout he rn Rhodes i a stamps on t he f ront , one might
assume t hat thi s i s s i mp ly a reply envelope mai l ed back t o Sun
Life in London f rom a Southern Rhodesia cus t omer or br anch o f ­
f i ce . Howe v e r , there i s no s t amp on the c over except f or the 2.ls:p
Br it ish stamp . Mor eove r, the London postmark i s date d 3 Decem­
ber 1946 , wher ea s the Sou ther n Rhodesia postmark be ars t he ear ­
lier da te of 4 November 1946 , whi ch s eems t o f urther co mp l icate
the matter . I f i t wer e a U. S . c over, one might theoriz e t ha t it
came fr om Southern Rho desia by diplomatic pouch and r eceive d a
po stmark when i t was pl ac e d in the mail s at the r e c e i v i ng o f f i c e .
Could the same be true o f a British cover ? Who can enl i ghten us ?

( cove~ from colle ct ion o f Jon Johnson)
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