
Great Britain Precancelled Perfins-----

Some of t he publ ishers had the added ad­
v an t a g e tha t inste a d of s endi ng t he wr appers
to the l oc a l post of f i ce , t he post office
s e n t an employee a lon g t o t he pub l ishers '
premi ses t o s t amp t he wr app e rs .

From reco r ds kep t of t he Per fins noted as
having the London precance l lat i on, I f ind
tha t some c an be i dentified a s being o f
news p ape r pub l ishing o r i g i n . Of c ourse it
does fol l ow that the same Per f i ns can b e
found with o t h e r c ancel l ations when used for
o rdi nary ma iling purp o ses .

Al so , i n the prov inces , n o sp e c i a l po st ­
ma rk was used for t hi s special s ervi ce that
can be de f i n i t ely alloted t o t his du t y .* As
ye t no example has bee n noted by me on pos ­
t al s tat i one r y which was i s s u e d f rom Oc t ober
1s t , 1870 , and whi ch ha s been Perfi nned .

This is what the news agents
were t ryi ng to avoid .

*t h i s only applies i n the conte x t of precance l l ed
Pe rfins .

In Gr e at Britain no precancels in
the styl e known fo r Be lgi um, Fr ance
or the Uni t ed Stat es, ex i s t . Ins t ead,
the precance l takes the form of a
spec i a l postmark.

Previously I have deal t with the
spec i a l p ostmark s issued t o specific
c ompan i e s , such as H. S . Kin g, WID.
Daws on or W. H. Smith ( see Bul let i n
Vol . 28 , No . 8, Sep t . 1975 , page 3) .

Bu t what o f t hose compan i e s t hat
we r e not i s s ue d with the i r own dis ­
tinc tive marki ng? We l l , i n 1870 t he
membe r s of t he Provincia l News paper
Soc i ety app r ov e d a p l an t o s en d
s t amp e d wr app ers t o t he i r local pos t
of fi ce dur i ng t he day t o be can ce lled
and r eturne d f or us e later i n the
sam e day . This , of c ourse , mean t
that the post of f i ce cou l d pos t mark
t he wrapper s dur i n g a qu i e t per iod
an d thereby r elie v e some o f t he c on ­
gest ion during t he h e c t i c po s t i n g
p e r iods . The pub l ishe rs o b t a i n ed t he a dvan ­
tage of be ing ab le t o po s t later t han t he
ge ne ral public.

To gi ve some i dea of how i mpor t ant these
a r r angeme n t s we r e - on e o f the s ight s o f
London wa s t he me l e e and c on f u s i on at t he
Newsp ap e r wi n dow o f t he Ge n e ra l Post Of f i c e .
Indeed , t o go and witne s s thi s s pec t acu l a r
event was c ons i dered a mu s t in the i tiner ­
ary o f the well - t o -do Victor i an tou r is t ,
as the c ontemp orary engraving above shows .

Ove r t he year s some chang e s we r e ma de t o
the London can c el s . e s p e cial l y i n the number
of r adial bars , which can vary from 6 to 10
bar s. Illu s t r a t e d below are a f ew of the
types you may c ome acr oss . The dates which
ap pear ed und e r LONDON have been omi t t e d in
t h e illus t rations .

Precancelled Pe r f i n s Checklist:

307 . 1 BGL 14 ,10 , 7
721.1 BTJ 14,7,7

B&W 14,14,14 ( II I )
471.3 DT H ,7
536 D. X. H,9

172 .1 E. G. 10 ,10
421.2 GRAPHIC 9 ,10,8, 8,1 0, 4 , 7

21. HAG/ &CQ 12, 10, 10/12,8,6
158. ILN 5,7,13

K 10
438.3 L&P 7 ,14,10 (III )

MP
S&S

(con t i nued on

H ,8
1l ,1 2 ,H

page 6)
(IlIa)

4~ Lennon Ltd, London , S.E.l
4mm
4~

7~
5~ Daily Express, St. Br i de Street,

London E. C.
4~ Estates Gazette Ltd. , London
4mm
~ (III )
4~ Illust rated London News
5mm
5mm London & Pari s Exchange Ltd .

London E.C.3
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5)24 (ESULT S OF AUCTION I CONTINU ED FROM PAGE

Let Pr ice Lot Price Lo t Pr ice Lot Price Lot Price Lot Pr ice

401 $2 . 75 430 S5.80 459 $7 .20 488 S7 .40 517 $1. 65 546 $0 .65
402 3 .2 5 431 1. 90 46 0 1. 90 489 9. 50 518 .60 547 4.50
403 1. 85 432 4 .3 5 461 3.75 490 5. 00 519 3.25 548 2.25
404 3. 75 433 .30 462 3.75 491 8.50 520 2 .50 549 4 .2 5
405 3.75 434 5 .7 5 463 1. 85 492 8. 50 521 1. 50 550 2.00
406 4 .00 435 4 .50 464 3 . 25 493 5. 00 522 . 65 551 1. 35
407 w.d . 436 4 .7 5 46 5 4 .00 494 4 . 55 523 3.25 552 1. 00
40 8 4 . 25 437 7.20 466 7 . 20 495 3 .2 5 524 .90 553 1. 00
409 4. 00 438 2.75 467 6 . 75 49 6 4 . 75 525 .6 0 554 1. 30
410 2.25 439 4.50 468 7 .20 497 4 . 00 526 . 95 555 .9 0
411 3. 00 44 0 2.00 469 3.75 498 4 . 55 527 1. 85 556 11. 00
412 1. 80 44 1 8.00 470 5.50 499 4 . 35 528 1. 00 55 7 . 55
413 4 .75 442 5 .75 471 4 .00 500 9 .00 529 5 . 75 558 3.00
414 1. 70 44 3 1. 80 472 3 .7 5 501 5.7 5 530 1. 10 559 1.10
415 2 . 40 444 2 .45 473 4 .05 502 . 55 531 2 .25 560 . 20
416 4.35 44 5 1. 60 474 5 .50 503 6 .00 532 1. 10 561 2 .7 5
417 4 . 00 446 4 . 75 47 5 4 . 15 504 3. 50 533 3.00 562 .80
418 5 . 75 447 1. 85 476 3 .00 505 4. 25 534 3.5 0 563 3 . 35
419 1. 60 448 1. 55 477 11 .55 506 3. 25 535 . 85 564 1. 45
420 2 .40 44 9 2. 00 478 3 . 50 507 5.50 536 1. 50 565 17. 05
421 6 .7 5 450 4.35 479 6 .80 508 3 . 25 537 1. 75 566 1. 20
422 3. 85 451 2 .65 480 4. 75 509 4 .3 5 538 1. 50 567 11. 50
423 4 . 05 45 2 7.20 481 3 . 00 510 . 60 539 . 65 568 5 .35
424 4. 05 453 1. 50 482 4 .50 511 2 .2 5 540 1.10 569 5 .75
425 1. 85 454 4.00 483 3 . 50 512 1. 10 541 . 85 570 2 .00
426 2.75 455 1. 60 484 2. 25 513 5 .5 0 542 1. 35 571 . 80
427 2.40 456 3.7 5 485 2 .50 514 9.5 0 543 1. 75 572 3.00
428 2.40 457 4 .00 486 4.35 515 1.40 544 5 . 35 573 . 80
429 2.25 458 2 .75 487 4 . 55 516 4 .25 545 5 . 60 574 .9 5

(continued f rom page 3)
575 .55

Precance l l ed Perf ins Checklis t 576 . 95

10,6 ,14 /10 ,7 5mm St.Brides Pres s Ltd . , London W. C.l 577 -82 n . b .
718 STB /PL 583 1. 90

1.8 T 7 9~ 584 -85 n.b.
194.2 TGL 7,10 ',7 4~ 586 1. 00
197 WD/ &C'? 15,11 /13, 8,6 (III ) 5~ WIn . Dunn & Co., Lond on E. C. 2 587 .90
204.3 WD/ &S 16 ,11 /14 ,10 ( III) 5mm WIn. Dawson & So ns Ltd .. London 588 -600n .b .
380. 3 WHS 14,16,10 5 ,7 J,, 5mm W. H. Smith &Sons Ltd ., London

R

NEW WORKSHEETS IN L1BRARY - - ---------
There are more new foreign wo rksheets i n

t he Library this mont h . . . . thank s to foreign
research coord i nator Robe r t Schwerdt and the
member s who are helo ing him .

The new addit i ons ar e Ge rmany (for use
i n the U. S. and Br itish Zones) (WS -45-D) ;
Ma laya, Ma1yasia , and Singapore (WS - 87) ;
Finland (WS -8 6); Philippine I slands (WS -8 5) ;
and Fiume (revi sed) (WS - 13) .

The "WS" numbe r followi ng e ach item above
i s the library code numbe r and i f you wish
to borrow any of the works h eets , p leas e re ­
quest t hem by WS-number .

The German worksheets are , o f c ourse,
part o f the continuing g oo d work of membe rs
Needham, Stuntzner, et aI, who are making
s uperb progress towar d the i r goal o f a cat ­
a10~ of Germany. They still need he lp . of
course, an d i f y ou ' d l ike to g et i nv o l v e d ,
just give them a ye l l .

And vou ' l l b e i n t e r e s t e d t o kn ow that a
new c a t alo g of Denmark i s i n t he works .
It' s be i ng done in Copenhag en, but sever a l
members of t he Per f ins Club bo th here and
in Denmark a r e i nvo lved . We ' l l keep you
posted .

TELL YOUR FRIEND S ABOUT TH E PLEASURES
OF PERF IN S CO LLECTI NG AND ENLIST NEW
MEMBERS .

PATRONIZE THE SALES DEPARTMENT
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