
CANADIAN USERS WHO REMAIN UNIDENTIFIED by Michael Dicketts

The Canadian group of unknown user s c o n 
sists o f :

Location and user 's business remain a
mystery.

C.24 Listed in the handboo k a s l ocate d (or
postma rked) at Winnipeg , i t c an be
gues sed t hat t he design s t a nd s for
Canadian Company . So far
only r e porte d on the Edward i s sue of
1903 , we have no clue as to the user ' s
business interests .

J .5 Known pos tmarked at Montreal , it ha s
been strong ly suggested for many years
to be t he design of J . H. Semple , a
wholesale grocer . Known o n t he l ¢ and
2¢ values of the 1 8 93 s mall Que e n s
issue.

M.19 Ten t a t ively assig ne d to Mar s h a l l Wells
Co . (Edmon t on?) , i t is known o n the l ¢
Edwa rd issu e o f 1903 . Very clo s e in
size t o M.2l (s ee below) , it i s possi 
ble t ha t both designs originate from
t he s ame user .
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A.3 Know n on the 1912 Georg ian i s sue , t h i s
user was at one t i me thought t o be New
York Life of Buffalo . It ha s been
s u gge s t e d tha t the de s ign sta nds f or
American ..... Ins urance , a possible
predecessor t a ke n ove r by New York
Life .

C . l Th i s de s ign is s a id t o be t hat o f
Cheyney Br os ., l oca t ion and nature of
business unknown. I t is reporte d o n
the 19 03 a nd 191 2 defin i tive i s sues .

J . 4 Location and type o f bu s i ne s s u nknown ,
t hi s is held to be of Amer i c a n o r ig i n
and is r e c o r d e d on stamps iss u e d b e 
t ween 19 30 and 1935 .

Al t hough t he collecting of Perf ins on
Canadian s tamp s has been fo rmalized since
195 5 , when t he fir st ed i t ion o f t he hand 
book , Canadia n Stamp s wi th Perforated Ini 
ti a l s , app e a red , few un identified user s have
been reso l v e d . The r emai n i ng g roup of ' u n
known s ' f a l l s into th ree ca tegori e s . Need 
les s t o say , all designs r a n g e f rom sca rc e
to unique , which fact onl y serve s to com
pound a difficult problem.

From such c l u e s as educated gue s ses , post
mark s , etc . , it has been pos sible to narrow
down t h e identity of many , and I 'll briefly
sketch the information wh i ch has accumu la
ted . The fi rst group i s comprised on Amer 
i c an c ompan i e s who did bus iness i n Canada
a nd f ound i t neces s a ry to punch Canadian
stamps with perforato r s located in t heir
U. S . o f fices :
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Said t o be t he de sign of the Palm o l i v e
Company o f Toronto, this sl i ghtly mor e
c o mmon des ign is to be f ound o n Geor ge
V stamps issued be t ween 192 2 and 19 28 .
It is worth noting t hat a period e xists
a fter the ' p I, which is illogical i f
t he user is as stated. Does any one
have other suggestions?
Another recent find , f r om a Vancouver
s o urce, this i s a l so a unique ite m, so
far only found on t he 2¢ v a l u e of 1 922 .
I n l i ght of its scarcity this d esig n
could easily be t hat o f an Amer ican
user .

P.1S

P .8

J . 4

find , and probably a
a Canadian s t amp, this
the l O¢ value of 1 91 2.
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Listed from San Francisco i n t h e h and 
book , the user r ema i n s u nknown . Stamp s
found with the d e sign are from the War
Tax issues of 1 916. Did Pric e Wate r 
house exist at t hat time ?
It is reaso na b l e t o suggest t hat the
f i r s t two l etters s tand fo r Uni t e d
States, a nd c ould the third r e present
Li nes? The des i g n is only reported on
Canadian custom duty revenues of the
1 912 issue.
A more recen t
unique i t e m on
is known o n
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The third g roup consists o f des igns not
assigned to any location and , hence, could
equal l y be of Amer ican or Canadian origin :

B.12 Po recent find , known on the Newfoundland
cus tom duty r e v e nue i s sue o f 19 24 , t h i s
is a pu z zle g iven t he dear t h of l i kely
users in t he island Provinc e (o r colony

(continued next page )
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A NOTE ON BRITISH AFFIXER PERFINS---byMike J. Burrows
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with s i d e wa ys watermarks wer e
produced owing to demand by t h e

o rgan i s ation , bu t t h a t's a nother
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d i ffic u lt to ob t ain . Al so the coils for the
POKO type a f f ixers we r e produced in such a
manner that all s tamp s s ho w upright wate r 
marks .

Stamps
spec ially
Multi p o s t
story.

CANADI AN US ERS (CONTINU ED )--------------
as it then wa s) . There i s the possibil 
ity that t he u s e r was a Brit ish e xpor 
t er . Can a Br i t is h colle ctor hel p ?

C . 36 Th e thi r d de s i gn o n Canadi a n sta mps
bear ing t he s e in i ti a l s , nothi ng is k no wn
a b out it since i ts d iscovery many years
ago . Th e hand b o o k repor t s t his o n t h e
1 9 0 3 Edwa r d issu e.

M. 2 l S i milar tOM . 19 (see abo v e r e ma r ks ) thi s
extremely s c a r ce i tem i s r e ported on the
19 03 Edward issue .

Intereste d c olle ctors are i nvited to a c 
c e pt t he c hal len g e this l is t of f e r s . Town 
dated cance l s wou l d he lp to n a rrow d own t he
possibilities. A s earch t h r o ugh o l d ci ty
directories of t h e period (a v a i l a b l e at most
l a r g e public librarie s ) migh t produc e a
matching name . Even speculation about a
user might be the c lue we are seeking . Of
course , a c onfirmi n g c o ver wo uld be ideal,
and p e r h a p s it 's not asking t o o much t hat
covers be r e -checked f or c l u e s . Any a nd
a l l correspondence would b e welcomed by
Michael Di c ke t t s , 61 Al wington Av e n ue,
Kingston , On tario K7L 4R4 CANADA.

N.2 Another l o ng -t i me puzzler, thi s d i s 
tinc t ive de s ign remains elus ive . Fou n d
on the fir st Georgian i s sue of 1912 .

N.6 S l ightly l ess d ifficult to acquire , but
again no c l u e s a s to user o r l oca t i o n
are known . Fou n d on t he 1 9 03 Edward
i s sue .

P .16 Another recent find , reported on the 1 ¢
1927 Confederation issue , its s carcity
sugges ts an American user .
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Illus t r a ted are perf 15x14 c o il t esting
l abels in dull p u rp le o n the back of a piec e
of a n envelope. The des i gn depicts the
head o f T . R. Ha r r i son . In a tablet at the
bottom i s the ins cription HARRISON & SONS/
Pr i n t e r s , LONDON. w.e . These l a b e ls appear
f rom t he vertically trimmed per f o r a t i on ,
b e st seen on the mi dd le label , t o c ome f rom
a v e r t i c a l l y r e e l e d r o ll .

Ot he r , non- Perfin ned , e x amp l e s i n scar 
l e t, bis t re and bistre-brown are known , as
is a piece s h owi ng a s c arl e t label with a
Brighton mach i ne cancellation f o r March 27 ,
1913 .

The Perfin DH/E is included in the ca t a 
log ue a s 228 .2 . Se v e r a l o t h e r Perfins with
the same letterings , but i n d ifferent styles,
a r e also to be found in the catalo gue . On e
of these , 2 26 .2 , is identified as being used
by D. H. Ev ans , a London linen drape r .

In the post o ff ice r ecords can be found
letters and leaflet s from The British Elec
tric Au toma t ic Machines Lt d., da ting from
about 1 91 0 . Th is was the name o f the con
cern t hat was t o s u p p l y the initial BEAM/
POKO stamp affixers i n Great Britain. On
one of t h e l ea f le t s the re appear s a l i s t of
customers usi ng t h e affixer . Among s t t h e se
is D. H. Evans . So it might be that t h e
str i p illus t r ate d is f r om the D. H. Evans
a ff i xer .

For t hose members who do no t have r e a d y
acces s t o the book "Poko " by Bu rton H.
Ba uder , a brie f d e s cription o f the opera tion
of a stamp affixer is given :

These machines stored the stamps i n coil
f orm and upon o p e r ation drew the selected
stamp forward, wh e r e u pon it wa s Pe r f i nne d
( i f fitted with thi s optiona l fa c ility) , c ut
o f f , mo i s tened and a f f ixe d t o the piece o f
mail, all i n o ne c o n t i n uous movement .

A point wor t h r eme mbering is t h a t owi ng t o
t he very nature of the method of use , i n
most c a ses the coil stamp was affixed on the
card or envelo pe i n t he area that norm a l l y
r ece i ved the lined, or later , slo g a n por t i o n
o f t h e ma c h i ne pos tmark . So it fo l lows that
cle a r l y date d co i l issues , o f f C C Jer, show
i ng po s t o f f i ce of orig i n , as far a s t he
ma i l ing point is c o ncerned, are s omewhat
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