
PERFIN POTPOURRI by Jack Brandt
I U. S. PRECANCEL PERFI NS

Going through some US precancel Perf i ns
r e c en tly. I noted some Perfin types that had
more than one precan ce l t own . One of the
common ones is NEMO (N70) , sho~~ in Figure
1, which i s known with both New Yo rk, N.Y.,
and Jamaica, N.Y . There a re manv others
with two towns . One I found with three
t owns i s HU (\H99 -21), shown in Figure 2,
which I have with Hoboken, N.J., New York,
N.Y., and Brooklvn, N.Y. Are there more
threes and possibly fours and f ives?
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and this ma de me sus~ect that most of t~e

member s are ei t her not i n t ere s t e d i n these,
or a r e no t info rme d , so I thought I would
s end along a f ew types to be illustrat ed in
the Bullet in.

First, there i s one type (Fig~re 7) that
was available for postage . This is from
British Guiana, and is listed i n Scott as
#103 -106 . The note after 106 states they
were to prevent f raud on the government.

Most of the other specimens around are from
British colonies. and the Perfin was applied
by the printer. to stamps that would be sent.
to UPU members . Types shown in Figures 3
through 14 are found on various co lonies.

. .... .

Fig . 1 Fiq . 2

.. ......
.:: ..,

.......
.' .:::....::
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The typ e shown in Figure 9 is f ound on a
Turkish i s sue, but it was pr i n t ed by Br ad ­
bury lH l k i ns on of England , so probably t he
same proce dur e wa s f ollowed. The typ e shawn
in Figu r e 8 i s on a r e cen t Gh~na i s sue , and
I am no t sur e wha t was behind this on e .

Very occas ionally SPECIMEN~ ar e found i n
pa i rs .

SPECIMENS do not be l ong i n a collection of
private Perfins, bu t if yo u collect ever y ­
t hi ng wi t h hole s in it , l i ke I do, t he y do
have a place in your co l lecti on.

I recent l y acq u i r ed a Perfin on a hexag ­
ona l s t amp, and i t go t me t o wonder i.ng what
Pe r f i ns exi st on n on -re ctangu l ar st amp s .
Hav i ng an i n teres t in r ev enue Pe rf i ns g i v e s
me a wider field than mos t , bu t t he re are
some on postal i ssu e s , I am sure . Th e il ­
l us t r a tion s show:

Fi gu r e 3 . Hexagon - Perfin BA - Belgi um,
telegraph s tamp .

Figur e 4. Diamond - Perf i n S - Swit ze r ­
land , r ev enue stamp.

Figure 5 . Equi lateral trian gl e - Perfin
K. P . - Austr ia , special han d lin g s t amp .

Fi gure 6. Right - ang l e tr i an g l e - Per f in
A ( pr oba b ly cance l Perf i n ) - Panama, revenue .

I am sure t here a re mor e Per fins on t he s e
sha pes . but are the r e mor e t ype s o f n on -rec­
tangles ?

II I SPECIMEN PERFINS

In t he last Perfins Auct ion , I picked up a
SPEC IMEN Perfin at a very reas onable price , (cont i nu ed next pa ge )
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IV BELGIUM PERIODS

Some fi rms have used mor e t han on e pe rfor ­
a t ing mac hine over t heir history, and t r y ing
to t race t he per i od of us e of ea ch i s an i n­
teresting pu rsuit , Fr om Gr eat Br i ta i n t here
are s everal B/TH Per fi n t ypes, some of whi ch
a r e kno wn to be us ed by t he Br it i s h Thomps on
Hous t on Company, Ltd . , of Rugby.

I have s ix t ype s i n my co l lect i on. How­
ever , t wo of t hem are ver y clo se , and may
come f rom the s ame ma chi ne ,

Figure 17 shows a B./T .H which I have on a

Nos t c o llec t ors o f f ore i gn Perfi n s have a
copy of t he Be l g ium . S . G Perfi n (Figure 15) .
When I first obtained this one many yea rs
ago , I thought I had a broken Perfin, and
tha t t here should be something in f ront of
the f irst period. But, apparently such i s
not the case . s ince the user i s probably t he
Societe Gener al de Belgiq ue . I have often
wondered-about this on e, an d wha t thei r th i n ­
king wa s a t t he t im e o f orde r i ng t he ma chi n e.
Ther e a r e othe r Be lg i a n SG"s , and poss i b ly it
was j u s t t o dif ferentia te.

Re c ent ly I picked up a Be lg i a n rev enue Pe r ­
f i n . wi th a B Perf i n • wi t h a ho l e i n f ront of
it (F igure 16), and I was wondering i f t h i s
was a code ho l e or wha t . So f a r I have on ly
one o f the se . and wi ll have to f ind mor e to do
some study of it .

Thi s study I have done j ust from the stamps
themselves , and i t i s really only t he first
part of a study, which could be car r ied much
fart her .
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Queen Victoria issue , with what looks like an
1896 date . The cancel, however, i s London,
and it just might be a different comp any .

Figure 18 shows a B/T.H. (McKee-Tomkins
1f7 20) which I have on a couple of Edward VII
issues, one with a 1906 date . Cancels ap­
pear to be Rugby.

Figures 19 and 20 are very similar, and may
be f rom a two -head machine . These also I have
on Edward VII i ssue s , one with a London can ­
ce l , and the othe r with a 659 (identity not
kn own to me). This type (Ncke e e Tomk Lns 718 .1)
may have be en befor e or after the abov e.

Figur e 21 I have on several stamps, all of
George Vv intage . Cancels are from Rugby, and
the one dated on e I have is 1916. This one
i s similar to Figures 19 and 20 , but I feel
may be a newer machine, especially since I
have it only on newe r issues .

Figur e 22 shows the very common B/TH
(Mc Kee -Tomki ns 718. 2) . This one ap pea r s to
have ,come in t o use i n the late 1920's, and
wa s ~n us e unt i l at l ea s t 1958, whi ch is my
latest l eg ible cancel .
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V GREAT BRI TAI N B/ TH

WANT ADS-------- - - - - - - -
Man ­
f rom
4526

WANTED: Japane se, Korean, Taiwan ,
chukuo Pe rf ins. Also , o ther mate r i a l
t hese a reas. Fr ank L . Al lar d, J r. , Bi n
Carme l -By- The -S ea , CA 93921 .

WANTED: Perfi ns on US Scott Ilcn, 5 ~ Beaco n
a~rma~ l. On or of f cover. Al so any other
unusua l n on -philatel i c Gll mater ial , Send
with pr ice. Kent Kobe rsteen , 4440 Colfax
Avenue South, Minneapo l i s , MN 55409 .

WANTED: Perfins from South Afr i ca , Cape of
Good Hope, Nata l , Transv aa l , Zu l u land and
Czec hos l ovakia. Also Great Brita i n commer ­
cia l Pe r f ins u sed f isc a lly, R. Car lson,
14014 Pan ay Way Ste 255 , H. D. R. , CA 90291.

WANTED: FDCs with Perfins - wor l d wi de .
Al s o other i nterest i ng or diff e r en t covers
wi t h Perf i ns . N.F . Or twer th , 67 95 Foxs hi r e
Drive , Flo r i s s an t , MO 63033 .

WILL EXCHANGE PERFI NS (or pr ecancels ) fo r
USA and Canada ra~lway Per f i n s , State wan t s ,
Willi am Tur ney, 1306 Cottonwood Cr ., Nor t h
Vancouver, BC V7P lK9 CANADA .
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