
PERFIN PERUSALS---------by Jack Brandt
1. Canada B - Star

Mo st Perfin collector s ar e f amiliar wi t h
the B Star Per f ins u sed by the Bur ro ughs
Adding Machine Co. of Detroit, whi ch a r e
listed in the U. S. catalog a s type s B-15
and B- 15.5. r ne latter ha s a wi der B. For
year s I have had several examples of this
Perfin on Canadian s t amps , which i s li sted
in the Can a di an Handbook as type Bl . But
only r ecently did I check them thoroughly
and f ound that both the U.S. types a r e a l so
found on Can adi an issu e s . I ha ve the nar 
r ow B on 1903 and 1912 i ssues , and t he wide
B on 1935 and 1937 i ssues. Surely , someone
must have checked the se be fo r e, but I sup 
pose they ke pt it to t hemselve s, instead of
sharing the knowledge .

2. Extra Code Holes

Code hol~s have alway s int r igued me , and
I al ways check them carefully in the hope
of di nding a ne w branch . I have a cou pl e
of exa mples with one extra hole, and I have
been wondering if i t is real or just a
'stray' hole f r om a partial double s tr i ke.
So,I a sk if anyone else has copi e s of these
items to confir m a new type.

The fi rst i s a Canadian GWL, whi ch ha s
the code beneath the G, which signif ies
Hal i fax, but al so ha s anothe r hol e above the
W, which is cl ose to t he code hole used by
Calgary .

The second is a U. S. type , CPR, al though
a Canadian fi r m. This is similar t o t ype
C-279, whi ch has no code hole,and was used
in Chi cago, an d t ype C- 280 with a code hole
under t he C, used in New York . My copy ha s
a co de hol e above the C. Unfortunately , t he
cancel is part of a slogan and gi ve s no
town.

"V.WAUCQUEZ & Cie " i n violet . I wonde r if
this is anothe r protection de vice or what.
I have the same Perfin on several postal
issues an d t hey do no t have the overprint .
Anyway, t he u ser is i dent i fied on t he st amp ,
an d all t he cancels r ead Brussels, so he i s
a l so l oc ated.
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4. Paque bot Per f ins

I suspect most Perfin col l ectors don' t
inspect t he cancels on t he ir Per f in s very
closely, and I t hink t he y sh ould. Recentl y,
I have noted in my Perfin collection a
couple of Paque bot cancel s, one on U. S.
stamps and one on Great Britain stamps .
The U.S. example i s Perfin type S-59, t he
SB/SA Perfin u sed by the Standa rd Bank of
Sout h Africa,wi th U. S. offices in New York.
The cancel i s a 30-mm diameter c i rc l e, wi th
CAPETOWN around the t op, an d PAQUEBOT ar oun d
the bottom. The r e is a small er i nner circle
and the date i n t he center. This i s t ype
A57 i n the book "Ocean Mails" by Cockrell.
I have t he cancel on a pa i r of Scott #804,
and a s ingl e #811 . Both can cels are dated
20 Mar, 1940 , 9AM. Probably the se orig i na
t ed from some last minute bu sine ss. and the
letters wer e t aken to t he shi p at 'New York
t o be sure t o catch t he mails.

The Great Br i t a i n exa mple isu-c/Co (type
U42.2a ) u sed by the Union Castle Mail Steam
ship Co. Ltd. of London , England . The can
cel is simil ar t o t he above , except the top
line ha s CAPETOWN in smal l er l e t te rs ove r
KAAPSTAD, t he r ema i nde r being t he sa me . I
ha ve thi s cancel on two copi es of Scott #296 ,
one wi t h a 1953 cancel and t he other a 19~
cancel. These may have been used as the
above, or since t hey are a steamship l ine,
may actually have been u sed aboard ship.
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3 . Belgian Rail r oad s

Some t i me ba ck we had in t he Bulletin some
informat ion on cancels i dentif yi ng t he Per 
f i n user s, and this got me watching the f r ont
of the s t amp a s well a sthe back. I recently
no t ed that on my Belgian r ailroad s t amps
(Sco t t Qll, Q12) bearing the Per fin V.W./C. ,
be side s the no rmal r ectan gular r ailroad t ype
cancel, there is al so a rubber stamp cancel
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5. Portugal BNU Perfins

Most co llec tors of foreign Per f i n s wi l l
have some of the BNU Perfins from Portugal.
The probable u ser of them is t he Banco Na 
c ional Ultrama rino , of Lisbon . I noted some
time ago that t hese came B. N. U and B. N. U. ,
the l a t ter haVing a f inal period. I thought

(continue d next page )
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STAY TUNED------

125 mixed U. S. Perfins $1 , al so pr ecancel s
and Bull se ye ( SOTN) cancel s, list free .
Alvin Ge r st enber ger , Box 14527, Phoenix , AZ
85063 .

The Oc tobe r and ensuing issues of t he Bul 
letinwill contain some excellent a r t icles by
Mike Bur r ows , Rudy Roy and others. The edi 
tor welcomes a r t i cl e s or sug gestions for a r 
ticles from any member.

Incident ally, Mike Bur-rev s cal l s attention
t o t he fact that hi s art i cl e i n t he March
Bulletin was supposed t o have been titled
"British South African Revenue Cancels. "
The edi tor inadvertently left out the wor d
"Brit i sh" in the title. Mike al so send s
along anothe r set of illustrations for hi s
article on nume r al Per f ins appear ing in the
January Bul l et i n . The ed itor doe s not re 
member rece iving aset of these illustr ations
with the original article, but quite pos
s i bl y could ha ve mi spl aced them. They are
shown below for t he benefit of member s who
may wish to review t he January article with
these i l l u s trat i ons at hand.

WANT ADS-----
iiANTEDFOR EXHIBI TION. Cana l Zone stamps per
f orat ed "P" or U. S. s t amps per fo rat ed "RPR."
Covers and mul t iple s also wanted. Send de s
c r ip tion ( includ i ng or i entation of t he Per
finland selling pr i ce t o Dr . Gar y B. Weiss ,
P. O. Box 155, Sub Sta. 1 , UTMB , Galveston,
TX 77550.

More Perfin collectors are starting t o
collect, or at least accumul ate , r e venue
Perfins,and I would like t o see some of t he
knowledgeable collectors share more informa
t i on on t hem.

One thing I have noted i s t ha t code holes
are al so present on revenue Perf ins . An ex
ampl e is the CNB Perfin1 pr obably used by
Cha se National Bank. 1 i l l u s t r at e three
different code holes,two o f which a re known
on postal issues and are t ypes C- 217 and C
219 . The t h i r d t ype ha s the code hol e over
t he B and so f ar i s not kno.~ on pos t al
issues . One int ere sting point is that al l
thr ee of the se are on New Yo rk Stock Trans
fe r Tax stamps, so probably all wer e u se d in
NYC, possibly in different bank branches .

PERFIN PERUSALS ( continued) - - - - - - 

for some t ime that the former might just be
a damaged letter. However, being a splitter
r at her t han a l umper, I spli t them. Over the
years I have built up a collec t i on of about
170 of t he final pe r iod variety and onl y 40
of the no- final - period one. On t aling a
close l ook at t he st amps , one note s t hat t he
no-period one always has only one Perfin on
the s t amp, and it i s usually complete. Whi le,
on the final- period type t here ar e usual l y
t wo Pe r fin s on a s t amp , and one or both a r e
splits. A lit tle mor e st udy sug ge st s t ha t
the no -period t ype i s a one-head machine ,
while the pe r iod type is a mul t ihead machine .
I haven't tried to figure out how many heads,
but i t i s at l ea st thr ee .

Further study not e s that t he pe r i od type
wa s da maged at one point , but it was t he
period after t he N t hat was mi s s ing. This
can be found in pa i r swi th a complete Fer f i n .

6 . Re venue Code He ads
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