AGRI CULTURAL & GENERAL ENG NEERS LI M TED

BY MKE J. BURRONG

Fl oated on 4th June 1919, with a nom nal capital of £100, this
brai nchild of Thomas Aveling and Archibald W Mconchi e was one of
t hose ideas which no matter how good they seemin theory can be
extrenely difficult to put into practice.

The objects of the Conpany were fairly sinple. To bring al
the products of fourteen conpanies engaged in the agricul tural
engi neering industry under the auspices of a single marketing
force. Thereby obtaining raw materials at a viable price and
mar keti ng the end products at the best price possible.

Establishing a Head O fice at Central House, Kingsway, London,
WC 2., it was not |l ong before problens arose. Victor Garrett, as
head of the buying departnent, had the unenviable task of
persuadi ng the Board of Direc-tors to revert back to individual
buyi ng. This was agreed and took place fromJuly 1920. The sal es,
however, remai ned centralised under the control of Frank Garratt,
with branch offices opening up in South Africa, Australia, New
Zeal and, India & Chile.

A new Head O fice - Aldwch House - built on a site | eased
fromthe London County Council was opened in 1923. To adm ni ster
this a new conpany, Al dwch House Estates Limted, was added to
t he G oup.

The conpani es nmaking up this form dable force were:

1. AVELING & PORTER Rochester, Kent.
Establ i shed in 1850 by Thomas Aveling and Richard T. Porter.
Regi stered 16th July Converted into a private conpany
in 1920. At this tinme a London office was to be found at 729
Cannon Street, London EC4. The name was changed on 13th
February 1934 to Aveling- Barford Limted, and converted into
a private conpany on 29th June 1937. Eventually becane a
subsidiary through British Leyland Mdtor Corporation Limted
of British Leyland Limted.

2. JAMES & FREDERI CK HOMRD LI M TED. Britannia Wrks, Bedford
This Conpany established in 1813 and registered in Decenber
1916.

3. E. H BENTALL COVWPANY LI M TED, Heybridge Wrks , Ml don,
Essex.
Began in 1812 by WIlliam Bentall. Registered as an unlimted
conmpany in January 1875. Re-registered as a |limted conpany
i n Novenber 1909. Later becane part of the Acrow G oup.

4. BLACKSTONE & COVPANY LI M TED. Rutland Works, Ryhall Road,
Stanford, Lincolnshire.

Established in 1837 by T.W Ashby & Conpany it had vari ous
name changes, Ashby, Jeffrey & Luke; G E. Jeffrey; Jeffrey &
Bl ackstone. Incorporated as a private liability conpany in
1888. Had a London office at 81, Cannon Street, London, E. C 4
by at |east 1920. Believed |ater to be part of the Hawker
Si ddel ey G oup.
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5. BARFORD & PERKINS LIM TED. Queen Street Ironworks, Peterborough.
Established in 1840 and eventually registered in Decenber 1911.
Acquired by Aveling & Porter in 1932. Becane subsidiary of British
Leyl and.

6. CLARKE' S CRANK & FORGE COWPANY LI M TED. Coul tham Street,
Li ncol n.
Established in 1859. Rebuilt and restructured in 1909 by
Louis W Smith. Incorporated as a limted conpany in the sane year

7. L. R KNAPP & COMPANY LIM TED. Thames Val |l ey-1ron WrKks,
Cl anfield, Oxon.
Establ i shed in 1745.

8. E . R &F. TURNER LIMTED. St. Peter's & Geyfriars Wrks,
| pswi ch, Suffolk
Established in 1837 by Henry Bond, Walton Turner and George
Hur wood. Regi stered June 1897. London O fice : 82 Mark Lane,
London, E.C. 3.

9. BULL MOTORS LI M TED.
Began in Stowmrarket by Napier Prentice in 1898 as East Anglian
Engi neering Conpany Limted. Registered in 1902. Nane
changed to AAGE. Electric Mtors Limted, 17th August 1920.
Regi stered as Bull Mdtors Limted on 23rd Novenber 1922. In
voluntary liquidation, 25th August 1933. Transferred to E. R
& F. Turner Limted.. Acquired by A O Smth Corporation of
Anerica in Novenber 1969.

10. CHARLES BURRELL & SONS LIMTED. St. Nicholas Wrks, Thetford,
Nor f ol k.
Established in 1770. Registered as a limted liability
conpany in July 1884. In voluntary |iquidation 29th Decenber 1932.

11. BURRELL'S HI RI NG COVWPANY LI M TED. Thetford, NorfolKk.
Established in 1887. Registered ten years later. By 29th
Decenber 1932 was in voluntary |iquidation.

12. DAVEY, PAXMADT & COVPANY LI M TED. St andard | ronwor ks,
Col chester, Essex.
Establi shed in 1865 and i ncorporated in April 1898.

13. PETER BROTHERHOOD LI M TED. Pterborough
Established in 1867 by Kitto & Brotherhood in London.
Converted into a private limted liability conmpany by 1907.
In 1937 changed to a public conpany.

14. RI CHARD GARRET & SONS LIM TED. Leiston Wrks, Leiston,
Suf f ol k.
Began in 1778 and was registered in April 1897.

Wth all this mght and knowhow under one huge unbrella one
woul d have thought everything was set fair. However, the
Agricultural & General Engineers Limted just was not neant to
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Succeed as a congl onerate.

One of the first firns to fold was the Thetford conpany of
Charles Burrell, makers of the fanmpus steam engi nes so adm red
and revered by today,s enthusiasts and preservationists. By 1930
anyt hing that was of use had been noved to Garretts of Leiston. A
few road | oconotives were conpleted at Leiston but this only had
the effect of putting off the inevitable. In February 1932 the
A & GE was in the Receivers hands. Garretts closed on 15th
February and then partially opened on the 25th. By April the
Li qui dat or appeared on the scene.

Sal vation appeared in the formof Sir Sam Fay of G eat
Central Railway fame, and on 20th July 1932, Beyer, Peacock &
Conmpany Limted of Gorton took over, the Conpany changing its
name to Richard Garrett Engi neering Worrks Limted. The original
conpany was renoved fromthe register in 1936

Sonme of the nenbers used perfins:

451. 3 ASP 10, 14, 11 4ym (1) No. 1
190 EH B/ &Co 10, 12/13/12,8,6 4¥m (111a) No. 3
584 B&P/ P 14, 14, 10/ 10 5y4m (111) No. 5
197.2 R G 13, 10 541 No. 14

Anot her is known w th Bedford postmarks but has not yet been
positively identified:

282 J&FH 7,14,8, 11 4mm (111 a) No. 2

Aletter | sent to the Managing Director of Richard Garrett
arrived at a very opportune nonent and the reply is worth quoting
from

"“.... one of our retired financial Directors was in the
office ... He worked wth the Conpany fromthe tine
he was a boy and personally used the perforating machine. .
The procedure was that the stanps purchased fromthe
Post O fice were guarded jealously "until they had been
perforated, under supervision, and then they were issued
to the Mailing Departnment. The machine is no | onger
around but as far as can be renenbered stanped two stanps
at atime.... The press was in use in the early 1900's
and we believe was used up until 1936/7... No records
were kept standard procedure to perforate everything”

O the stanps that | have seen with the R G perfin all were
cancelled with the D16 duplex for Leiston. The issues being Q V.
1d I'ilac and the | ow val ues of K E. V11.

Acknowl edgenent: Thanks are due to M. MW Hilton, Mnaging
Director of Richard Garrett Engi neering
Li m t ed.
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