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On November 2nd , 1920, the Pos t Of fice
approved the Perfin "CMS" upon t h e reque s t
of t h e Consolidated Mining and Smel t i ng
Company of Canada Limited , Trai l, B.C . The
perfor a tor , a Cummins Mod e l 52 (Seria l Num­
ber 2619 ), saw r e gu l ar and continuous use

Usually when stamp collectors talk about
rambling they are referring to themselves ,
myself included. For a turnaround, let' s
take a look at the Perfin perforators that
have done the rambling . It may seem strange
that machines ramble, but when it becomes
a matter of life or death , a move is c e r ­
tainly p referable .
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In the case of the Gr e a t Northern Railway
Perfin (C7) , it was the stamps that took a
long t r ip and the perforato r that took a
short, albeit fatal, trip. The Great Northern
Perfi n is o ne of eight U. S . railway Perfins
fo u nd in Canadian stamps (o n l y one was given
Post Off i c e approval - p r e s uma b l y the Great
Northern never requested approval) . The p e r ­
forator was located in the Head Office in
St . Paul, Minn . The closest major city in
Canada is Winnipeg, Man ., 450 miles north ,
where the stamps were purchased and sent to
St. Paul for perforating .

The Great Nor thern had only one terminus
in Canada, at New Westminster , B .C. To e xtend
the Railway 's postal security system to its
only Canadian terminus, a ll of the Canadian
stamps were forwarded close to 2 ,000 miles
westward to supply the New We s tm i n s t e r office.
This will explain why observant c ol l e c t o r s
h a v e noticed so many s t a mp s wi th Winn ipeg tag ­
ging .

Sometime in 1963 or 1 964 the perforator was
sent out for, quo te, "a major repa i r wh ich in­
c l ud e d upgrading of the perforat ing dies , "
unquote. This upgrading spelled the doom of
a Perfin that had started during the Admi ra l
issu e . When the perforator wa s retu r n e d ,
t h e die was c hang e d complete ly , and s u bse ­
q uen tly wa s ca l l e d "GI6. " Th e o ld per ­
forato r , under the guise o f G1 6 , wa s u sed
un til March 3rd , 1970. On t ha t date the
Great No r t h e rn Railway c e a s e d to e x i s t. It

(cont i nued on page 7)

during the years. Then in the l a t e 1 940 's
the perforator met the fate of many of the
perforators - replacement by a postage meter .
So the company s e n t the perforator 175 miles
to its mine in Kimberley , B .C . Th e perfora ­
tor continued in use there up to 19 56 , when
another postage meter caught up to it . For
t h e perforator , it wa s a trip back to Trail .
But i t l e f t its mark, for the stock of per­
forated stamps was large and cont i nued in u se
past 1959 . One estimate i s that t h e supply
was no t exhausted until 1 9 65.

Th e perfora t or , back in Trail , was demo ted
f o r a period to canc e l l i n g meal ticke ts used
a t the company c a f e t er i a . Wha t a drop down
the ladder - fr om a r es p o n s i ble pos i t i o n in
postal s e c u r i ty t o jus t punching me a l tickets .
Ab o u t 1957 the perforator wa s dona t ed to the
Rossland Mining Museum located jus t outside
of Trail .

A note to col l e ctors : stamps i s s ued during
o r before 19 56 tha t had been perfo r ated were
us e d by the c ompany after thi s date. Most
canc e ls wi ll be Ki mb e rl e y, B. C. Th e "CMS"
Pe r f i n i s known i n post- 19 5 6 stamps a nd these
mus t have b e en done on r equest , as t he machine
was of f i cia l l y re ti red .
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Al t hough the Canadian National Railways
received Post Office approval to perforate
their i n i t i a l s in postage stamps March 13th ,
1928 , fo r some reason C1 9 doe sn't corne onto
the s cene until after 19 32 . The perfor ­
ator ' s us e s eems to have been regular , bu t
defin i tely not e xces s ive . In 1956 the p e r ­
forator was pushed a s ide in the Toron t o
office b y the postage mete r .

Sometime in 19 5 7 the per f ora t or was sent
to Winn ipeg . The perfora tor was back in
the business of perfor a t i ng stamps, bu t now
in competi t i o n wi th C2 1a, wh i c h h ad s een
c o ntinuous u se in Win n i peg s inc e 1928 .
Bo t h perfo r a t ors we r e to p e rforate a good
c ros s - s e c t ion of the l a t e 1950's commemor­
atives.

Then came a c orporate regio na l reo r gani ­
zati o n . The p e rfora tor was moved to Edmonton ,
a lon g with the r e gional tr e asury depar t ­
men t , in Augu s t 1961 . Since t hen the
ma c h i n e has c ont i n u ed to produ c e nice clean
Perfins . It may de l i gh t some collecto r s
to know tha t the Cana d i a n National Railways
have no plans t o di s c o n t inue the p r a c t i c e
o f perforating their postage stamps .

It is inte r es t i ng that the Cl9 p e r f o r a ­
t i ng machine is not one of t he common Cum­
min s perforators. It was ma d e by the Per­
forator Company , Chicago , Illinois . The
mod e l is 6K and the serial n umber is 6kl9 .
Th i s is the o n l y confirmed non -Cummins per­
f o r a ti n g machi ne k nown to be used in Canada
to date. I cannot guess why this mod e l was
pu r c h a s e d when the Canadian National had
success with i ts Cummins Model 53 's (b o t h
C21a and C20a are Model 53's ) .

The Per f ins Bulletin, March 1979 3



THE EDITOR'S CORNER
Th e edi tor would l i k e to r e p e a t wh a t he

s aid in l as t month' s Bu lletin: if you re­
cen t ly h a v e s e n t him an a r ticle, item or
want ad fo r t h e Bu llet in , ple as e be pat ien t .
You are not be i ng igno red - the ed i to r sim­
p ly is g o i ng thro ugh the c olossal task
(s t amproom wise, at l east ) of packing up
ever y t h i n g to mov e from Memphi s t o At lanta .
This is complicated by the fact t h a t he
already is working in Atlanta and can only
get back to Memphis on some weekends.

Oc c upa nc y of his new horne in Atlanta is
scheduled t o be a vailable o n Apr i l 9 . Per­
h a ps it won't t a k e too many moons t o g e t at
least some of t h e stamproorn files straight­
ened out .

Ah, how great it wi l l be to return t o
the normal abnormality of a stamp editor' s
life!

The difficulties in Iran have affected at
l e as t one member of the Perfins Club . George
Drake, who has b een employ e d by Bell Helicop­
ter International, I nc . , in Iran, reported in
a letter dated January 19 that the Iranian
mail system had stopped completely . He said
no international mail was being received in­
side the country at that time . He also re ­
ported that he h a d no t received any o f the
Bulletins since h e had b e e n in Iran, prob a b l y
because of the slowness of sea mail and the
Iranian mail system .

George has given the secretary a tempo­
rary ma i l ing a ddress of Bedf ord , Texas ( see
a ddress changes on page 8 ) with instructions
t o place the word "TEHRAN" in the l ower left
corner of the e nvelope .

Subsequent t o the date of George 's letter ,
o f course, many Ame r i c a n s hav e left Iran . No
word has been rece i ved as t o wh e t h e r or no t
Ge o r ge is still t here.

(Ed i t o r ' s note : George 's letter r eminds
the editor of his own stay in Iran - 30 months
during World War I I - when we t hought the
V- Ma i l was slow. )

J o e Miller (LM-2 l2) o f Langlois, Or egon ,
informs the editor that he is serving as a
clearing house for a group of Perfins Club
members whose proj e ct is to p r oduc e an il ­
lustrated catalo g o f perforated revenues,
U. S. and state. He says the gro u p has ex­
t e nd e d the or i ginal efforts of Murray and
Kenneth (in the 60 's) and have nearly
doubled thei r listings.

Joe reports that he has had wonderful
cooperation from several members and is
about half through the alphabet, finalizing
information r ece i v e d to date . He would be
pleased t o hear f rom anyone interested in
revenue s o r who might have any mater i a l
he can borrow to photo copy the patterns ,
identifications , etc .

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT THE PLEAS UR ES
OF PERFINS CO LLEC TING AND ENLI ST NEW
MEMB ERS,
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Paul J ackson h a s s e n t along t h e c a rtoon
rep r o d uced below, which appeared in Stamp
Wholesa ler i n Se p t e mb e r 1 95 7 . He says s ome ­
o ne s e n t i t to h im fo llowi ng t h e a n nounc e ­
me nt of his recent election as executive
v i ce p r e side n t of t he Cen t ra l New Jer s ey
Federa tio n o f Stamp Cl ub s . Pe r haps Stamp
Wh o l e s a l e r won ' t mind our r e pro d uc ing it at
this l a t e date .

Ii Iii!! Ii i i , !fi!ll l

"Good heavensI The worsthas happened • • •I someon.e has lKIminated a perlin collector to
be presJdent of our slam p society !"

Concerning t h e KSL Perfin which the edi ­
tor inquired a bou t i n the January Bulletin,
Salvatore Gu a r i n i (# 1 2 20) writes to confirm
that it does exist o n non- precancels . He has
an example on the 2-cent 1922 issue wi th an
unreadable postmark . Sal comments t hat this
par ticular Perfin seems to be very scarc e
and probably should be rated higher .

E. H. "Pete" Wills ( #11 41) of Nashville,
Tennessee , has s e n t for the editor "s i n­
spec tion an advertis ing pos tcard of G. P .
Putnam 's Sons bear ing the GPP Perf i n of
that firm postmarked J u n e 21, 1917. The
earliest use of the GPP Pe r f in previously
reported was 1918 .

RAMBLI NG PERF INS (CONTIN UED FROM PAG E 3)--­
Great Northern Railway ceased to ex i st . It
merged with t h e Northern Pa c i f i c , Burling­
ton (Ch i c a g o , Bur l i n g t o n & Qu i ncy) and t h e
SP&S (Spo k a n e , Por t land & Sea t t le) to f orm
t h e Burlington Northern Ra ilway .

The author has been unable to trace t he
"GN" perforator, so canno t g ive e ither its
make o r mode l .

I f you run acr o ss any i nformation about a
perfo r ator , p l e a s e t a ke no tes a nd p a ss them
o n t o o t her c ollectors . I t is the little
t i dbits tha t g i ve a l i t t le s pice t o t he
h ob b y o f c ollecting stamps i n gen e r a l a nd
Perf ins i n particular .

PATRONIZE THE SALES DEPARTMENT
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