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FLORIDA EAST COAST RAILWAY

This article includes both the b a ckgrou nd
of a U. S . Perfin us e r and our Pe rf in Cove r
of the Month .

The Fl o r i d a Ea s t Coast Ra ilway wa s o rga n
ized in 1886 by Henry Morrison F lagler. By
189 6 the r ai l r o a d extended from Jacksonv i l le
t o Miami , then said to have be en j us t a
s ma ll Indian t r a d ing pos t c onsist i n g of two
d we l l i ng s , a s t orehouse and the s ma ll s t one
Fo r t Dallas .

I n 1904 , Flagler made a decision to bring
the Ov e r s e a s Ra i l roa d ( t h e Key West Exten
sion ) in t o being . Because of the s eemingl y
i mpos s ible task involved , it became known
as "Flag ler ls Fo l ly . "

The story of the Overseas Railroad is
told in a small book, " Th e Railroad That
Died At Sea," by Pat Parks , p u b l i s h e d by
the Stephen Greene Press.

From 1 91 2 to 1935 t h e e xtension s e r v e d
the F lorida Keys f rom Miami to Key West
through Homestead , Key Largo , Islamorada,
Long Key Fishing Camp, Ma rathon , Big Pine
Key , and Key Wes t. Th e big hurricane that
h i t the Ke ys i n 1935 caused t h e dea th of
t he r ailroad . Be c a u s e of the damage done
t o the r o a d bed , t h e cos t o f rebu i l ding wou l d
have b een proh ibitive .

Afte r the closin g of the rai lro a d, ma i l
went by boat t o t he Ke y s . Ev e n t u a l l y High
way No . '1 was bui lt over t he o ld r o a d b e d
and mai l t here a f ter h a s gon e by mot o r v e h i 
c le .

Th e Perfi n Cover o f the Mo n th i s a 1 9 41
commer c ia l c o ver, s h own be l ow in reduced
f orm, wh i c h bears a n R. P .G . c a n c ellati on
reading " J a c k. & Key We st R.P .O . /TR 76 / APR
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16/1941" with "RMS" ( fo r Rai l wa y Mail Ser 
v ice ) in the b a r r e d - oval kil le r . I t bears
the c orner card of the F lor i d a Eas t Co a s t
Railway , with the name of R. Hi l l , Train 
ma s t e r , added . The stamps bear t he FEC/ Ry .
Perf i n.

Th is c o ver prese nts the a ppare n t ana c h r o 
nism of the J ack sonville and Key West R.P . 0 .
canc e l latio n being u sed s i x yea r s a f ter t he
Oversea s Rai lroa d c e as e d t o oper a te . Th e
o n ly l ogica l e xpl a n a t ion app e a r s t o be t hat
the R. P .C . cancelling device simp l y cont in
ued t o be u s ed for s ome years on ma i l t r ans 
ported by motor vehic le .

Our thanks to Dick Carve r fo r submitti ng
this u n us ua l cover, a nd t o the Mob i l e Post
Of f i c e Society, which appa ren tly firs t ran
the story .

Additional articles are needed on the
backgrounds of i ntere sting and unusual
U . S . Perfin users. I f y o u don 't wish
to write the ar ticle , just s ubmit the
f ac t s and illu str a t i o ns to the editor.

Al so n e ede d a r e additional phot o s or
Xerox prints of u nu s u a l c ov ers for c o n 
siderati on a s Pe r f i n Cover of the Month.
Those considered best by the e d i tor
wi l l b e used in the Bu l letin .

Perfin Cover of the Month
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