
THE EDITOR'S CORNER----------
John W. Burns (#128 8) ha s been named edi­

tor of the monthly Official Bulletin of the
Southe rn Cal i f orni a Precancel Club. In an­
nounc inghis selection,President James King­
man of t he SCPC sai d the folloWing about
John : "John has collect ed stamps since boy­
hood, but only in the pa st five years has he
turned to precancel s and Perfins. His in­
terests center on four areas : precancel ed
Per fins, CA , historic cit ies of the U. S. and
ghosts,but he admits he has diffi culty con ­
fining himself to these specialties. Hi s
at t i t ude t owar d our cl ub is beautiful ly
summed up in the words he wro te me sho r tly
afte r the appearance of ( the forme r editor's)
dec i s ion t o r et i r e . ' I offe r my servi ce to
f ill the gap at this t ime . I have the t i me
and equipment to get t he Bulletin out .' The
answer to a prayer."

Our congratulations and best wishe s t o
John in his new undertaking. And, inciden­
tal ly, fo r the benefit of t hose members who
may not be familiar with precance l termi­
nology, John doe sn ' t collec t the kind of
ghosts who haunt house s he collects
"gho st" precancels, which is t he term ap­
pl i ed to precancels f r om t owns whose post
off i ces have been discontinued or had the i r
name changed .

Vice Pr es i dent Dorothy Savage r eports
that she sent ou t 16 Perfin Primers i n Aug­
ust . Do ro t hy will show t hr ee frame s of he r
U. S. Per f ins collection at SESCAL.

Your edi t or wi l l a l so exhibit at SESCAL,
but hi s exhibit wi l l be one of exposition
pos tal history. However, i t wi ll contain
three Per f i n covers f rom t he Panama-Pac i f i c
Exposition, t he only exposition to have its
own Per f in .

The September issue of the Ameri can Phi l ­
a t elist contains an adve r t i sement of Badde l ey
Brot her s, Ltd. 1 London , offer ing stamp per ­
f orators from ~105 up , depending on t he de­
sign.

The Baddeley Brot hers per fora tor s were
descr i be d by Sec r etary Floyd Walker in an
ar t i cl e in the June Bul l et i n , but t hi s is
t he first time we have seen their advert i se­
men t in an Amer ican philatelic pUbl i cat i on .

Dr. Sunao Adachi (#1036), author of the
Cat alog of J apanese Per f i ns,wr ites to poi nt
out that the cover shown by George Fisher
in t he June Bulletin is one of t he business
owner' s name. He says t he Per fin "T.K. " was
off i cial l y registered va l i d onl y f or use of
Kuro sawa Sh5ten, and al so in the name of
owner Teijiro Kuro sawa. He add s that this
f irm, in downtown Ginza , has been f amous as
impor t er s and suppliers of business mach ine s
such a s t ypewriters , addi ng machine s , etc . ;
and that they are st ill i n the same pl ace,
whi ch is now known as 6-9 Ginza, Chou-Ku ,
Tokyo 104 , Japan.

In response t o t he listing of 1908 Perfin

co vers in t he May Bul l et i n , Bi l l Cummings
(LM-25) write s t ha t he i s beginning to think
t hat such 1908 cover s are fa i r ly common.
Bill explains that he swapped t he August
13 WTC(o) cover (ment ioned in thb lis t i ng)
t o anot her collector some years ago; now he
ha s picked up a C-I02 , COG/Co, cover can­
ce l led September 11 at St. Louis. Bil l
point s out t hat he thus gave up the third
earliest 1908 Per fin co ver, so now has to
be content wi th the ninth earlie st. He
pose s the question, "I wonder what happened
on Octombe r 5t h? " in reference t o t he df s­
propor t ionately l arge number of 1908 covers
(7) r epor t ed with Oc tober 5 postmarks . As
f ar as the ed i tor can see, t hi s is simply a
matter of coincidenc e . Oc tober 5, 1908 ,
appar ently was an ordinary Monday.

Bill al so comment s on the f ac t t hat the
strip of fi ve Schermacks shown on page 7 of
t he May Bulletin has only one slot punched
out in every other se t of perforations, and
t hat he has never seen thi s variety befo r e.
Can anyone comment on thi s, other t han to
make t he obvious a ssumption that the st rip
must have been perforated with a def ective
devi ce ?

Doe s any member have a Perfin on one of
t he Italian stamps with adverti sing l abe l s
(Scot t #96b, e tc , ) i s sued in 1924-25? If so ,
the editor would be plea sed to receive infor ­
mation concerning it .

A member of t he Cl ub ha s complained t hat
pre sent auc tion rule s di sc r iminate against
"i ssue " collectors . He points out that an
auct i on rule s t ates , "Regular i ssue s between
Sco t t #331 and 546 are l isted 'as is ' and
ar e not returnable i f the Scott number was
incorrectl y 11 sted f or a l ot. "

The member point s to a number of incor­
rectly descr i bed lot s he bought in Auct i on
18, where his bi ds wer e ver y hi gh ba sed on
the stamp rarity rat her than the Perfin­
rating. He also points to several addi t ion­
al l o t s which he says proba bly were misdes­
cribed , based on his judgment of "the diffi­
cul t - t o- distingui sh diffe rence between sin­
gle-line watermarked and unwatermarked stamps
of pe r forat i on 10 . " He asks, "how can one
bid on such a lot under pre sen t rules un­
less it is examined (bef ore bi ddi ng ) or is
returnable?"

From hi s point of vi ew, t his member ob­
viously has a legitimate compl aint . On the
other hand , t he auction chairman, who al­
ready spends a great deal of his persona l
time i n handling t he details of Club auc­
tions , can hardly be expected to try to ex­
pe r t i ze every Perfin sub mi tted t o him for
auct i on .

Should misd escribed lots be r eturnable
i n Perfins Club auctions , as t hey ar e in
virtual ly all comme rcial stamp auct ions?
Or i s the current non-return rul e t he only
f eas ibl e one under the circumstanc e s of our
Club auc tions? What i s your opi ni on?
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