
Background on U.S. Perfin Users- - - - - - - - - - -

P ANAMA·PACIFIC I N T E R N A T I O N A L E X P O SITI O N
SAN F R A NCIS C O 19 15

D EF .... RTM ENT OF O FFICIA L C OI NS AND M EO A L S

SE R VICE B U ILDING , , ';;.. i
•••••!

~ -, ~ ..
. .. ...:.. : ....... ..

Th e backgrounds on two U. S. Perfin users ,
publ i s h e d in t he Oc t ober 1978 Bulle tin, ap ­
pear to have b e en well rec eived by memb e r s ,
severa l of whom have indicated t hat they
wou ld like t o see mor e o f these published .
The editor , ther efor e, off e rs the fol lowing
t wo ba ckg rounds fr om his own collecting ex­
perienc e . Members are invi t ed t o s end in
data on a ddi t i on a l f i rm s a nd organ i z a t i on s
wi th i n t e r e s ting and unusua l backgrounds .

PANAMA- PACI FI C INTERNATI ONAL EXPOSITI ON CO .

The Pa n ama-Pacific I n t e r nat ional Ex p o ­
sit ion Company wa s fo r med t o manage the
affair s of the Panama-Pac i fic Internat iona l
Expo sition, held i n San Franci s c o from Feb ­
ruary 20 to Dec ember 4, 1915 . The propos e d
e xp os ition t o ce l e bra t e the opening o f the
Panama Canal had b e e n t he object of a
spirit e d p ub l icity battle be t we en San Fran ­
c isco, New Or l e ans a n d San Di ego , e ach
seeking to b e the host c i t y . The battle
had phi lat e l ic i mpa c t in t ha t co lorfu l
labe ls , postcards a nd illus tra t e d c ove r s
we re us e d fo r the pub l ic i t y .

Af t e r Sa n Fr a nc i s c o won ou t as the s i t e ,
the theme of the exposit i on was expanded
to i n c l u d e celebration of her rebuilding
followi ng the ear t hqu ake and fi re of 190 6 .

Th e expos i tion com pa ny, anticipa ting the
u se of large q u ant i t i e s of p ostage stamp s ,
obtai n e d a device with wh i ch t o a pply a Per ­
fi n consisting of the c ompany 's i n i tials.
This PPI/ECO Perfin ( P-188) is sho'<TI above .
Th e Pan ama -Pa c ific expos ition t hus b e c ame
t he on ly U.S . e xposition t o have i ts own
Perfin .

PPI/ECO Perfin cove rs mailed as ord i n a r y
letters f rom the exposition po s t a l s ta t i on
u s ually bear t he Model Post Of f ice mac h i n e
cancellation ( I n t e r n a tion a l machine ) . How­
ever, the finest - and scarcest - Pe r f i n
c overs from the exposition are registered
c overs bearing t he corner card of the De ­
partment of Co ins and Me da l s . Th e s e us ua l l y
bear the exposi tion station duplex h an ds tamp
and /or its ova l parcel post t ype h an ds tamp
t y ing the s tamps , wi t h the doub le - circle
registry hands tamp st r u ck in red on the
back.

The PPI /ECO Pe r f i n could perhaps be l ooked
up on as a forerunner o f the souvenir Pe r f i n s
occasionally used i n connection with mode r n
stamp exhibitions . Howev e r , the expos ition
company probably did not look up on it as a
s o uvenir Perfin , bu t as a security device i n
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connec t i on with t he l arge qu antities of
of stamps kept on hand fo r ma i l i n g out coins ,
medal s and gene r al correspondence.

In addition to the Panama -Pacif i c c ommern­
orative i s s ues, the writer has o f f - c ov e r
PPI / ECO Perfins on Scott Nos . 332 , 374, 406
and 427 . Members who can add t o this list
are invit ed to report the i r ho l d i n g s t o t h e
e di t o r .

VAN VLEET -MANSFIELD DRUG COMPANY

Perf ins have been used by a numb e r of
wholesale drug f irms around the country .
Two such us e rs h a v e an inter est i ng back ­
g round , at least to the wr i.t e r , b ecaus e t hey
were located in the s ame ci ty (Memph i s ,
Tenn.) and eventually mer ge d i nto a single
f irm (wh ich brings up an interesting q u e s ­
tion a s to how many other Perfin u s ers may
h ave me r ge d with an o t h e r Perfin-us i ng firm) .

One of the Memphi s us ers was the Hessig ­
El lis Drug Co. , whos e H-E / DCO Perf i n (H-64)
is shown at l eft below. Th e othe r u s e r wa s
the Van Vleet -Mansfield Drug Co. , whose
VV/MD Perfin (V- 30) is shown at r ight below .
The l a tter u s e r was not identifie d in the
U. S . Catalog unti l t hree or four year s a go
when the writer r eported a V-30 Perfin cover
bear i n g the f irm 's corne r card .
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The prede ces s or o f the Van Vl e et (p ro ­
no unce d Van Fleet ) firm was fo rmed in 1833
as Mans f ield and Higb e e, l a ter b ecoming
Mans fi eld Drug Co. I n 1875 t he firm was
bough t by P . P. Van Vleet and t he n ame was
c hange d t o Van Vl e et -Mansfi e l d Drug Co.

In 1928 thi s fi rm merge d with the Hes s i g ­
Elli s firm un der the name of Van Vleet -Ellis
Corp. In 1929 the new firm was merged with
McKes s on and Ro b b i ns, I nc ., and became known
as McKesson, Van Vl e et -El l is . This s ubs e ­
quently wa s changed t o the pr e s en t name of
McKes son and Robbins Drug Co.

The Van Vl e e t - Man s fi e l d Dr ug Co. Per f in is
C- rated and may be f ound on pr e c a n c e l led a s
well as un -precancelled s t amp s . On un-pre ­
cance lled off -cover Perfins, the writer h a s
it on Scott Nos . 370 and 40 6 . On precancelled
issues, he has it on Sc ott No s . 376 , 377,3 78 ,

(c o n t i nu e d on page 7 )



THE EDITOR'S CORNER
If the e di t or has failed to answer your

letter or to ge t your ad or your article in
t he Bulletin, please be pat ient. It is a
pretty tough chore to handle a stamp pub li ­
cation when you are working in one city and
most of your materials and equipment are in
an other . Also, there i s a much gr e a t er
chance of materials getting temporari l y mis ­
placed . A story on the f ront page explains
why the editor is in this predicament.

Your e d i t or recently rece i v e d what he con­
s i de r s to be a real honor . In preparing to
move to Atlanta , he submitted a letter of
res ignat ion to the Memphi s Stamp Collectors
Society, of which he has been a member fo r
more than 16 ye ar s . The membership r e j ecte d
the r e signa t i on and vo t ed to make him an
hono rary member fo r l ife .

Alan Miskimin offers the foll owing com­
mentary on us Perfinners , which he says he
adapted f r om another phila te l ic philosopher I s
t ......or k :

Fore ign Cata log Editor Bob Schwe rdt sub ­
mits the photo below of a French Pe rfin-pre ­
cancel he recent l y acquired. Bob says he
knows Pe rf i n s exist on U. S ., Canadian and
Belgian precance ls, but this is the first
one he has heard of on a French precancel.
Do any other members have Perf ins on French
precancels in their collections ?

[lU...: :
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James P. Ehrbar (#1718) has submitted a
pho to (shown be low) of a Sc hermack Type III
coil with punched control mark. 12- ho l e
open square, no miss ing ho l e s , on t he 4 ­
cen t 1909 i s sue. Scott #346. He inquires
as to whe t her any other Club member has seen
this Perf in on the 4 -cent denomination .

Th e Schor-mack Mailing- Mnchiuc Co. hns been the most

ext ens ive user (If stamps of an~· paten ted mnchtoe. nwinl:

to the successful adop tion of their device h~' lll anr of the

la rge busi ness houses in Chica go.

THE PERFINNER'S PSALM

Pe r f i n co l lecting is my hobby. I sha l l
n o t be bored.

I t rnake t h me do research of many c om­
pan ies .

I t caus e th me to correspond wi t h good
p e ople .

It keepeth me always alert .

I t leadeth me i nto areas of un de r s t anding
fo r curiosi t y' s s ake .

Yea , though I l ive t hrough a winter of
i n c lemen t weathe r, I wi l l fea r no bo re ­
dom, for my Perf i ns ar e with me.

Their holes and t heir h istory. they in­
trigue me.

They provideth a means of escape from the
tensions of my responsibilities .

They filleth my house with books, my cash
runneth lower .

Sure ly interest and knowledge shall follow
me all of the days of my life.

And I will be listed in the ranks of
Philately f orever .

James also has s ubmi t t ed a photo
Schermack ma i l i n g machine, which is
be low .

of a
s hown

An Honor Awar d Ribbon f rom the Pe r f i ns
Club was g i v en to Lar ry Weiss ( #13 10) f or
his e xh ib it of Perfi ns i n the Modern Uni t e d
States c ategor y o f the r e cen t 90th Annua l
Stamp Show and Bours e of the Philatelic So­
c iety of Pit tsburgh .

VAN VLEET- MANSFI ELD (CONTINU ED )

42 7 . 498 , 504 . and 515 ( t wo differen t pr ec an ­
cel types).

The Hessig -El lis Drug Co. Perf i n is B­
rat e d an d t he writer does not have a cop y of
this H-64 pattern on or off c ove r .
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