
POKO TYPE "IMPS"------- by Mike J. Burrows
h~en the I mperial Tobacco Co. (o f Great

Bri t a i n and I re l an d), Ltd. - knotvn on the
stock market a s I MPS - was f ormed in De
c embe r 1901, t heir ob j e c t i ve wa s to acquire
t he interes t s of all t he major toba c co com
pan i e s in t he Br it i sh Isles.

The i r aims were soon r e a l i zed and , in
1902 . t he e xpo r t business was sold to Br it ish
- American Tobacco Co., Ltd .

Seve ra l d ifferent Pe r f i ns a re kno\~ t o
have been used by IHPS and t he companies t hey
took contro l of .

A "POKO" type s t amp- a f fi x i ng a pparatus
wa s in u s e on t heir mai l emanating from Eire
as we LL as Gr eat Britain . The very nature
o f the automa tic Pe rf inning and s t amp - a f f i x 
ing op e ration ma k e s i t very unus ual f or off 
cover examples t o have readable dated po st 
ma r k s showing places of or i gin. The Per 
f i nne d stamp be i ng affixed nearly al l the
time i n the a r e a where either the wavy l ines
o r the slogan portion of the machine post 
ma r k would be impressed .

I mperial Tobacco Co . , Ltd .

Examination of Perfins f r om t he tt170 s our 
ces (Great Britain and Ireland) shows slight
differences in the dies . The I T/ C Perfin
i s found on up right wate rmarked coils with
j oints eve r y 20th stamp . It has been noted
on the following issues :

Great Britain: postmarks n o t e d : BRISTOL
KGV 1924 block wat e rmark , ll,d.

19 34 - 36 ph otogravure , ~d ., l~d . /
2d .

KEVIlI 1936 , ~d .

INFO NEEDED
Bob Schwerdt , our forei gn catalog chair 

man , is mak i ng an inquiry in behalf of a
f r i en d who i s a revenue collector. The col 
lector is interested in learning anything he
can about t he fol lowi ng Perf ins or punches
on revenue stamps:

'::::....

The three s t amp s i n question. left to
right , are RBUb be a r i ng an A.I'. Perfin,
RBl4a bearing a pun ched or cu t -ou t H, and
RBl4a bearing a punched or cut -ou t K. Can
any member provide information a s to the user
of on e or mor e of t hese de vices ?

Great Brita in

LJ
· · · · · · ~· · · ·: .:. : :.:. . . ...,. . .., .
:"": .::.
'. , ..'

Irel and

tJ,·:',:ITJ:,::., .. .... . '., ..... ..
: . ....
'., ' . '

KGVI 1937 -39. ~d . , Id; , l %d . , 2~d.,

6d .
1941 -42, 1d. , 2~d.

Eire: postmarks noted : BAI LE ATHA
CLIATH ( DUBLIN)

1922 -23 , ~p .

John Player & Sons Lt d.

This company was soon under the man t le
of the Imperial Tobacco Co.

Issues noted:
Great Br itain :

KGV 1924 block watermark , ~d .

1934-36 photogravure, ~d ., l~d.

KEVI I I 1936 , ~d .
KGVI 193 7-39 , ~d ., 1d ., l ~d., 2~d .

1941-42, 1d.
Eire:

1922 -23, ~p . , 2p. , 3p.

ANOTHERNEW PERFIN
Charles F. Toma1a (L~-38 ) of Pittsburgh

is the latest member t o acquire his o~~

personal Perfin, the CFT des i gn shown be 
l ow.

.........'.. ...' . ..: ..

Charles states that he wi l l make t he Per-
Cha rles states t hat he will make the Per 

f i n available t o any member who wants a
copy . Membe rs writing f or copies should,
of course , enclose s tamps fo r that pu rpos e,
plus a stamped, a ddre s sed enve lope . Or,
if you wan t a cover , s end an addre s sed en
ve lop e and a lS - cen t s t amp .
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