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AUCTION BRINGS HIGH PRICES
The continuing increase in prices for

good Perfins is reflected i n the results of
Perf i ns Club Auction No. 24, reported in this
issue . The 490 lots of rated U. S . Perf i ns
- mos t ly from the Bart l eson c o l lec t i on 
br ought high prices, probably t he highes t
i n his tory, although the e di t or did not have
time to check prior statistics in wr it ing
t his repor t .

The one D-rated lot brought 30 cents .
The 33 C- rated l ots brought fr om 55 cents
t o $6 .50 each , wi t h an average of $2.63 .

The 377 B-rated l ots brought f rom 10
cents (some member got a real barga i n ) to
$~. 00 , with an aver age realization of $3 .42.

The 79 A- rated l ots, probab ly the largest
as semb lage of s uch rare Perfins e ver o f f e r e d
at auct ion, brought from $3 .55 t o $11 .55,
with an average of $7 .3 1 .

The total realizat ion f rom Auction No .
24 was over $2,000 .000, and t he Bartleson
c o l l ection has now ne t ted t he Club t r e as ury
s ever a l thousand dollars. The co lle c t i on
was left t o the Cl ub by the lat e Al Bart l eson ,
who di ed in August 1977.

Bar t l eson was a long -t ime and dedi c a t e d
membe r o f the Perfins Cl ub . He was al s o
a "b i r d watche r" and a membe r o f t he Au dubon
Soci ety. He was f ond of t aking l ong s t ro l ls
along Ve ro Beach early i n the mor ni ng in
search of items brought up by the waves
dur ing t he night . He had a r oomful of
mar ine oddit ies, i nc l uding s he l l s and fishing
net floats from for e i gn c ountries.

U. S. Cata log Chairman J oe Balough re 
ports t hat t he new illustra ted catalog
of U. S. Pe r f i ns i s c ornin g along v e ry
wel l. As of May 20, he h? d 350 pag es
a t the print er ' 5 • wi t h another 100 pages
to be submit te d by t he Eol.L owfng Friday .

Balough s ta t es that the first s e c t ion
is 500 page s l ong, bu t that the remain 
ing sections wil l be much smaller . He
currently is awa i t i ng photo s in orde r
to submit t he remaining sections to t he
pr i n t e r . He anticipa t es t hat t he cata 
l o g will be ready for ma i l i ng some t ime
i n June .

Or de r s f or t he new catalo g may be p laced
wi th Jack Go od i ng, t he Cl ub treasurer .
The price i s $25.00 , po stpaid , t o U. S .
and Canadian members . All checks s houl d
be made out t o t he Perfins Club .

FOREIGN CATALOG REPORT
by Floy d A. Wa lker

Although t he vas t major i ty of t he members
of the Per fins Cl ub col lec t United States
Pe r fins in some fas h ion , interes t in the
Perfi ns of othe r c ountries remains high .

Unfortunate ly , ou r knowledge of t h e Pe r 
fins o f most of the 217 other c oun t ries
known to have us ed t hem remain s slim . The r e
are cata logs of some countr i es ava ilable ,
t here are worksheets o f o t he r s , but stil l
o the rs remain vo i ds in our knowledge.

Here i s a rundown on the curr ent state of
f o r eign Perf ins l it e r a t ure as r e f l e c ted i n
the Perf i ns Club Library and as r e searched
by Secretary / Librarian Floyd Walker .

GREAT BRITAIN i s r eas onabl y well cataloged
and the monumental (13, 000 patter ns) wor k
by McKee and Til les is the standard . Al 
t hough ther e are fl aws in the catalog ( t he
printin g i s bad), the s e r iou s col lector o f
Br i t ish Perfins c an hardly be wi thout it.
It i s available from Dr . Har vey Ti lles, Box
5466, High Point, NC 27262. Write fo r the
price.

BRITISH COLONI ES AND FORMER COLONIES
haven 't been the s ub j ec t o f really seriou s
s c r ut i ny and the c overage o f them i sn It , with
few e x c ept ions, beyond t he workshee t s tage.

BARBADOS , BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE, BRI 
TISH GUIANA, and BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY
are all in worksheet form, as are BURMA, CAPE
OF GOOD HOPE , CEYLON, GIBRALTAR , and GOLD
COAST . HONG KONG has been cataloge d by Dr .
Ti l l es and c op ie s of that s l im work are av 
ailable f rom h i m a t the a ddress g iven above .

Tille s a lso has cover ed EGYPT , PALFSTINR
SUDAN, LE BANON, PERS IA , and TURKEYin his vo l 
ume on Middle East Per f i ns .

I NDIAis in wor ks he e t fo rm bu t still needs
s e r ious attent ion. HYDERABAD i s also in wor k 
shee t form , along wi th J AMAICA , LEEWARD I SL
ANDS , MALTA, MAURITIUS, NATAL , and NIGERIA.

I RELAND has had s ome serious attention from
time to time but work is s t i l l needed bef ore
an illustrated catal og i s ready . Richard L.
Mewhi nn ey i s inv olved but needs assistance .

MALAYA and the STRAITS SETTLEMENTS have
had work s he e t coverag e and wi th some final
work shou l d be ready t o go into "standard
catalog" status .

PAKISTAN, PAPUA, RHODESIA , RHODESIA &
NYASALAND, SIERRA LEONE , SOUTHERN RHODESIA,
SUDAN , TRANSVAAL , THE UN ION OF SOUTH AFRICA,
and ZANZIBAR are all in wor ks hee t form and
need attention .

AUSTRALIA ha s had attention and we are
told that we can expect a new Au s t r a l i a &
STATES catalog one da y s oon . As we under
s t an d it. t he manuscript for the c a t a l o g is

(cont i nued on page 2)
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FOREIGN CATALOG REPO RT (CONTI NUED FROM PAG E 1)
in Aus t ra l ia where efforts are be ing made to
secure a grant to help i n i t s publication.
We'll keep y ou posted and if c opies become
ava ilab l e , we 'll let you know.

NEW ZEALAND has been the subject of two
catalogs, one published in 1968 , the other
in 1970, but both are ou t of print and need
some research before they ar e r evi s ed . We
hope some en t erprising sou l wi ll come up
with a s t an da r d catalog on t his popular coun 
t ry soon.

CANADA i s perhaps second only to t he Un i 
ted St a t e s in popularity, hut r i ght n Q1;11 there
i s no standard catalog in print . A lot of
rumbling has been he ar d f rom nor t h of the
bo rde r about a revision t o Woolley' s supe rb
BNA handboo k , but we 'v e s e en nothing f i rm.
If c opyright problems can be overcome, t he
Perfins Club wi ll entertain a move to pub 
l ish a sound up da te on Canada. All t he Exec
utive Commi t t ee ne eds i s something firm on
which t o base p lans .

THE GERMAN AREA i s the subj ec t of i ntens e
resear ch right no w, thanks t o t he e f f orts of
John Ne e dham an d Ed Stuntzner , the ramrod s
o f the German Catalog t e am. Ev ery s e r ious
Pe rfin s philate list could take les s ons from
t hese two, who have qu i t e ly been work i ng
with collectors allover the wor l d on what
s e ems destined t o be come lithe" c ata log o f
German Perfins . Needham and Stunt zner have
kep t worksheet s cur r en t and avai lable through
the Library t o any collector who will take
t he time t o check them out and l ook them
over. If you ha ve even a few Ge rman Per 
fin s, it would he lp if you ' d t ake a little
time t o check them aga i ns t t he work she e ts
and re por t any information yo u have t o one
of t he two catalo g chairmen .

Her e ' s wha t; s currently avai l able in the
way o f works heets in t he German area: GER
~ANY proper, whi ch now i s in t hree vo l ume s
and ready to go into a f ourth ; BAVARI A;
DANZ IG; EASTERN SILESIA; GE RMAN SOUTHWEST
AFRI CA; GERMAN LOCALS; BRITISH AND AMERI CAN
ZONES ; KIAUTSCHOU; MEMEL ; SAAR; UPPER SIL
ESIA; and WURTTEMBERG. The file of GERMANY
proper a lso includes OCCUPAT I ON ISSUES and
GERMAN OFFICES.

We should emphasize that Needham and
Stuntzn er are not alone in this proj ect .
Bavaria, for examp le, is the work of U. S .
Catalog ed itor J oe Balough, but a note to
either Needham or Stuntzner will put you in
t ouch with the r i ght peop le .

Around the res t of the world, t he r e are
some bright sp ots and some big vo i ds.

ALGERIA and ANGOLA are l i ke ARGENTINA . . .
in workshop f orm on ly , although the wo r k of
Wa l t e r Bose of Argentina has been published
and needs only a good t ranslator and research
er t o come up with a good basic reference
work.

BELGIUM g ot serious attention in the late
50' s from the Van Lints, but little els e has
been done since .

BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA has been cover ed i n
the Bulletin and ha rdly dese r ves a s ep arat e
c ata l o g . Perhaps Vojtech Maxa wil l i nclude
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this i n a wo r k he does on the smal l e r (in
terms o f Pe rf i ns) countries of Europe.

Naxa ' s two bas ic reference works, of c o u 'r se,

are on the Perf i ns of CZECHOSLOVAKIA and those
of HUNGARY. Both works are available f rom the
Perfins Club (at Box 82, Grandview, MO 64030).
The CZECHOSLOVAKIA is on an 8~ -by -ll format
and i s $3 . 50. The HUNGARY i s on a 6-by -9
format and s e lls fo r $3.00. The Czech ca t alog
was pub lished or iginally by the Per fi ns Club;
Hungary is the produc t of the Hungari an co l 
lec t ors in Eng l and un der the guidanc e o f
Dave Ma lyon .

Maxa , inciden t ally, i s an o t her mo del Pe r 
fins re searchers c ou l d do we ll t o i mi t at e .
His scho l arsh ip i s sound an d his pub l icat ions,
once he re leas e s t hem , can be safe ly accep
t e d as t he bes t work t hat c an be done by any
one on the subject.

BRAZ I L isn 't even in worksheet form. The
"standar d" remains a 3-page checklis t pr e 
pa red by Dave Stump longer ago than e v en Dav e
will admit. Although Rudy Roy has done some
yeoman work on LATIN AMERICA, he still needs
assis tanc e to get to the po i nt of pro duc ing
a def init ive catalog of t his vast area . AR
GENTINA, as we have mentioned earlier, is
pret t y much un der contro l . CUBA i s in work 
shee t f orm, as i s CH I LE , COLOMBIA, MEXICO,
and COSTA RI CA. The CANAL ZONE, perhaps be 
c au s e the tendency i s t o c ollect i s sues ra 
ther than t ypes, remains outs i de the pa le o f
f ormal cataloging, although a numbe r o f ar 
ticles have bee n written on t he subj e ct .

Vas t c hunks of the area , ho wev er , remain
uncharted . VENEZUELA, URUGUAY, PERU, and
BOLIVIA, t o name jus t a few , need serious
wor k an d Rudy Roy can s ur e ly use any infor 
mation you can pr ovide h im.

BULGARIA, like t he previous ly men t ioned
BOSN IA & HERZEGOVINA i s smal l in terms of
t he number of Perf i ns and nee ds a spot i n
t ha t Europe an c ata l og Maxa mus t s ur ely be
working on. Max a oro duce d the defi n i t ive
work on Bulgaria i n' t he October 1974 Bu l le 
tin, incidentally .

CH INA has been cataloged by Dr . Ti ll es
(write him f or the price of t he volume) but
we suspect much r emai ns t o be kn own f r om t he
i nscrutable Orient. Are there, f or example ,
any Perf ins on the stamps of the Peop les'
Republic?

CRETE is in worksheets, as are CROATIA
SLAVONIA , CURACAO, ERITREA , EAST AFRICA ,
flUME, FUNCHAL, GREECE, LA.TVIA, and LEBANON,
t o do a bit of Rl obe - hoppi ng.

THE PERFINS BULLETIN I S PUBLISHED MONTH LY (EX
CEPT JULY- AUGUST AND NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, WH ICH
ARE COMB INED) BY THE PERFINS CLUB , 1055 TUXEOO
DRIVE, ROSWELL, GA 3007 5 . SECOND CLASS POSTAGE
PAID AT MRt.l.PHIS, TN. MEMBERSHIP IN THE PERFI NS
CLUB IS $4. 00 PER CALENDAR YEAR , $3 .00 OF WHI CH
IS FOR SUBSCRI PTION TO THE PERFINS BULLETIN.
THE PERFI NS BULLETIN IS PRINTED BY MIDLAND COM
PANY, 3657 OAKLEY AVE ., MEMPHIS, TN 38 11 1 .
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FOREIGN CATALOG REP ORT (cont' dfrom page 2) PERFIN COVER OF THE MONTH-----

10.000

The National Cas h Reg i st er Company alrea dy
ha d i ts branches a ll ove r Eur op e e arly in
the 20t h Cen t u r y . In Aust r ia its offices
we re in Vi enna an d u sed Perfi n N. / C.R. The
Perfin Cover of t he Mon th, s en t in by
Vojtech Maxa f rom Prague, Czechos lovakia,
(#9 33) shows an enve l ope which the N. C. R.
used f or co r r esponden ce with the Czech
spe ak ing pa r t of t he Au s t r o -Hunga r i an Em 
pire. It does not bea r t he fi rm ' s n ame
(not even on the obvers e s i de) , but the p ic 
ture of a wel l-s a ti s fied owne r of the ir
cas h r e g i s t e r shows who t he us er of t he
N. C. R. Pe rfin was . The pictu re is in f ull
co l or and t he Cze ch s logan r e a ds in tran s 
l a t i on : " 10,000 s a t i s f i e d owne r s of c a s h
regi sters! " The Per f in on the l Oh Austrian
s t amp un fortunat e ly i s s p l i t , but its co r 
rec t des ign can be s een in the illustra ti on
below.

ROMANIA i s i n works he e t f o rm and we un 
de rstand this wi ll be t he next s e r i ous wor k
by Haxa . He has done an earlier (1970) work
whi ch was publ i shed i n the Bu l l e tin .

AUSTRI A, we a r e t old , has been t he sub 
ject of s e r i ous work by Dr. Moor e and by
Ma xa , bu t we have no kn owledge of t he status
o f this c a talog an d we have n o t s e en work 
s heets .

RUSS IA has been the subj ect of wor k by
Maxa , but the re ar e n o worksheets and this
whole vast country r ema i n s a Pe r f i n s mystery
t o most of u s .

SIAH, SLOVEN IA, TURKES TAN, and TUNISIA
a re in workshee t f orm and need some con
centrated attention.

( con t i nued on page 7)

, pokojenych majiteJu pokladea I

The SCANDI NAVIAN co un t r i es are ge t 
t ing so me s e r i ous at t en t i on f inally .
DENHARK is ab out to be Hell doc ument ed < .

in a v o l ume sl a ted f or pub l i ca t i on i n -.
Copenhagen some t ime in 1980 or 1981. ~

One o f the f orces behi nd t h is wor k i s
our n ew membe r Peter Englebrecht. A
number of u s , inclu ding your s e c r etar y,
are he l p i ng all we can, but st il l more
input f r om us is needed. If you can
he lp , cont act Eng l ebrech t .

FI NLAND i s n ow i n wor ksh e e t f o r m an d
a l t hough t here are on l y a f ew Finni sh
oat t e r n s , the r e r emains much work t o be
done.

S~EDEN shou ld be the subj e c t of a
catalog soon i f ou r memb e r Le i f Be rgman
i s on h is way.

NORWAY i s i n workshee t f orm an d Er 
ling Dehl i i n Oslo i s repor tedly work 
in~ on a s tan da rd c atalog.

The FAROE ISLANDS have had s ome a t 
ten tion fr om membe r s , but on ly one or
t wo pa t t e rns a r e kn own f rom that t iny
spot .

FRANCE , we are sad to s ay , is one of the
grea t voids i n Pe r f i n s research . We have
hea rd t hat a c a talog of Fran ce has been pub 
l ished, bu t we' ve never seen it and t he re f ore
ca~not co mmen t. The l angu age prob l em inter
f eres here . Some goo d work was done by Col 
on e l Le B'land and pub Lt s hed by Lemon de i n Pa r is,
bu t wi t ho ut a work ing knowledge of French,
i t i s diffi cult t o fo l low t he r athe r dis 
j ointe d listings .

He do have in t he Library a Xer ox copy
o f the French Perfins in the Bartles on col 
lection , and if s omebo dy i s interested in
mak i ng a ma j or cont r i bution t o Perfins phi l 
atley , we s uggest tha t FRANCE i s wher e the
action could well be .

I TALY is another area that needs addi 
tional labor, although Paul Gault has gi ven
u s a go od start wit h hi s worksheet s . Pe r 
haps Pau l i s closer than we know t o a final
revision , but he c ould st i l l u s e he lp f r om
t hose of yo u with I t a lian Per f i ns t o r eport .

On the ot he r s ide of the world, JAPAN has
been wel l cataloge d by Dr . Ada ch i, bu t t he
language problem r emains wi t h us. Even
t hough the Adachi catalog (out of prin t , we
a re to ld, but a copy is in the Library) is
beautifu lly illust r ated , al l t he t ext is i n
J apan e s e. Pe r haps some enterpri sing membe r
wi l l undertake a trans lation an d the pub l i c a 
t ion of an Englis h ver s ion, whi ch would be
an i nstant t op s e l ler ov e r h er e,we s usp ect .

JAPANESE OFFICES IN CHINA, i nc i den t a l l y ,
ha s be en the subject of a worksheet , s o work
is continuing on t ha t part of the world.

LI THUANIA, LOURENCO HARQUES , LUXEIlBOURG,
HADAGAS CAR, HANCHURIA, HONACO, MO ROCCO,
PHILIPPINES , and POLISH OFFICES I N DANZ I G
are on worksheets . POLAND , however, r emain s
curiously untouched except f o r a single ar 
ticle - -in Po lish - - which r ema i ns even mor e
l ost to our limite d language ability t han
the French wor ks .
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DUES DUE JULY 1 _
Don't forget.

Dues are due July 1.

Annual dues are $4.00.

You can pay as many years in advance as
you wish .

Life membership is $60.00 .

WANT ADS------
WANTED. Hungarian Perfins on or off cover,
have some fo r swap. Send with pric e. David
D. Malyon , 8 West Cl iff Drive, Herne Bay,
Kent , CT6 8DA, England.

FOR EXCHANGE OR SALE, Perfin cards from the
Netherlands and Germany . Wanted, Perfins
f rom the Netherlands. Willem Smetsers, Van
Stockhemstr. 41 , 5922 TM Venlo, the Nether 
l an ds .

PERFINS WANTED . Japan, Taiwan, Kor ea, Man 
chukuo and r e l a ted . Send with pr ices to
Frank Allard, Box 4526, Carme l, CA 93921.

WILL EXCHANGE Schermack Type II I , Scott ;134 4
12 hole open square, no missing ho les, for
any other Schermack pattern, ~ood condition.
J ames P. Ehrbar, 1250 Eastwood Dr. , Anaheim,
CA 9280 5.

Mint U. S. postage (with full gum) is ac 
ceptable as payment.

Overseas members may get their Bulletin by
air for $10.00 per year additional. Auction
issues only are $2.00 per year additional.

First class mail on the Bulletin in the U.S.
and Canada is $2.00 per year additional .

Send all payments to the Secretary, Floyd
A. Walker, Box 82, Grandview, MO 64030 .

PERFIN and Precancel packets
fre e list. Gerstenberger,
Phoenix, AZ 85063.

and approvals,
Box 14527,

FOREIGN CATALOG REPORT ( CONT' D FROMPAGE 4)

1 SPAIN r ema i r;s another vast void, although
we re told va'r a ous people are working on it .

SWITZERLAND has been thoroughly covered
i~ a catalog published in 1972 by · the Per 
f~ns Club. Whether any copies remain avai l 
ab l e we do n o t know. a lthough a no t e t o Dave
Stump s hould give you t he answer . We do un 
derstand that a revision is being contem
plated .

NETHERLANDS has been well covered in the
wor-k published by E. J . Enschede of Utrecht .
The price of the catalog and ordering in 
formation i s availab l e f rom Ens che de . And
the intriguing POKO Perf i ns of NETHERLANDS
~re c~vered in a separa t e volume pub lished
~n th~s count r y . The POKO volume i s avail 
able fo r $3 .50 postpaid f rom Julius Manbach
6323 North Francisco, Chicago, IL 60659. '

THE ALERT READER wi l l not e a serious
omiss ion f rom t his artic l e so far: the
name o f Robe r t J. Schwerdt . I 've men t ione d
t he. wor k of a numb e r of peop l e , but I' ve
avo~ded ta lking about Bob .... int en t i onally .
I wante d t o save my words for one spot,
and save space bv avo iding end l ess re pe 
tition of his name .

BOB SCH}ffiRDT i s the coordinator of for 
e i gn r e s ear ch for t he Cl ub and with few
excep tions , he i s t he man res pon sible for
the workshe ets we 've been ab l e to l i s t
here. Bob hasn 't worked a l one of cours e
but he has been t he glue t ha t has held th~
wor~sheet project togethe r , has go t ten t he
cop ~es ma de , has coor di nated the bi ts and
pieces that he lp get the wor kshee t s in pl ace,
and ha s done an e x ce l l en t job of promoting
research int o f oreign Perfins .
. Clear ly , ho wever , it i sn ' t a one - man
~ob. Bob needs a l l t he he lp he can ge t and
~f you have any inf o rmation about f oreign
Pe r f i ns , pa s s it a long t o Bob, or to on e o f
the o t he r membe rs lis t e d here, so it can be

HAWAIIAN MEMBER would like to hear f ro," mem
bers who have T.H . Perfins on or off cover
to sell or exchange. Seekine material to
add to my exhibit for HAPEX. Correspondence
welcomed. Ronal d Howland , 408 Cal if . Ave.,
Wahlawa, HI 96786.

incorporated i nto the worksheet or c a t a l og
ing programs.

Vast parts of the world of Perf ins phil 
ately remain to be explored. But the-work
won't be easy. There aren 't any easi ly
available maps. One of the charms of Per 
f i ns ph i lat e l y for many of us i s tha t i t
i s n' t cut an d dr i e d .. . that i t is poss ib le
st ill to make discover ies and add to the
world 's know ledge about our subject .

All of t he material we've mentioned here
is available through the Library . Check
your Li br ar y Lis t for c ode numbers (and for
other i n format i on) and get inv olved. And i f
yo u need he lp , dr op a note to Schwer dt, or t o
Wa lker, or t o others mentioned i n t his art i 
cle. We'l l t ry to steer you onto t he right
path, or at least aim you in some promi sing
di rection .

Now t hat the Uni t e d States Perf i ns Cat a 
log is be coming a r eali t y , l et's turn our
at t ention outwar d and do wha t we can t o cat
a log the Perfins of the World.

One f i na l note , I f you know of catalog
i ng work that is being done and ha sn't be en
mentioned here, let u s know. And if y ou have
Pe rfi ns l iterat ure that i s n' t in the Li bra 
r y , l et us hear ab out i t.

Perfins work i s tough . I t can be ma de
easier if we a l l share wha t in f o rmat i on we
have. The Li bra r y , e special ly t he f oreign
workshee t progr am, i s a distribution po i n t
f or what we know about for e ign Per f ins . He lp
us make it par t o f your Cl ub that keeps on
helping you . --Fl oyd A. Wa l ker

Se cr e t ary/Li brar i an
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