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is bu t 2rnm . , and one would a lmost mi s s
s e e i ng i t on a stamp .

I n s peak i n g of s i ze , the next stamp s hown,
an o ff icia l Pe rf in from the Aus t r a l ian s ta t e
o f Victoria , is my c a nd ida te fo r the sma lles t
s t a mp wi th a Perfin . The s t amp me a s ures
from pe r fo r at i o n to p e r foration 22rnm x 14rnm.
The Pe r f i n OS mea s u r e s 13mm x 9rnm . Perfo r 
a t i ng s uch a s mall s tamp had to be done v e r y
caref ully , yet o n n e a r l y every copy I have
s e e n , the Perf i n i s c omp l e t e .

Th e nex t item i s a pa i r of II-ce n t U. S .,
Sc o t t # 569 , the fi rs t o f t h i s type of vari 
ety t h a t I have seen. The pa t te rn , C9 3 ,
used by Clark , Ch i lds and Co . of New York,
has b e en per f ora t ed i nto one s t amp, but not
int o t h e adj oining s tamp o n the s h e e t. I t
would s e em that the p e r son perfora ting t h e
s h e e t mi s - f e d it in to the ma c h ine a nd t h e
l a s t r ow o f s tamps was n o t perfo r a ted .

Th e fina l var ie ty s h own i s a n o t h e r oddity .
Ev i d e n t l y t he pe r fo r a t ing ma c h i n e h e a d wa s
no t wide enough f o r t h e stamp (in th i s case ,
a s pecial de livery , U. S . , Sc o tt #E1 2 ) . So,
t o acc ommodate the s h e e t, the las t stamp was
fo lded ov e r . The result is a mi rro r i mage
of t h e Joh n s - Ma nv i l l e p a tter n , J 9 6 . 3 , on
the s ame stamp. Where t he s tamp was folded
t o a c hie ve t h is is s t i ll v i s i b l e in t h is
c opy .

Th ese few e x amp l e s o f t he v a r i e t i e s t h at
can be found in Pe r f i n s we re a c q u i r ed as
the r esul t o f being observ ant in go ing
t hro ugh accumu lations of Pe r fi n s . Nothing
s h own her e is r a re , o r of any g rea t r e
s e arch va lue , but t hey all a r e most i n ter 
esting and , wh e n display e d i n an exhibit o f
Pe r fi ns, add much t o the l ore o f Pe r f ins
p h ilately .

I n conclusion , I would like to i nvi te
y o u to g o b a ck and take a no t h e r l o o k at
you r c o l l e ctio ns and accumulations and see
h ow many of these odds ' n e nd s you h a ve .
Perhaps a l i s t i ng o f s u c h v a r i e t i e s can be
c omp i l e d. I invi te you t o share your find 
i ngs with me, and , if there a r e enough , a
s e q u e l to this ar tic l e wi ll b e wr itten .

My addr e s s i s i n the l ist o f Club o f f 
ice r s o n p a g e 8 . Happy hun ting .
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Have you ever f ound s omething j u s t a bi t
unusual whi le going t h r ou g h a mixtu r e o f
Perf ins? Have you e ver looked at the pa t 
t e r n s in your collection and discovered that
t here i s more t h a n j ust a n a rrangement of
le t t e r s, numera ls , designs - that there i s
another po s s i ble facet that cou ld be g a i n e d
f rom Perf ins ph ilately?

I am going t o show in this article t hat
the re are var ieties in Perf ins that a r e not
a p p a r e n t o n fir s t glanc e , but c o n tribute to
the whole sto r y o f Pe rfins collecti ng . I
cla ss t hese as added attrac tions , a nd they
d e monstra te wha t I be l i e v e to be the f ac t 
t hat o f t e n t h e r e i s mor e t o Perfin s philately
t han jus t patterns o f holes in s t amps . I
by no men a s c l a i m that t his is a c omp lete
treati s e on the s u b j ect, b u t hope that i t
will stimu l a t e you t o look e ven clo s er at
your co l l ec t ion for Pe r f i n s odds ' n ends .

Th e fi r s t two Per f ins shown a r e qu i t e a
s tory , ev i d ent b o th i n the i r p a t t e r n c ont ras t
a nd in t he f a c t t hat they are found on Germa n
stamps o f the Ge rman ia i s s ues (Sc o t t #8 3 ,
to be e xact ) . The i s sue period of t hese
stamps was 19 0 5-1919 , quite s ome t i me be 
f ore the s ymbol ism of t he t wo patterns wo u l d
have the meaning that we a l l know s o well
tod a y .

Re maini ng wi t h Ge rman Perfins . t he next
illustrat i o n shows t he f a ce of t h e s tamp ,
rat h e r tha n t he Perf in pa t tern (wh ich is
G.D ) , bec ause of t h e fa c e v a lue of t h e
stamp. Thi s is o ne of the inflation issues
o f 1 92 3 Germa n y , Sc ott #3 21 , wh ich is a
5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 mark s tamp reva l ued t o 1 0 BILL ION
mark s . Th ere ma y be Perf ins on higher face
v a lue stamp s, b u t I have no t s e e n o ne. If
you c on s ider wh a t the rate of inflation wa s
in Ge r ma ny a t that time , i t s e e ms h a rd l y
worth the t ime r e quired t o perfora te such a
s tamp , a s it would o n ly h a v e deprecia ted in
v a lue b e fore i t c o u l d have b een u s e d .

The next illustra t e d Perf in , a CL u sed
by t h e Credi t Lyonnai s o f Fra nce , I wo uld
asse rt i s pro b a bly the s mallest Per f in
patt ern . The s i ze o f the l etters (h e i g h t)
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